This chapter will be identifying the methodology and approach I have chosen to investigate whether the public in England and Wales are ready and willing for routinely armed officers to police our streets. The research objectives are;
· To explore society/public opinion/perspective on routinely arming the police in England and Wales. 
· To evaluate if routinely arming officers increases public confidence in the police. 
· To explore the impact that armed officers have in neighbouring countries.
In this chapter I will justify the method I have chosen for the collecting of information and the approach I will take when conducting my research. Any ethical issues will also be explored with reference to the relevant guidelines or codes of practice.
Qualitive data could be defined as “non-statistical and is typically unstructured or semi-structured. This data isn’t necessarily measured using hard numbers used to develop graphs and charts. Instead, it is categorized based on properties, attributes, labels, and other identifiers” (Pickell, 2021). According to this definition you could draw the conclusion that Qualitive data can be used as a ‘Why?’ question. This type of data is extremely valuable as it is “investigative and is often open-ended” (Picknell, 2021).
Alternatively, the other form of data is known as quantitative - “quantitative data is statistical and is typically structured in nature, meaning it is more rigid and defined. This data type is measured using numbers and values, making it a more suitable candidate for data analysis” (Picknell, 2021).
 To effectively gather the required information, I will be using a mixture of qualitive and quantitative data. I will be focusing on mainly quantitative data for my research as I feel that the type of information I require falls primarily into this category. I feel this approach will deliver better results and accurately portray the publics opinion on this subject.
Method
The type of qualitative research methods I considered was the use of focus groups or semi-structured interviews. I considered this method because it would have allowed me to gather people’s opinions on the topic and probe with further questions for more details if required. This type of data gathering technique would be beneficial as it allows “for an open response in the participants own words rather than a ‘yes or no’ type answer” (Schmidt, 2004). Furthermore, this type of research method would allow me to gather information for a specific group (chosen at random) from a certain demographic or group from society. 
Consideration should also be given to the fact that this method also has its downsides. The main downside is that “focus group participants are sometimes reluctant to deal with sensitive topics in a discussion setting, when compared with an individual interview or a survey” (Berkes, 2004). It has been found that the more sensitive or controversial the topic being discussed the less likely the individuals are to honestly contribute to the research. As the topic that I am researching could be considered sensitive to certain individuals I do not believe that this method would be wholly appropriate to carry out as it is likely to yield potentially unreliable results.
After considering these issues I decided that the most appropriate method for carrying out research would be through the use of an online survey. I believe this would be the most appropriate and beneficial method for a number of reasons. 
Firstly, this method would allow me to gather both qualitative and quantities data. This is because I can use both questions that can be converted into data as well as using free text boxes to ask the participants opinion. I also believe this method to be appropriate as it negates the main issue that was identified with the focus groups and semi structed interviews. This being that an online survey allows the participants to remain anonymous during the whole process. With anonymity also comes the added benefit of gaining more honest feedback from participants. “When a survey is anonymous, respondents are more inclined to discuss sensitive issues and provide more detailed and honest feedback” (Cleave, 2021). I believe that this point alone demonstrates that this type of research is better suited to topics of controversy and more sensitive issues. As previously stated, my research topic falls into this category and is therefore an appropriate approach for this research.
I have also chosen to undertake this research online as I believe this will increase the potential amount of respondents to my survey as it can be distributed far easier than in person.

Ethical issues
The securing of people’s personal views, beliefs and information of every participant in the survey will be vitally important. All research conducted is in line with the University of Wales, Trinity St David’s ethical guidelines and code of conduct. Ethical approval was also sought from the university before any research was undertaken.
In order to comply with the Data Protection Act, all information collected will not be held for any longer than necessary. Information on how the data will be handled and processed will be displayed to the participant before the survey begins. No data that could be used to identify a particular participant will be collected or stored. The survey will be conducted with complete anonymity of all the participants.
In addition, due to the potentially sensitive nature of the topic being discussed, a health warning will be displayed at the start of every survey and participants will be given the opportunity to skip questions that they do not feel comfortable answering.
Time scales and limitations of survey
The research will be undertaken over a five week period with the survey remaining live the entire time before being taken down. The survey will be distributed online and will have no restrictions on what respondents can answer in that time. The survey will also encourage respondents to share the survey to other potential participants. Over this five week period I aim to achieve 30 respondents.





