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Place and placelessness

What does place mean?
Impact of modernism on both architectural and intellectual.
Modernism ordered futuristic standardised monochrome view of the world has largely given way to post modernism in which uncertainty is acknowledged and diversity celebrated. 

Changes in the experience of place
 for example, old Welsh villages where perhaps you grew up, outsiders were looked upon with suspicion, travel was difficult and slow, it took almost a day to get to London, regardless of whether you travelled by car, bus or train, people did not travel much. 

Space X-  I'm now talking about a rocket that can help us travel from New York to Shanghai in 39 minutes, and there are plans to travel to mars. 

What has happened essentially within the single generation, is an almost complete geographical inversion.

From an economic perspective these changes are said to have compressed distance and flattened space. 

Home has to do with the "nearness of being". An awareness of the openness and connectedness of the world. From this it follows that every home, and indeed every place, is simultaneously grounded and boundless. 

As regards to placelessness;
"there is a geography of places, characterised by variety and meaning, and there is a placeless geography, a labyrinth of endless similarities.”

Mobility, commercialisation, Disneyfication, museumisation, all of which are proposed as the roots of placelessness "the preservation, reconstruction and idealisation of history."

Las Vegas is the quintessential example of placelessness, Disneyfication  - a landscape jumble of reproduced fragments of Paris, New York, Venice, the tropics and ancient Egypt is unquestionably distinctive in its own right, a sort of place of placeless parts. 

Let's think about places not as place-placelessness, but as manifestations of both distinctiveness and standardisation. 

Post modernist theories about diversity and difference. Place however else it might be interpreted, is unquestionably about difference. 

Neuroscientists have attempted to identify the part of the brain where a sense of place is located, and G I S experts are trying to reduce it to a simple formula. And architects seven designers and planners in America and Europe have begun to develop techniques for place making attempt to generally is not defined but appears to refer to the creation of pleasant public spaces. 

Doreen Massey in her book ‘Space Place and Gender’ challenged the idea of places as "sites of nostalgia".

Home and place are sites of unbounded open-ness. 

Jeff Malpas argues, that place is a fundamental aspect of being, and that being is always articulated in and through particular places yet reaches out beyond them to grasp what it means to exist in the world. 

Place both as a concept and as a phenomena of experience, therefore has a remarkable capacity to make connections between self, community, and earth, between what is local and particular and what is regional and worldwide. It is the intimate and specific basis for how each of us connects with the world and how the world connects with us. 

Can we list and demonstrate a range of place experiences. 

There are profound psychological links between people and places, which they live in and experience. 

The making of a place is rooted in attachment to place. 

This is more than geography it is sociology, anthropology, psychology, theology, ethology, and biology. 

To be human is to live in a world that is filled with significant places. To be human is to have and to know your place. 

Little is known as yet about what we call the sense of place, its secrets are still locked from us in our inadequate knowledge of the nervous system

The concept of place reveals six major components
1. The idea of location especially location as it relates to other things and places is absolutely fundamental. Location can be described in terms of internal characteristics site and external connectivity to other locations/situations, thus places have spatial extension and an inside and outside. 
2. Place involves an integration of the elements of nature and culture ‘each place has its own order, it special ensemble, which distinguishes it from next place this clearly implies that every place’, this clearly implies that every place is a unique entity. 
3. Although every place is unique, they are interconnected by a system of spatial interactions and transfers, they are a part of the framework of circulation. 
4. Places are localised - they are parts of larger areas and are focuses in a system of localisation. 
5. Places are emerging or becoming; with historical and cultural change new elements are added an old elements disappear, thus places have a distinct historical component. 
6. Places have meaning; they are characterised by the beliefs of man. ‘Geographers wish to understand not only why place is a factual event in human consciousness, but what beliefs people hold about place… it is this alone that underlies man's acts which are in turn what give character to a place. 

Place, region, area and location

‘Knowledge of place is the simple fact of experience’. 

Human consciousness of place

Space and place
Space is amorphous and intangible and not an entity that can be directly described and analysed. Yet however we feel or know or explain space, there is nearly always some associated sense or concept of place. In general it seems that space provides the context for places but derives its meaning from particular places. 

