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Insurance reinstatement valuation – Learning how a valuation is carried out and what information is needed to cost the church. 
 
On my third week of work placement I was able to go on site with one of the senior chartered surveyors to do an insurance reinstatement valuation. The original insurance valuation was 3 million 5 hundred thousand. This was one of the easiest tasks I have faced in the work environment so far, as I am fairly competent and confident in doing maths, I was able to work out the area of the building with one of the senior surveyors watching close by. 

I had to adapt as there were many openings, rooms, curves and grooves within the building it wasn’t a straight forward job.  
We had around an hour and a half to complete the survey, take photos and come out with the area of the building top floor and bottom. As the top floor had a raised gallery in an oval shape this was hard to get an accurate area of the floor. We had to adapt on site and do the best we could to get an accurate measurement to take back. 

The work environment was good at first, but the church had an extension to the left side elevation which we went to survey last. As we opened the door it was filled with dead birds, live birds and significant muck/dust covered all over the floor. We took into consideration these factors and decided we did not have the correct health and safety equipment that would fall in line with the HSE guidelines to go inside and survey. We took a measurement from the outside of the extension and had to head back to the office. 
The most challenging part of the survey was back at the office inputting all the information into the BCIS insurance reinstatement cost assessment. 

This was because the church was so old, I was unfamiliar with the terminology of a lot of the elements and construction from the building its self, with the help of A senior chartered surveyor and the information available on google I was able to input this information and come out with a valuation of £2,380,000. This was checked by 2 of the Directors which was then sent out to the client in a professional report format. 
The least challenging part was measuring out the ground floor of the building although there were a lot of rooms, I was able to draw out the floor plan take all measurements needed and come up with an accurate floor area in a short space of time. The second floor was more difficult. 
The highlight was being trusted to measure out the building and input information into a system which gave us a valuation for the building which did not need to be changed. I can see that I am progressing significantly as the company are trusting me with more work as the weeks go by, I am learning new terminology and getting a good scope of traditional and modern builds, along with engaging in different aspects of building surveying. 
 
Hurley and Davies follow strict guidance from the HSE health and safety measures and follow guidance from the RICS on health and safety. They also follow industry standard rates from the RICS who provide a system called the BCIS which will cost each element and its labour costs to a standard industry rate for the area you are in. 
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