CRIMINAL LAW ASSGINMENTS 
What changes did the Corners and Justice Act (2009) makes to the defense  of Diminished responsibility ?Did these amendments change the law in this area for the better ?
DIMINISHED RESPONSIBILITY 
Diminished Responsibility is a partial defense to murder .It means that the accused was surfing   from an abnormality of mental functioning, so much so that they were not in control of their actions .If the jury accept the defense ,the murder charge must be downgraded to that of voluntary manslaughter.
In criminal law, diminished responsibility is a partial defense to murder. The defense of diminished responsibility is contained in sec2 of the Homicide ACT 1957as modified by sec52of the corner and justice Act 2009.
In these case, abnormality of mental functioning is assessed by reference to what a reasonable men would regard as abnormal .In practice, however, the assessment is made by medical expert.
The term ‘’abnormality of mental functioning ‘’was introduce by the corners and justice Act 2009.It replace the previous term in the Homicide Act1957of abnormality of the mind. The language was updated to clarify the law, but does not revoke any previous case law.
Medical evidence is required to prove that the accused was suffering from abnormality of mental functioning.
There are many murder cases throughout British legal history in which diminished responsibility has been raised as a defense. This includes that of R v Champbell Champbell 1987.The defendant was  accused of murdering a female hitch hiker after she refused his sexual advance .She hit him in the eye ,prompting Campbell to punch her in the throat .He become panicked after realizing she was badly wounded and he eventually killed her.
Campbell suffered from epilepsy, but this was not raised as a defense at the original trial. Medical opinion at the time did not think that epilepsy could have substantially impaired his judgment. However, this opinion was later reversed, and it was found that frontal lobe damage could affect the control of emotions, control of impulses and forward planning .He appealed his conviction and a retrial was ordered.
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CORNERS AND JUSTICE ACT 2009
INTRODUCTION :
These explanatory notes relate to the Corner and Justice 2009which received Royal assent on 12 November 2009.They have been prepared by the Ministry of Justice in order to assists the reader in understanding the Act. They do not form part of the Act and have not been enclosed by parliament.
-The notes need to be read in conjunction with the Act. They are not, and are not meant to be ,a comprehensive description of the Act. So where a section or a part of a section does not seem to require any explanation or comment, none is given .
SUMMARY 
The Act is divided in to nine parts.
-Part one 1:Reforms the law in relation to corner and to the certification and registration of deaths .It replaces the existing frame work for the investigation of certain deaths by Corners in the Corners Act 1988(the 1988ACT ) the Act was consolidation of existing Corner legislation, dating back to the early 1900s.In replacing the 1988ACT, this part introduce the few new concepts. There will be a senior Corner for each corner area(previously known as a Corner districts)with the possibility of appointing area Corners and assistant Corners to assist the senior Corners for the area (in place of the existing deputy Corners and assistant deputy Corners).It also reflects that a senior corner may need to make preliminary inquiries to establish wether the death comes within his or her jurisdictions. Chapter one part one ,makes provisions for the conduct of investigations in to death by senior Corners. Chapter two relates to the notifications of death to the corner and provides for the appointment of medical examiners and for the independent scrutiny and conformation of medical certificates of the cause of death. Finally it provides for public funding for advocacy at certain inquest.
-part two2-Contain amendments to the criminal law and simplifies and modernize the law on assisting or encouraging suicide. It amends the law in respect of the offence off the genocide, war crime and crime against humanity.
-part three3-Conatain provisions relating to the criminal evidence, investigation and procedures.
-part four4-Relates to the sentencing chapter one establish the sentencing council for England and Wales.
Part five –Contain further criminal justice provisions ,it makes amendments relating to the commissioner for victims and witnesses established under the domestic violence, crime and victim Act 2004,implementing directive 2006/123/EC on service in the internal market, and makes provision about the retention of knives confiscated from presence entering court and tribunal buildings.
Part six-Contain provisions about criminal and civil legal aid.
Part seven-Introduce a new civil scheme through which courts can order offender to pay amounts in respect of assets or other benefits.
Part eight-Makes a numbers of amendments to the data protection Act 1998,including amendments extending the inspections and audit powers of the information commissioner .
Part nine-Sets out supplementary provisions about (amongst other things)order and regulations commencement ,extent and repeals. 
CONCLUSION 
The Act makes provisions about evidence given by anonymous witnesses, during  the passage of the bill it was amended so as to provide for the expiry of the power to make witness anonymity order on 31december 2009.The purpose of this Act is to establish more effective, transparent and responsive justice and corner services for victims, witnesses, bereaved families and the wider public. It seeks to achieve this by: updating parts of the criminal law to improve its clarity, fairness and effectiveness.
