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For this assessment I have submitted the following:
· Recording of storytelling of physical book
· Recording of storytelling of digital book 
· Analysis 

Statement on the use of AI:
I have asked specific questions to AI to help summarise articles and find relevant sources.
I asked AI to proofread my work 


Storytelling to children from pre-birth to 7 years old promotes children's overall development, especially their language, communication, social and emotional skills, and early literacy development, storytelling is a crucial component of early childhood education. The advantages of storytelling for young children will be examined in this examination, considering how it might enhance their oracy, reading, and writing abilities as well as their imagination, comprehension, and involvement. I used the children's book Sonny Says No to do a storytelling exercise, presenting the narrative in both a physical book and an electronic version, which I presented on the laptop. This gave me the opportunity to think about how the various formats affected my storytelling style and the kids' possible educational opportunities. The analysis will highlight the parallels and discrepancies between the two formats of storytelling, as well as how I encouraged children's participation and comprehension through questioning, visuals, expression, and interaction. In order to assess how storytelling might assist children's developing reading skills and generate meaningful learning opportunities, it will also take into account research and early years practice.
The study by Yabe et al. (2018) investigates how storytelling affects kids' brain activity and its possible educational advantages. While children's imagination, language, and communication abilities are known to be enhanced by storytelling, the researchers sought to comprehend the brain mechanisms behind these advantages. The study measured changes in blood flow in children's brains during storytelling and picture book reading using near-infrared spectroscopy (NIRS). The results demonstrated that during picture-book reading, children who were familiar with a tale had significantly lower blood flow in both prefrontal regions of the brain than children who were not. However, there were no discernible differences between youngsters who were familiar and those who were not when it came to storytelling. In general, storytelling seems to result in longer-lasting brain activity than reading picture books, indicating that it could be a useful teaching strategy. As, storytelling gives kids the chance to improve their language and communication abilities, this research is pertinent to early childhood education. To help children improve their comprehension, practitioners might ask open-ended questions, encourage youngsters to utilise their imaginations, and introduce new language. Children can confidently convey their thoughts by recounting stories, describing characters, and making predictions. To determine if prolonged brain activity directly contributes to better language development, more research is necessary (Yabe et al., 2018).
Children's learning and development can benefit greatly from storytelling, especially when it is accompanied by an adult in an early childhood setting. Lev Vygotsky's sociocultural theory states that children pick up knowledge through social contact, communication, and adult and peer guidance. Children may listen, ask questions, exchange ideas, and learn from others through storytelling. By exposing kids to new words, assisting them in comprehending sentence structures, and encouraging them to communicate their ideas and emotions, it promotes language and communication development (Prince, 2025). Children's cognitive development is supported when adults pose open-ended questions about a tale that foster critical thinking, prediction, and explanation. Children's imagination and creativity are also fostered by storytelling, as they visualize people, investigate various scenarios, and contemplate alternate outcomes. Additionally, by teaching kids to identify emotions, comprehend relationships, and cultivate empathy for others, stories can aid in their social and emotional growth. Children can learn about appropriate behaviour and personal boundaries by connecting the events in a story to their own experiences (Xiha Kidz, 2025).
According to McLeod (2025) Vygotsky's Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) theory is a concept that demonstrates the gap between what children can do themselves versus what they are able to achieve and do with the help of another person such as an adult or another child. This is especially significant to storytelling because, with the right kind of adult assistance, children can expand their comprehension. To help kids grasp the meaning of a narrative, for instance, practitioners can ask questions, give suggestions, and clarify new words. As kids gain greater self-assurance and independence in their learning, this is known as scaffolding which can be progressively reduced as children become more confident and as time goes on. By enabling kids to interact with digital books, use touchscreen devices, turn pages, and explore interactive features, digital storytelling can offer additional advantages. By assisting kids in gaining self-assurance when utilizing technology and comprehending how digital resources may be utilized for educational purposes, these experiences can foster digital literacy. Practitioners can promote children's responsible and safe use of technology by guiding them through the usage of digital books. All things considered, storytelling offers a captivating and significant educational experience that promotes kids' verbal, cognitive, social, emotional, and digital literacy development (Kathy, 2026). Practitioners may establish an inclusive learning environment where children learn at their own pace, acquire new abilities, and gain confidence by mixing storytelling with adult direction and chances for engagement.