Pragmatic or primitive space
Primitive space is the space of instinctive behaviour and unselfconscious action in which we always act and move without reflection or self-awareness. 
Primitive space is structured and unselfconsciously by basic individual experiences, beginning in infancy, associated with the movement of the body and with the senses. 
Archetypal places for human behaviour such as sleeping, feeding, excreting, playing and sheltering. 

Perceptual space
Distances and directions are experienced as qualities of near or far, or this way or that way. 
Perceptual space is also the realm of direct emotional encounters with the spaces of the Earth, sea and sky or with built and created spaces. 
Matore writes "we do not grasp space only by our senses… we live in it, we project our personality into it, we are tied to it by emotional bonds; space is not just perceived… it is lived. 

Existential space
Existential or lived-space is the inner structure of space as it appears to us in our concrete experiences of the world as members of the cultural groups. It is intersubjective. Existential space is not merely a passive space waiting to be experienced but is constantly being created and remade by human activities. It is the space in which ‘human intention inscribes itself on the Earth’

Sacred, symbolic, ceremony, ritual, places of myth and function.

Sacred spaces
For the religious person the experience of such space is primordial, equivalent perhaps to an experience of the founding of the world, and it follows that the making of sacred objects and sacred buildings, and in some cultures that includes virtually all buildings, is not a task to be undertaken lightly but involves a profound and total commitment. 
Sacred places are centres of the world - Points at which the three cosmic planes of heaven, earth and hell are in contact and where communication between them as possible. 

Geographical space
Humanised by the naming of places and by remaking it to serve better the needs of mankind. 
Space is claimed for man by naming it. 
Place names are among the things that link men most intimately with their territory and suggests that since the palaeolithic times peopled landscapes have never been without some name to enrich and confirm the personality. 
Place naming, star naming, maps, myth and tale, the orientations of building, the spatial implications of dances and ceremonies, all facilitate the construction and maintenance of spatial patterns in which the individual must live and act. 
Where there are no names the environment is chaotic, lacking in orientation, even fearful, for it has no humanised and familiar points of reference. Thus when the Masai of Kenya were forced to relocate they took with them the names of hills, rivers and planes and fitted them to the new topography; similarly North America is sprinkled with the borrowed place names of Europe, for these ones provided familiarity in an otherwise strange land. Indeed one of man's first acts on entering any unexplored or uninhabited region is to give names to at least the most prominent features and thus to humanise the wilderness. 

Symbolic space
Bachelard says our home is our corner of the world, it is our first universe real Cosmos in every sense of the word. 
  
Places in existential space can therefore be understood as centres of meaning, or focuses of intention and purpose. 

The place is defined by ‘the boundary of that which encloses it’, and is ‘wherever a material object is, or it is logically possible could be. 

Norbert-Schulz. Suggests that ‘pragmatic space integrates man with his natural organic environment, perceptual space is essential to his identity as a person, existential space makes him belong to a social and cultural totality, cognitive space means he is able to think about space, and logical space office him tool to describe the others. 

The essence of place
In our everyday lives places are not experienced as independent, clearly defined entities that can be described simply in terms of their location or appearance. Rather they are sensed in a chiaroscuro of setting landscape ritual, routine, other people, personal experiences, care and concern for home and in the context of places. 
‘Places occur at all levels of identity, my place, your place, Street, community, town, county, region, country and continent, but places never conform to tidy hierarchies of classification. They all overlap and interpenetrate one another and are wide open to a variety of interpretations. 

Place and location
Does mobility paradoxically increase the sense of place???
The spirit of a place lies in its landscape. Hypothetically, if we were to resettle and an entire people, and supplement them with new people, would the characteristic of place in landscape, begin again to create national identity.  In other words, is there some inner hidden force, - a God within. 