In addition, improved the protection violence, from the early stages of the criminal justice process. The Act will confer stronger inspections powers on the information commissioner to improve the way that personal data is held and used.
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S.2 HOMICIDE ACT 1957
Section 52 of the corners and Justice Act2009(CJA 2009)replace the definition of diminished responsibility in section2 of the homicide Act 1957 [HA1957].It applies to any prosecution for a murder occurring before 4 October 2010. 
There is four stages taste, of which all four elements must be proved:
1-Whether the defendant was suffering from an abnormality of mental functioning.
2-If so, whether it had  arisen from a recognized medical condition.
3-If so, whether it had substantially impaired his ability either to understand the nature of his conduct or to form a rational judgment or to exercise self –control (or any combination).
4-If so, whether it provided an explanation for his conduct. Where section 2applies the conviction is for manslaughter but that does not prevent other parties to the killing from being convicted of murder.
R v Conroy [2017]EWCA CRIM 81;  
Is a case where a murder conviction was upheld following an irrational decision to kill a fellow in mate in order to have undisturbed sexual intercourse but which was executed relying on logical and rational decisions? Substantial impairment means ‘’important or weighty’’R V GOLDS [2016] UKSC61.R V BRENNAN[2014] EWCA CRIM2387.
The prosecution should normally adduce its own expert evidence where it proposes to contest a defense of diminished responsibility, further ,if there are other fact or circumstances ,which might cast  different light on defense expert medical evidence that is not contradicted and the matter is to be left to the jury .
R V BUNCH(Martin John)[2013]EWCA Crim2498upheld  and followed  R V BYRNE(Patrick Joseph)[1960]2 Q.B 396.This line of cases establish that medical evidence is a practical necessity of a S.2 defence is to succeed because the onus is on the defendant .Recognized medical condition can be found in the world health organizations international classification of diseases (ICD-10)and the American Psychiatric Associations Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders(DSM-IV).See the cases R V CLIFT,R V HARRISON[2012]EWCA Crim 2750,(R V JB[2013]EWCA CRIM 356).See further R V FOSTER (MARK)[2007]EWCA CRIM 2869.
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WHAT CHANGES DID THE CORNERS AND JUSTICE ACT (2009)MAKE TO THE DEFENCE OF DIMINISHED RESPONSIBILITY ?DID THESE AMENDMENTS CHANGE THE LAW IN THIS AREA FOR THE BETTER?
The defence under the 2009Act are partial ,which means that if successful ,the conviction will be one of manslaughter instead of murder and therefore afford the judge discretion in sentencing .In absence of such defense ,the judge would be enforced to pass a mandatory sentence upon SUSAN :that she be imprisoned for life. The defense which was originally enacted under the Homicide ACT 1957 have been reformed by the 2009 Act and these will now be considered in turn.
The first possible defense that will be considered is loss of self-control. Although as will be discussed, the new defense is very similar in nature to the former provocation defense under the 1957ACT, the previous defense of provocation is abolished under the 2009ACT (S56).
Significantly, it should be noted that unlike the former defense, there is no need that the loss of control is sudden (see R V DUFFY[1949]1 A11 ER932). For the defense to succeed, it must also it must also be established that there was a qualifying trigger which led to Susan losing self control. Section 55of the 2009Act goes on to define a number of qualifying triggers which will satisfy the second element of the defense.
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CONCLUSION 
Finally, it should be noted that under the former defense, cases concerning women who have been subjected to domestic violence were particularly hard to defend as it is more difficult to argue the defense of provocation in circumstance where the fatal act is not carried out under a sudden loss of self –control.(See Thornton (no 1)[1992]1All ER306:Thornton (no.2)[1996]1 WLR 1174;Ahluwalia[1992]A All ER889).
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The advantage of this law, the Act makes provision about evidence given by anonymous witnesses. During the passage of the bill, it was amended so as to provide for the expiry of the power to make witness anonymity orders on 31 December 2009,subject to being extent by order .This amendment become Section 14of the Act.(Hansard col.516:26 June 2008)The consultation paper convicting Rapists and protecting victims –justice for victims of Rape(Spring2006).
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The law commission had proposed removing the loss of control criteria completely .this was because it was recognized that women in abusive relationship may kill from a combination of anger, fear, frustration and sense of desperation.(R V MOLONY1985).
As a result, some academics and legal commentators believe that the defense of loss of control should be abolished, including Professor Jeremy HORDER .
(Jeremy Horder Provocation and Responsibility (1992 OUP).But we must not allow our emotion to over-ride our legal reasoning. 
The new defense S54-56Corners and Justice Act 2009replaced defense of provocation S3Homicide ACT 1957,It come in to force  October 2010.
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