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Ellie Buckley, 1500323, HPRS6001
Encyclopaedia entry

Yom Kippur 

This encyclopaedia entry would most likely appear within ‘The Encyclopaedia of Britannica’ as it provides readers with a general explanation and introduction to the Jewish festival Yom Kippur. 

Introduction:

Yom Kippur is a well-known Jewish festival that takes place on the tenth day of the seventh month, therefore, the specific dates for this annual festival differ each year. (Cohn-Sherbok 2003: 516) It is the holiest day of the year within the Jewish calendar as it is the end of the ten days of repentance, hence the link to its other well-known name, the ‘Day of Atonement’, because most Jews use this day to seek forgiveness, express sorrow and take action to make amends for any wrong in their lives. (Brawer, 2008: 199) 

The origin of Yom Kippur:

The festival of Yom Kippur originated from scripture, as it states within Leviticus: ‘On the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement; and you shall afflict yourselves. It shall be to you a Sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict yourselves; on the ninth day of the month, beginning at evening, from evening to evening’. (Lev. 23:27,32) This highlights how significant this festival is within Judaism as it has originated from scripture. (Hoffman 2010: 183) Yom Kippur is believed to have begun as a ceremony for Jews to make amends for cultic impurity in the Temple, according to the Torah, however over the years it developed into an annual event. (Segal 2008: 287)

The focus of Yom Kippur and how it can be met: 

On Yom Kippur Jews are required to at least attempt to meet the spiritual quality of angels, and transcend the material aspects of life, even if it is only for a small amount of time. Self-denial is the way in which one is expected to do this, therefore Jews are banned from five things, known as innuyim, which are: eating and drinking, anointing the body with oils/perfumes, sexual intimacy and wearing leather shoes. (Brawer 2008: 199) These denials last for 25 hours, beginning on the eve of Yom Kippur and ending on the night fall of the following day. Due to the fast beginning so early, a festive meal is eaten by Jews just before it begins, this honours Yom Kippur and provides those taking part with strength before fasting. (Brawer 2008: 199)

The most difficult of the five above is believed to be fasting, which is done by all those healthy over the age of twelve for girls and fourteen for boys. (Brawer, 2008: 199-200) The five denials are a penance for wrongdoing, a focus on the spiritual rather than the material, and a demonstration of self-discipline. (Robinson, 2000: 97) This adds to the significance of Yom Kippur as it is one of only five fast days within Judaism, and it is the only that is commanded within the Torah. (Hoffman 2010: 193)

Traditional observance and the five services: 

On the day of Yom Kippur, most Jews will spend the entire day at the synagogue participating in prayer; it is a day that places extreme emphasis on one’s spiritual being and it is believed that the services on this festival take all participants on a spiritual journey of self-discovery. There are five services in total, making Yom Kippur different to any other Jewish festival. (Brawer 2008: 199) The first is named Kol Nidre, which takes place on the eve of Yom Kippur. This service calls on God to cancel any vows or promises made to God by Jews in the past year which have not been fulfilled. Judaism teaches that making a vow is a solemn undertaking and therefore this wrongdoing must be removed to begin the new year cleansed, with a fresh start.  (Hoffman 2010: 219-221) It is also a custom for Jews to seek forgiveness from anyone in their lives that they may have offended within the past year. (Cohn-Sherbok 2003: 516) Yom Kippur has huge significance within Judaism as it is the most important and holiest day of the entire year. Within Judaism there is a great amount of stress and significance placed on this day because each Jew’s relationship with God and other people are in extremely high demand. (Hoffman 2010: 183) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout the day there are the morning and afternoon services, Shakharit, Musaf and Minkhah, all of which include an extended version of the Amidah and a confessional prayer that requires Jews to include their own individual sins. (Robinson 2000: 98) Most services have their own characteristic liturgy, and the day includes readings from the Torah and reciting of penitential prayers. (Cohn-Sherbok 2003: 517) It is said that for at least a small part of the day, synagogues are overflowing, this is because it is a day that is attended by non-observant Jews who do not attend the Synagogue on any other day in the year. (Robinson 2000: 97) This conveys how significant Yom Kippur is within Judaism as most Jews make a special effort on this day compared to any other festival. 

The final service of Yom Kippur is known as Ne’ilahm, meaning ‘closing’, which is a reference to the closing of the gates of the Temple in ancient times, however it has developed to symbolise the closing of the heavenly gates of Gods judgement. (Hoffman 2010: 219-222) Once again highlighting the significance of Yom Kippur, as it is not only a link to Jewish history but it is also the last time of the year to seek forgiveness from God before the gates close. To confirm the end of the fast the shofar is blown and many Jews return home for a festive meal, usually inviting guests. (Robinson 2000: 100)
Although Yom Kippur is a solemn day, it must be noted that it is not a sad day because it ends joyfully with restoration and a closer connection with God there is no longer sin separating them. (Hoffman 2010: 219) This conclusion of the festival is extremely significant within Judaism as it prepares Jews to face the new year by spiritually and morally cleansing them and restoring confidence that their God has been merciful, loving and has been willing to grant forgiveness. (Segal 2008: 288)

Conclusion:

Overall, it is extremely clear how significant the festival of Yom Kippur is within Judaism for several reasons. Not only does it have great depth and links with Jewish scripture and history, but it also gives the Jewish community the opportunity to purify themselves and have a clean slate before entering the new year. Their connection with God is strong and they are prepared to have a fresh start.
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