Napoleonic Wars

O pleasant exercise of hope and joy!
For great were the auxiliars which then stood
Upon our side, we who were strong in love!
Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive,
But to be young was very Heaven!" (Wordsworth Prel., x, 690-4.)

1792 French declare war against Austria 

1793 Execution of Louis XVI; War declared against Britain, Holland, Spain; the Committee of Public Safety and the Committee of General Security
1794 Napoleon appointed commander of artillery in the Army of Italy

1795 Bread riots in Paris ---Napoleon saves the government by turning his cannon on rioters; food riots in England; Directory begins

the awful Truth that in the course of this calamitous Contest more than a million of Men have perished … each of whom the mangled cor[p]s terrifies the dreams of her that loved him … an Evil of incalculable magnitude. (Coleridge ‘On the Present War’ (The Watchman April 1796) 

1796 Marriage of Napoleon Bonaparte and Josephine; Napoleon is appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Army of Italy; Coup d'Etat Paris (republicans over reactionaries)

1798 Napoleon invades Egypt and occupies Malta; Repressive legislation in Britain limiting freedom of speech, press, and assembly
1799 Dictatorship of Napoleon established under the Consulate; Russia declares war on France

1800 French surrender Malta

1801 French capitulate in Egypt; Nelson attacks Copenhagen --- ‘blind eye’; Napoleon signs concordat with the Pope.

1802 Treaty of Amiens between Britain and France; France invades Switzerland

Two Voices are there; one is of the Sea,
One of the Mountains; each a mighty Voice:
In both from age to age Thou didst rejoice,
They were thy chosen Music, Liberty!
There came a Tyrant, and with holy glee
Thou fought'st against Him.
(Wordsworth ‘Thought of a Briton on the Subjugation of Switzerland’)

1803 Britain declares war on France; Napoleon plans to invade Britain --- troops massed at Boulogne, a fleet of 1500 ships is assembled; Britain captures French colonies of St Lucia and Tobago. 

1804 Napoleon declared Emperor (crowns himself in Notre Dame); Spain declares war on Britain1 April: Joseph Bonaparte becomes King of Naples
1805 French army 250.000 conscripted men; Napoleon crowned King of Italy; Britian Austria and Russia form coalition --- later joined by Sweden; Britain and Russia form alliance; Battle of Trafalgar; Battle of Austerlitz, Frnace defeats Austro-Russian force --- treaty between Austria and France, Austria cedes much territory, end of coalition; Napoleon crowned Emporor by the Pope in Paris.

It is perhaps impossible to show that a single war ever did, or could, have taken place in the history of mankind, that did in some way originate with those two great political monopolies, monarchy and aristocracy. (Godwin Political Justiice 5.16)
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1806 Joseph Bonaparte (King of Naples; Louis Bonaparte (King of Holland; Napoleon sues for peace with Britain; death of Charles James Fox ends hopes for peace Napoleon enters Berlin: Berlin degree begins the Continental System, seeking to blockade Britain and limit trade between continental Europe and Britain; French enter Warsaw; Battle of Jena and Auerstädt (France against Prussia)  four fifths of German territory occupied by victorious French.  
1807 France and Spain attack Portugal

1808 Joseph Bonaparte (King of Spain; Wellington defeats French forces in Portugal

1809 Napoleon divorces Joesphine

1810 Napoleon marries Marie-Louise of Austria; Napolean creates regional governments in Spain; France annexes Holland; Britain captures Martinique

1811 Napoleon’s a son given the title 'King of Rome'; Napoleon prepares to invade Russia. 

1812 Napoleon invades Russia entering Moscow; retreats by October; United States declares war on Britain
1813 Russians enter Berlin; Prussia declares war on France; Wellington advances into Spain 

1814 Allies enter Paris; Napoleon abdicates; Louis XVIII enters Paris
1815 Napoleon exiled to Elba escapes and returns to France; Battle of Waterloo: French Army c. 72,000 (c. 250 guns, 16,000 cavalry) Anglo-Allied arm under Wellington c. 67,500 men, Prussian army c. 30,000 (c. 150 guns, 12,000 cavalry) --- total casualties c. 55,000 ; Napoleon abdicates.



thy most dreaded instrument


In working out a pure a pure intent


Is Man, arrayed for mutual slaughter


Yea Carnage is thy Daughter (Wordsworth from ‘Ode 1815’ (1816))
