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Part Four - Printed primary source exercise
The only legitimate child of King Henry I after the death of William, Matilda's naming as successor to the throne set in motion events that eventually led to a nineteen-year civil war known as the Anarchy. Primary sources are of key importance in understanding the origins, context and details of this war between Matilda the Empress and Stephen of Blois.
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University libraries and the National Archives website were used to compile a bibliography of published primary sources useful in understanding the Anarchy and, in particular, Matilda’s role in the civil war. 

Swanton, Michael. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (London: Phoenix Press, 2003)
 Swanton’s translation of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle includes an introduction, explanatory notes, maps, genealogical tables, and indices. It presents comparative texts in translation, with The Winchester Chronicle on the left page and the Peterborough Chronicle on the right, and includes parts of other manuscripts where appropriate. It is an accessible text for both a popular and scholarly audience, although its lack of facsimile or the original text mean it is useful only when studying the text in translation.

Henry of Huntingdon, Diana E. Greenway, ed, The History of the English People, 1000-1154 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002)
This contemporary work of Henry of Huntingdon covers the Norman Conquest and its aftermath. This edition includes a translation of the Latin text, an introduction, chronology, genealogical tables, maps, explanatory notes, glossary and index. It does not include the original Latin text which makes it useful only when studying the text in translation. However, it is an accessible text, useful for both scholarly and popular audiences. 

William of Malmesbury, J.A. Giles, ed, William of Malmesbury’s Chronicle of the Kings of England From the Earliest Period to the Reign of King Stephen (London: Henry Bohn, 1847) 
This edition includes an introduction, index, and translation of the work into English. The original Latin text is not included, meaning it is more useful for studying the text in translation.
 
William of Malmesbury. Gesta regum Anglorum: The History of the English Kings (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998–99)
This extensive two volume edition includes both the translation and transcription of the text, introduction, textual commentary, indices, and extensive bibliography. 

Potter, K.R, ed, Gesta Stephani (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1976)
An anonymous contemporary source, the edition of the Gesta Stephani published by Oxford University Press includes an introduction, indices, maps, and the text in both the original Latin and English, making it useful for studying the translation in comparison with the transcription.

Ordericus Vitalis. Marjorie Chibnall, ed, The Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis: Volume VI (Oxford: Clarendon, 1978)
Orderic Vitalis was a contemporary writer during the Anarchy. This edition includes an introduction, indices, appendices, and both the Latin text and translation. It is therefore useful when working with the original text and is aimed at a scholarly audience.

Chronicles of the Reigns of Stephen, Henry II and Richard I, ed. Richard Howlett, 4 vols (London: Rolls Series, 1884–89) 
This work is available only in the original Latin and although useful in studying the original text, it is less accessible due to the lack of an English translation. It includes a glossary and index.

John of Worcester. Patrick McGurk, ed, The Chronicle of John of Worcester: Volume III (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998)
A key source for 12th century England, contemporary with the Anarchy, The Chronicle of John of Worcester is published by Clarendon as a set of three volumes. This edition includes an introduction, supplementary material, indices, and both the Latin text and translation. It is aimed at scholarly audiences and is useful for studying the original text. 

William of Malmesbury, K.R. Potter and Edmund King, eds, Historia novella (1998)
An important contemporary account of the Anarchy, this edition includes a transcription, a complete revised translation from earlier editions, an introduction, and various other supplementary materials. It also includes a general index and an index of quotations and allusions.

The Correspondence of Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury 1162-1170 (Oxford Medieval Texts)
This compilation of primary sources includes more than 300 letters written or received by Archbishop Thomas Becket between 1162-1170, including those between Matilda the Empress. This edition includes extensive biographical and legal notes, a full English translation, a chronology, and indices. 
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