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INTRODUCTION:

The aim of the research is to analyse the different types of crimes youths are committing today and an evaluation of whether society is responsible. Throughout this research a comparison between historic crimes youths were committing to show whether a child environmental surroundings are a factor.

Back in the 19th century, children were known to pickpocket and commit thefts compared to the 21st century. The type of crime has escalated to serious assaults and knife crime, and it is believed that society and environmental factors are responsible for this escalation. Analysing data over the past years and the awareness of adverse childhood experiences have created a link where a child who has experiences 4 or more adverse experiences are more likely to have committed crime. As the Public Health Wales (No Date) states that ‘adverse childhood experiences can make children more prone to struggle academically and become involved in crimes both as victims and perpetrators. There are people who have repeated traumas as children often bring up their own children in households where instances of trauma are more frequent. A pattern of suffering during childhood can cause generations of families to become ill or participate in antisocial behaviour’. 

Even though in 2022 there have been parenting changes for some parents in a child upbringing. Where physical punishment is now against the law. Parents are now being educated on the impacts of physical punishment could have on a child. The abolishment of reasonable punishment defence, where a parent or carer given can physically punish a child, are now able to protect a child and to prevent a child experiencing physical abuse. By doing this will reduce the child ACEs and committing violence crimes in the future as research suggests, but since this change is new, there is now a gap on whether this change will have an impact on reducing the types of crimes youths are committing. 

Now youths are more commonly known to committing anti-social behaviour like criminal damage or being drunk and disorderly in the community for example that is low level. This does have a negative impact on the communities, but these youths can see this as fun. However, there are more serious crimes children are committing which is worrying. The BBC (2019) reports that knife crime is on the rise with youths between the ages of 10-17 years old. Could this be down to peer pressure? As The Conversation (2020) suggests that ‘young people are spending most of their time with their peers. A young person's feelings are likely going to be affected if their family members or fellow pupils aren't convinced that committing a crime is wrong or don't feel sorry for the victims of that crime’. 

Research is needed to conduct investigation on whether parents of the youths need educating in their parenting to reduce youths committing crimes.  









	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Evaluate the types of crime youths are committing in society. 
· Assess the impact ACEs have on individuals.
· Evaluate youths’ environmental factors when they have committed a crime.  



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The chapter for the dissertation literature review will study the current research that has gone into adverse childhood experiences as there is a lot of research that has gone into adverse childhood experiences and the link into the risk of crime being committed into adulthood, however it is believed that there needs to be research on whether youth crime has escalated over the years due to society and environmental factors compared to the 19th Century.  

Evaluating the statistics of the type of crime being committed by youths on the statistics government webpages and comparing it to historic data to be able to identify a change if any and what has changed. 

Recently there have been two incidents in the South Wales Police area which impacted the community. The Mayhill, Swansea and Ely, Cardiff riots. As the Police and media report a number of those involved in these riots are young adults who had disregard for the safety and lack of emotion of others, just like The Conversation (2019) suggests in their article. These areas are also known to be areas where there is a high level of social housing and are known as social deprived where ACEs may be as evidence suggest. Comparing the two riots to today’s society to help gain an understanding on why these crimes were committed and whether ACEs may have an impact on the risk of becoming involved in crimes of this nature. 

Evaluating a child upbringing by the use journal online resources like, Region Security guarding (2022) have said that ‘The most important role models in a child's life are their parents. Children who have parents who are positive role models and who develop trustworthy connections with them are less likely to commit crimes. This entails accepting the same ground rules, being able to work through issues, and showing support for one another’. Whilst this can be agreed by opinion, a study will be conducted to evidence this. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Researching news articles and journals for up-to-date crime in the UK and comparing it to crime in the 19th century to assess whether the level of youth crime has changed due to society and environmental factors. By researching this an understanding will be obtained on why youths are committing crime and whether current preventive measures are working.
 
Analyse how ACEs impact on a child upbringing by using the public health Wales website the National Health Service websites who have gathered expert data in this field. 





	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The participants intend to target for primary data are Police community support workers as they often deal with antisocial behaviour with youths and by speaking to Police officers who deal with more serious criminal matters with youths. It is believed that these professions are an expert in this field of research due to the knowledge of and policing perception of youths. This data will be access via means of questionnaire into the types of crime they have attended.   

Secondary data will be gathered by use of government websites for statistics and other sources like news articles and journals that have already conducted research into adverse childhood experiences as they have already obtained the link between criminality and ACEs. Evaluating this data would gain a further understanding on the changes of society and conclusion will be obtained. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:


All participants completing a questionnaire will remain anonymous and can withdraw from the study at any time. 

All participants will be aloud to read the questionnaire before participating. 



	TIME SCALE:

Submissions will be submitted in line with the timetable provided by the university to obtain feedback and make changes to improve this dissertation prior full submission of all chapters.

The final submission for the dissertation would be on the 2nd January 2024. 
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