Place and time    

The changing character of places through time is of course related to modifications of buildings and landscapes as well as to changes in attitudes, and is likely to seem quite dramatic after a prolonged absence. 
On the other hand the persistence of the character of places is apparently related to a continuity both in our experience of change and in the very nature of change that serves to reinforce the sense of association and attachment to those places. 
Therefore if families reside in a place over extensive period of time generation to generation is sensed that this place is far more attached and pronounced as their home area of place. They will witness gradual changes over a period of time but this growing attachment will be increased with a sense of continuity and a feeling that this place is insured and will persist a distinctive entity of the world around may continue to change. 
This is misleading of course, the places identified by any individual or culture grow, flourish and decline as the site, activity, or buildings take on and lose significance. Ritual, custom and myth have the incidental, if not deliberate affective strengthening attachment to place, reaffirming not only the sanctity and then changing significance of it, but also the enduring relationships between a people and their place. 
In cultures such as our own, where significant tradition counts for little, places may be virtually without time, except perhaps in terms of direct and personal experience. 
Time is usually a part of our experiences of places.
Places themselves are the present expressions of past experiences and events and of hopes for the future. 



Place and community
While attachment to ‘home area’ increased with the length of residence in that area, such an attachment is primarily “concerned with the interaction of the individual with other people- rather than with his relationship to his physical environment”. 
The human contact on which feelings of commitment and identity, have built on, are most likely to occur among people sharing the same piece of ground. 
"The villageer who has never moved away from his birthplace, retains the unique mark of his particular village. If a man says he comes from Ackenfield, he knows that he is telling someone from another part of the neighbourhood a good deal more than this, anything from his appearance to his politics could be involved".
In short, people are their place and a place is its people. 
In this context places are ‘public’ -  they are created and known through common experiences and involvement in common symbols and meanings. There is another type of public place, one which is not to be understood primary in terms of community, but by its physical or symbolic qualities of ‘placeness.’ 
Thus enclaves  and enclosures, city squares, walled towns and nucleated villages offer a distinctive experience of being inside, of being in a place. 
It is in and through these official public places that centralised governments and organisations make overt their status and authority. And pageants and parades such as the May Day Parade in red Square, or the Pope's blessing of the crowd in St Peters Square serve always to reinforce the authoritative significance of these places. Official public places are not all so obviously expressed. In film and television, which reduce the scale of such buildings and cannot adequately convey the experience of architectural domination, may have made massiveness as an element of public place.  The significant public places of power are now the steps of 10 Downing Street, the front lawn of the oval office, and similar small discrete places. It is here that important decisions are announced, and statements made to the cameras and microphones and hence to the public, but paradoxically these places are often not directly accessible to the public. 

Private and personal spaces
All places and landscapes are individually experienced, for we alone see them through the lens of our attitudes, experiences, and intentions, as well as memories and from our own unique circumstances. - The private geographies of individuals.  
What about those private places that are set apart from the public world? either physically or because of their particular meaning for us.  English working class culture of the living room/kitchen constitutes a deeply private place and is truly the centre of the family and individual life and within that one room each person may well have his or her own place, a special chair group of objects. - This is affected by culture. 
These private places may well just be remembered places in particular places of childhood constitute vital reference points for many individuals, they may be special locations on settings which serve to recall particular personal experiences, though the setting itself may be no part of that experience.
Rene Dubois writes
"I remember the mood places better than their precise features because places evoke for me life situations rather than geographical sites. "
Or there may be personal places which in themselves are the source of some peak experience, and ecstatic experience of pure individuality and identity, that stems from some encounter with place. 

Rootedness and care for place
Attachment to place constitutes our roots in places and familiarity that this involves, it's not just a detailed knowledge of the sense of deep care and concern for that place. 
Simone Weil wrote. 
"To be rooted is perhaps the most important and least recognised need of the human soul. "
Robert Coles writes
"It is utterly part of our nature to want roots, to need roots, to struggle for roots, for a sense of belonging, for some place that is recognised as mine, as yours, as ours. Nations, regions, states, counties, cities, towns -  all of them have to do with politics and geography and history; but they are more than that, for they somehow reflect man's humanity,  his need to stay someplace and get to know other people, and what I suppose can be called a particular environment or space or neighbourhood or set of circumstances".
To have roots in a place is to have a secure point from which to look out on the world, a firm grasp of one's own position in the order of things, and a significant spiritual and psychological attachment to somewhere in particular. 

The drudgery of place
In 1678 the word ‘nostalgia’ was coined by a Swiss medical student, Johannes Hoffa to describe an illness that was characterised by such symptoms as insomnia, anorexia, palpitations, stupor, fever and especially persistent thinking of home. 
‘Homesickness’ as a synonym for nostalgia. This was believed to be a disease. The opposite however Robert Burton writes, "death itself another hell to be tied to one place"
The places to which we are most committed maybe the very centres of my lives, but they may also be oppressive and imprisoning. 
There is not merely a fusion between person and place, but also tension between them. 

