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P.75
Mercury, the deceitful god, will come to Alcumena’s house with Jupiter, the king of both men and gods.  For Jupiter loves Alcumena, a beautiful woman, the wife of Amphitruo, a brave man.  Therefore, Jupiter will want to sleep with Alcumena through a long night.  Alcumena however, is a wife of the greatest self-restraint and loves Amphitruo thoroughly.  If she knows (will know) Jupiter’s plans, she will order the king of the gods to leave her house.  Therefore, it will be a difficult task for Jupiter.  But Mercury, a god of the greatest audacity, always knows many plans.  Therefore, Mercury will take the form of Sosia (and) he will order Jupiter to take Amphitruo’s (form).  So, the two gods will enter Alcumena’s house, one in the likeness of Sosia and the other (in the likeness of) Amphitruo.  And Jupiter will make the night long and dark.  Soon Sosia will return into the town, a keen but stupid slave.  He will want to announce the victory of Amphitruo’s army to Alcumena but he will not be able (to).  For Mercury will not want the slave to enter the house.
