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This academic poster presents the methodological framework employed in this dissertation, based on the systematic methodology of secondary research. A methods chapter in secondary research describes how available data sources are located, selected, critically appraised, and analysed to yield significant results. The systematic method employed in this study involved formulating a search strategy, defining inclusion and exclusion criteria appropriately, and conducting thematic analysis.
The study examines prevailing themes, including the quality of care, continuity of support, emotional well-being, and autonomy, within UK social care policy and systems.
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· A search strategy is a methodical process of finding and choosing relevant literature in secondary research.
· Boolean operators (AND, OR), keyword filtering, and database features were utilised during this research to generate high-quality focused sources. Searches for peer-reviewed journals, UK research, and health authority documents published between 2016 and 2025. 
· Databases used included CINAHL, PubMed, ScienceDirect, and NHS Evidence, to ensure the literature chosen is both relevant and authoritative to the research focus of comparison between home and care home-based dementia care.
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Systematic searching was conducted using databases like PubMed, ScienceDirect, NHS Evidence, and the UWTSD library (Braun and Clarke, 2019).
The applied keywords were "dementia care UK", "home care versus care home", and "elder care quality". 
Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT) assisted in narrowing results. Filters used were English language, full-text, UK-based sources, and articles published between the years 2016–2025. 
Reference chaining and grey literature from the Alzheimer's Society in 2022 and NICE in 2021 were also used to improve policy knowledge. 
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The following bar chart illustrates the contrast between the levels of satisfaction among dementia patients treated at home and those treated in care homes in the UK. Based on a recent report published by the Alzheimer's Society (2022), 78% of users at home were found to be satisfied with their care compared to just 61% of care home users.
This contrast of graphs reveals a significant disparity in patient experience, and the suggestion that people with dementia will find home care more personal, familiar, and empowering than care homes.


	[image: Badge Tick1 with solid fill]Research Validation and Analysis

[image: Comment Dislike with solid fill]Validation of research in secondary research involves using evidence-based literature from established institutions (Cross et al, 2019). NHS digital intelligence reports, NICE guidelines, and peer-reviewed literature were accorded priority in this work for the sake of reliability and accuracy. Braun and Clarke (2006) used a six-stage thematic analysis approach in analysing the literature. This facilitated the identification of overall patterns and care quality themes, including consistency of care, emotional well-being, and safety, across various care settings. The use of validated materials and a structured analysis approach enhanced the academic quality and validity of the research findings.

	[image: Comment Like with solid fill]Inclusion Criteria
· Published between 2014 and 2025
· Focus on UK dementia care
· Full-text peer-reviewed articles
· Studies comparing care settings (home vs care homes)

	Exclusion Criteria

· Studies older than 10 years
· Research outside the UK
· Articles without access to full text
· Non-English sources
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Ethical considerations in secondary research include respecting copyright, accurately citing sources, avoiding plagiarism, and utilising information responsibly (Bryman, 2016). 




References
    
Alzheimer’s Society (2022) Dementia Care Satisfaction Report. Available at: https://www.alzheimers.org.uk (Accessed: 21 June 2025).
Braun, V. and Clarke, V. (2006) ‘Using thematic analysis in psychology’, Qualitative research in psychology, 3(2), pp. 77–101. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa.
Cole, L. et al. (2022) ‘Factors affecting dementia care practitioners’ decision‐making on moves to a care home for persons living with dementia: A factorial survey’, Health & social care in the community, 30(5), pp. e1651–e1661. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/hsc.13591.
Cross, D.A. et al. (2024) ‘Access to preferred skilled nursing facilities: Transitional care pathways for patients with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias’, Health services research, 59(2), pp. e14263-n/a. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6773.14263.NHS Digital (2020) Adult Social Care Activity and Finance Report, England. Available at: https://digital.nhs.uk (Accessed: 21 June 2025).
NHS Dementia and care homes https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/dementia/care-and-support/care-homes/  ((Accessed: 21 June 2025).
NICE (2021) Dementia: Assessment, Management and Support. Available at: https://www.nice.org.uk (Accessed: 21 June 2025).
Verbeek, H. et al. (2014) ‘Effects of small-scale, home-like facilities in dementia care on residents’ behavior, and use of physical restraints and psychotropic drugs: a quasi-experimental study’, International psychogeriatrics, 26(4), pp. 657–668. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1041610213002512.

 












Respect for Intellectual Property:


All sources, that is, organisational reports (e.g. Alzheimer's Society, NICE) and journal articles, have been accurately referenced in UWTSD Harvard style.


Privacy and Confidentiality:


No identifiable or personal data was employed, but sensitive documents were treated responsibly under guarantees of ethical context.


Data Integrity and Reliability: 


Compliance with Laws and Regulations:


Informed Consent


Exclusively peer-reviewed government or reliable organisational sources (e.g. NHS Digital) were utilised, keeping data valid and reliable.


Research adhered to the University of WTSD's university and ethical guidelines, for instance, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), whenever possible, in order to gather data.


Since there were no participants, there was no requirement of explicit consent. 


All secondary data were in the public domain and ethically cleared in primary research. 


Plagiarism was avoided through original research synthesis and paraphrasing of ideas.
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