Friedrich Froebel's theory states that as storytelling fosters play, imagination, creativity and social connection, it has numerous positive effects on children's learning and development. According to Froebel, meaningful play-based experiences that let kids explore and make sense of their surroundings are the best ways for kids to learn. By teaching new vocabulary, promoting listening, and assisting kids in expressing their views, storytelling helps kids develop their language and literacy skills (Ryan, 2025). Additionally, it fosters children's imagination and symbolic thinking as they explore various possibilities and depict experiences through characters, events, and objects. Also, by enabling kids to talk about the emotions of characters, comprehend various viewpoints, and grow in empathy, storytelling can help kids' social and emotional development. Children can improve their communication, problem-solving, and critical-thinking abilities when teachers engage them in interactive storytelling, pose open-ended questions, and encourage them to retell stories or act out various scenes. This illustrates Froebel's view that rather than controlling every facet of children's life, adults should encourage learning by giving them chances for creativity and exploration. Children can connect stories with real-life situations and learn in a variety of developmental domains by including storytelling into imaginative play, art, and outdoor activities (Early Education, 2021). All things considered, Froebel's method shows that storytelling is an effective teaching technique since it fosters holistic development and enables kids to learn via play, creativity, and deep social relationships.
When storytelling using a physical book and a digital version, my approach differed slightly depending on the format. I could hold the book, turn the pages, and point straight to the pictures while narrating the tale while I was using a real book. This made it possible for me to keep eye contact with the kids and engage them with gestures, facial emotions, and voice changes. I may also take a moment to ask the kids questions about the visuals, encourage them to make predictions, and give them time to answer. My method must be modified for the screen while reading from the digital version. As I continued to narrate the story, I had to make sure that every child could see the drawings and navigate the digital pages. Depending on its characteristics, the digital format may have offered more visual stimulation as sometimes there are more animation, but I had to make sure the kids weren't distracted from the story. Instead of concentrating too much on the laptop screen, I also had to be mindful of how I interacted with the kids and ensured that I was looking at them and still asking them questions throughout the story. Overall, I was able to improve the kids' communication, language, and listening abilities using both forms. But the digital edition made me think about how the screen influenced kids' attention and involvement, whereas the actual book provided a more hands-on experience. This demonstrated how crucial it is to modify my storytelling strategy to meet the requirements of the kids and the available resources.
My storytelling exercise might improve young children's oracy, reading, and writing abilities in several ways by utilising both a real book and a digital one. Encouraging kids to pay close attention, respond to enquiries, describe images, and express their own opinions on the narrative will help foster oracy. Open-ended questions like ‘What do you think will happen next? Or for example within my activity I asked, ‘what do you think sonny will say?’  would help kids expand their vocabulary, communicate their ideas, and gain self-assurance while speaking (Gordon, 2024). Additionally, children might recount portions of the narrative in their own terms, which would help them organise their thoughts and interact with others. The story telling active may help improve children's confidence and conversational abilities by encouraging them to take turns speaking, listen to their classmates, and respond to their thoughts. Children may be better able to comprehend the characters' emotions and have a more engaging experience if the narrative is told using a variety of voices, gestures, and facial expressions.
Introducing children to new words and phrases, talking about the pictures, and helping them to identify well-known words or letters might all help to improve their reading abilities. I could show them how to turn pages and point to the text in a real book, which would help them comprehend how books are read (Raising Children Network, 2023). By enabling kids to see the visuals clearly and follow the tale on screen, the digital edition may also help with reading. Follow-up exercises like asking kids to draw their favourite character or object, come up with their own conclusion, or try to write a word associated with the narrative could help develop their writing abilities. While older kids might start constructing letters and short words, younger kids could practice making markings and explaining their drawings. All things considered, employing both storytelling formats offered chances to foster children's early reading, communication, and creativity through an interesting activity (Xing et al., 2025).
All things considered, using both storytelling forms offered chances to improve kids' early literacy and communication abilities through an interesting exercise. I could accommodate various developmental stages and learning requirements by modifying my strategy, posing questions, and letting kids actively participate. It's crucial to keep in mind that children grow at different speeds, so activities should be adaptable and suitable for each child's unique skills and interests.
To help a group of young children develop their digital literacy, I read the digital book Sonny Says No to them. I encouraged the kids to engage with the digital book throughout the narrative by pointing to the illustrations and turning pages by using the keys on the laptop. They were able to learn how to navigate digital content and gain confidence in utilizing digital technology such as using a laptop as a result. I encouraged the kids to explore Sonny's decisions and make predictions about what might happen next by asking open-ended questions about the narrative.  By letting the kids explore and engage with digital content while honing their technology skills, this program encouraged digital literacy. They will be able to safely and effectively use technology as a teaching tool under my supervision if they did want to read digital versions of the book. Additionally, the exercise improved their ability to communicate, make decisions, and think critically.
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