Common Law
  
Introduction  
This essay will be covering common law as well as the question, what is common law? what is civil law? A contrast between the two systems, outlining the history of common law and showing examples of common law working in practice.  
Main Body 
So, what is common law? 
[bookmark: _Int_VjrSxzvN][bookmark: _Int_OHyrkEtg]The United Kingdom uses the common law justice system, common law is also referred to as “judge-made” law. Courts follow a common rule called precedent which is a rule or decision that has been made from a previous court's final decision. Common law is described as the basic law regarding why murder, and theft is illegal and how there are laws on how to approach a case regarding those crimes. Common law is a law that has been based on a court’s judge’s decision. Future judgements must abide by the corpus of precedent, which is referred to as "common law". An idealised common law court refers to previous presidential decisions of pertinent tribunals in future cases when parties dispute the applicable law. The court must adhere to the rationale used in the earlier decision if a comparable case has already been decided in the past, this principle is known as stara desics. However, judges have the power and responsibility to create law by setting precedent if they determine that the present dispute is essentially unique from all prior cases. The new ruling then stands as a precedent and is binding on all subsequent tribunals. The evolution of the common law theory, however, is now primarily of historical relevance. The Latin phrase stare decisis, which loosely translates to "to abide by things established," is at the heart of common law. In reality, the phrase "stare decisis" simply means that judges and courts must adhere to previous judgements and decisions, also referred to as case law, when handling subsequent cases that are comparable to the ones that led to them (Thomson, 2022). 
Another law inside the United Kingdom Justice system is called civil law. 
Civil law is the opposite of criminal law, civil law deals with matters of cases such as dealing with properties, marriage, wills, and lawsuits rather than crimes which is what criminal courts deal with. Civil law was originally called roman law or Romano-Germanic law, it is a thorough set of regulations and guidelines that are typically organised in codes and readily available to both the public and the legal community. Based on a rational and dynamic classification created from Roman law and mirrored in the structure of the codes, this system is well-organized and encourages collaboration, order, and reliability, a system that is flexible and contains broad provisions that allow for adaptation to change in civil laws that avoid going into excessive detail and Despite being mainly a legislative system, it allows the court to read the law and use creative jurisprudence to adapt the laws to new situations and societal changes. Civil law exists to protect individuals against one another and the state. Civil law sets out the rights and duties of individuals – both in legislation and through the common law (court rulings). If, for instance, an individual or a business agrees to provide goods or services to another at a price, but the goods or services are substandard, a claim can be brought under consumer protection law (Claims, 2020).  
Civil law and criminal law are very dissimilar from one another. Criminal law seeks to penalise the offender through retribution, rehabilitation, and avoidance. By making it difficult for criminals to conduct the same offence repeatedly, criminal law seeks to establish a society where people uphold the law. Contrarily, the purpose of civil law is to correct unfair situations, frequently by providing the victim with compensation. The primary goal is to put the victim back in the situation they were in before being mistreated. The procedures for rendering verdicts or decisions in criminal and civil cases vary. Your innocence or guilt is decided in criminal cases. If you are found culpable, the number of factors may determine whether you receive rehabilitation penalties, community service requirements, fines, or even prison time. In contrast, if you are involved in a civil case, you may be found entirely or partly responsible. Justice remains the end objective in civil cases, just as it is in criminal ones. But a different process is followed to achieve justice. Any monetary fines or grant of damages that the court orders are the responsibility of the opposite party.  
In civil law conflicts, a money arrangement, ruling, or compensation is frequently at issue. Private parties may submit civil cases in addition to the government, which usually files criminal cases. The court will determine whether someone is guilty in a criminal matter. In a civil lawsuit, it is either liable or not. There are several significant differences between criminal and civil law. Additionally, these differences may influence how you or your legal team handle a case. However, there might be a place in the courts for you if you enjoy learning about the intricacies of the judicial system. You have access to many employment options and high wages (One education, 2021). In civil cases where one party is found to be at fault, damages are usually given; however, in criminal cases, the perpetrator is found guilty and given punishment in the form of a jail or prison sentence, a fine, or community service. Appeals may be made by either party in a judicial proceeding. In a criminal matter, the only person with the authority to challenge the judge's decision. When it comes to how cases are started (who can file charges or lawsuits), how cases are decided by a judge or a jury, what types of punishment or penalties may be imposed, what standards of proof must be met, and what legal protections may be available to the defendant, criminal law and civil law are different (Britannica, 2013). 
[bookmark: _Int_rHqBqG1s][bookmark: _Int_OxdLwFdD]Common law has a massive array of history which originates from King Henry II who was known as the father of common law, the reason it was called common is because it was so commonly seen throughout the across the country. The common law was historically administered in the king’s courts, and equity developed as a separate system of mainly discretionary remedies administered by the Lord Chancellor, often as a way of ameliorating the injustice done by inflexible rules of the common law. Equitable concepts such as trusts are now generally dealt with as part of the business of the Chancery Division in the High Court, but since the Judicature Acts of 1873-75, when the systems of law and equity were fused, they have no longer been treated as separate jurisdictions and both legal and equitable remedies can be provided in all the courts (ICLR, 2020). Before laws were invented, they were called “writs.” these writs are very similar to the laws we have in present day, where some would order a presence to court while others would issue the seizing of property. The common law was traditionally applied in the king's courts, and equity emerged as a distinct system of primarily discretionary remedies overseen by the Lord Chancellor, frequently as a means of redressing the inequity caused by the common law's rigid rules. Since the Judicature Acts of 1873–1875, when the systems of law and equity were merged, they are no longer treated as separate jurisdictions, and both legal and equitable remedies can be provided in all courts. Equitable concepts like trusts are currently typically dealt with as part of the business of the Chancery Division in the High Court (ICLR, 2020)
[bookmark: _Int_3W9smJx4]If courts have always viewed a behaviour as criminal, that behaviour is said to be an offence at common law. Since all cases that include stare decisis is based on common law, this is frequently observed in nations like the United States and Australia whose legal systems are primarily founded on common law. Another concrete illustration of common law is matrimony. Common-law unions give spouses the same legal protections as married couples even though they are not legally recognised as such by the civil or religious authorities. In other words, common-law unions let people who live together enjoy the advantages of marriage without actually getting hitched (Study, 2021)
Conclusion
In conclusion, King Henry II the father of common law invented a law system which works of precedent and other laws, common law applies to everyone which links in with their human rights. These rights cannot be interfered with and are made with rules that are the steppingstones of common law.
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