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History
Ceres was founded in 1989 by Joan Bavaria. At the time, Joan was president and CEO of the Trillium Asset Management Corporation, an investment management firm who are the “oldest and largest independent investment advisor devoted exclusively to sustainable and responsible investing” Thrive (2018). Joan had formed many alliances with leading environmentalists from all around the world, all of these with the common goal of changing corporate environmental practises in order to help make other businesses more sustainable for the benefit of the earth and our economy. 
Joan was able to use her experience in the investment industry to help change the world for the better. Joan “inspired created and fostered the use of investment assets to create social, ethical and environmental change” Trillium Asset Management (2007). Many people refer to Joan as the Founding Mother of Socially Responsible Investing. Partly due to the mass amount of work Joan has done for the field by researching and raising awareness for the importance of education, investments in this field in the US are now “nearly one in nine dollars… a total of $2.7 trillion” Trilium Asset Management (2007)

Ceres- Who are they?
Ceres stands for Coalition for Environmentally Responsible EconomieS. “Ceres is a sustainability nonprofit organisation working with the most influential investors and companies to build leadership and drive solutions throughout the economy.” Ceres (2018). Ceres are using their powerful networks and advocacy in order to tackle the world’s most substantial sustainability challenges. Some examples of these challenges include pollution, climate change, human rights abuses and water scarcity.

Ceres Principles
Ceres have 10 principles that they aim to accomplish as part of their movement. These principles are supposed to be publicly endorsed by all of the companies that Ceres work with. These principles are:
· Protection of the biosphere
· Sustainable use of natural resources
· Reduction and disposal of wastes
· Energy conservation
· Risk reduction
· Safe products and services
· Environmental restoration
· Informing the public
· Management commitment
· Audits and reports

What are they doing?
Climate Change
Ceres have taken on many of the biggest sustainability challenges of all time. Arguably, the biggest and most concerning issue of our time is climate change and it is something that could drastically affect the way that every one of us could be living in the future. Ceres have invested millions on “solutions that promote clean energy and climate change resilience will help build a low-carbon economy while protecting out planet for current and future generations” Ceres (2018). 

One of the key methods that Ceres use in order to help tackle the problem is working very closely with some of the top fortune 500 companies to help increase the global sustainable investments in renewable and clean energy and also sustainable food and water systems. Ceres challenge some of the biggest companies to set high goals to reduce things such as greenhouse gases and water usage which can both directly lead to climate change. One of Ceres’ biggest achievements with regards to climate change is that they were one of the main driving forces behind the Paris Climate Agreement. “One of the signature achievements of our work on climate change is the successful business and investors mobilization that helped spur adoption of the Paris Climate Agreement” Ceres (2018). Ceres help to organise the all-day meeting which is focused on catalysing a shift in the global economy towards cleaner energy and less usage of carbon.

Carbon Asset Risk
Another issue that Ceres are aiming to tackle it the emission of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere which directly relates to climate change and the damage it has to the environment. Ceres have been working closely with many companies by assessing the way they function and looking at different strategies they could use to adapt to the newly recognised requirements of the world.

How are they funded?
As Ceres are a not for profit organisation, they are funded primarily by private foundations created by wealthy people with the same ideas and aims as Ceres. Also, they are funded by hosting events, sponsorships and charitable donations from the general public. For 2017, Ceres had a total revenue of $15,179,882. Below is a pie chart that shows where their funding comes from along with the percentage of their revenue funded by the source.



The importance of Ceres
Ceres are taking on some of the most daunting challenges that the earth faces today, they are supported by many powerful business people and by some of the biggest companies in the world. The work done by Ceres is paramount in the field of sustainability and they have led to some of the greatest networks created in the world in order to help attack the problems faced by earth. The Paris Climate Agreement is one of the biggest of its kind and without the work of Ceres, it is likely that this would not exist. 

How do the communicate this evidence?
Ceres have a very user friendly website that includes tonnes of information on everything about the company, it sets out their aims and it shows what methods they are using in order to tackle some of the biggest problems that we face on earth today. The website focuses a lot on their principles, aims and explains all of the different problems they are helping to tackle across the world 
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