Essence of place
The place is a centre of action and intention, it is a‘focus where we experience the meaningful events of our 
existence.
Cezanne for example did not paint landscapes he painted the landscapes of Provence. 
The basic meaning of place its essence, does not therefore come from locations, nor from the trivial functions that places serve, nor from the community that occupies it, nor from superficial and mundane experiences- though these are all common and perhaps necessary aspects of places. The essence of place lies in the largely and unselfconscious intentionality that defines places as profound centres of human existence. There is for virtually everyone a deep association with and consciousness of the places where we were born and grew up, where we live now, or where we have had particularly moving experiences. A French philosopher Gabriel Marcel has summarised this as simply "An individual is not distinct from his place he is that place". 



On the identity of places
Wagner says
"Place, person, time and act, form an indivisible unity".





The identity of places
Ian Nairn
Recognises that"there are as many identities of place as there are people for identity is in the experience I mind and intention of the beholder as much as in the physical appearance of the city or landscape. 

The components of the identity of places. 
There are three components of place, the static physical setting the activities and the meanings all constitute the three basic elements of the identity of places. 
The meanings of places may be rooted in the physical setting and objects and activities but they are not a property of them rather than our property of human intentions and experiences. 

There is another important aspect or die mention of identity that is less tangible than these components and dialects yet serves to link and embrace them this is the attributes of identity that is been variously turned spirit of peace sense of place or genius of place genius Loci all terms which refer to character or personality. 

DH Lawrence Wrote
"Different places on the face of the earth have different vital effluence, different vibration, different chemical exhalation, different polarity with different stars; call it what do you like. But the spirit of place is a great reality. 

Insideness and outsideness
To be inside a place to belong to it and to identify with it, and the more profoundly inside you are the stronger is this identity with the place. 



Lyndon writes
"Being inside is knowing where you are". 
It is the difference between safety in danger, Cosmos and chaos, enclosure and exposure, or simply here and there. From the outside you look upon a place as a traveller might look upon the town from a distance; from the inside you experience a place, are surrounded by it and part of it. 

These zones are defined by our intentions; if our interest is focused on our home then everything beyond home is outside, if our concern is with our local district then everything beyond that district is outside, and so on. In short as our intentions vary, so the boundary between inside and outside moves. 

To some degree we carry these zones around with us as we move, we are always at the centre of our perceptual space and hence in a place. 

Vicarious insideness. 
It is possible to experience places in a secondhand or vicarious way, that is, without actually visiting them. 
One purpose of the artist or poet in depicting a place, is to convey something of what it is to live there, to give a sense of that place. 
"Poets painters, and musicians sometimes choose to live, and strictly operate, within a very special world defined by a very special boundaries, self-imposed. They do not set out to discover these worlds; they appear to be born within them. When we read, inspect or listen to the work, we enter into their domain. The degree to which we are transported and the identity of those places to which we are transported depends presumably both on the artists skills of description and on our own imaginative and empathetic inclinations. 


Rasmussen wrote
"if we ourselves open to impression and sympathetically inclined the place will open up and reveal its true essence".

The most fundamental form of insideness is that in which place is experienced without deliberate and selfconscious reflection, yet is full with significances. It is the insideness this most people experience when they're at home and in their own town or region, when they know the place and its people I don't know and accepted there. Existential insideness characterises belonging to a place and the deep and complete identity with a place that is the very foundation of the place concept. 
Existential insideness is part of knowing implicitly that this place is where you belong. 
Incidental outsideness applies only to those places in which we are visitors and towards which our intentions are limited and partial. 


Place can be deeply personal yet shared. 

Types of identities of places
The identity of a place is comprised of three interrelated components, each irreducible to the other - physical features or appearance, observable activities and functions, and meanings or symbols. 

Ian Nairn 1965. wrote
"It seems a commonplace that almost everyone is born with the need for identification with his surroundings and the relationship to them - with the need to be in a recognisable place. So sense of place is not a fine art extra, it is something we cannot afford to do without."
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