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-          From which regions were the slaves aboard Hannibal purchased?
The slaves aboard Hannibal were purchased in Whydah, a kingdom on the coast of West Africa and The Gold Coast.
-          What calling points did the Hannibal make en-route to the Americas?
It stopped at Sao Tome en-route to the Americas.
-          What was the destination of the Hannibal in the Americas?
The Hannibal’s destination was Barbados.
-          What was the length of the ‘Middle Passage’?
The Middle Passage took 100 days.
-          What was the demographical makeup of the African slaves aboard the Hannibal?
The demographics of the African slaves were 66.1% men, 26.9% women, 5.6% boys, 1.3% girls
-          How many slaves embarked from Africa?
700 slaves embarked from Africa.
-          How many slaves disembarked in the Americas?
372 slaves disembarked in the Americas.
-          Using the database, what other information can you glean about the ship’s captain, Thomas Phillips?
I haven’t been able to find any further information about Captain Thomas Phillips on the database but the sources in the information of the voyage of Hannibal led me to research further, and I found that the Hannibal was his second voyage and he was 29 years old at the time. He wrote a diary of his time as captain on the ship which is a harrowing read, showing the brutality of slave ships. The fact that 328 slaves never made it off the ship holds testament to the horrendous conditions onboard. According to Thomas Phillips’ journal they tortured all slaves, having them in irons and branding their chest with a H. He refused to do certain things such as cutting off limbs to deter other slaves from causing problems, but also tries to justify why they were so cruel to the slaves. Thomas Phillips was given the ship and the job by his benefactor Sir Jeffrey Jeffreys, and so everything seems to always have been provided for him without issue. His main aim, it appears, was to get rich, which is described in depth at the start of his journal of his time on the Hannibal.
