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A community of Home-schooled young People within Bridgend Borough.
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 This profile focuses on a community of young people Home-Schooled within Bridgend County Borough. 
Exploring similarities, shared experiences and characteristics that make them a community (Smith,1994, p,8).
 Using interactive methods 6 participants ages 12-16 reflected on formal education experiences through conversation and a participative game encouraging group work and social skills. (Kolb,1984).
 Emojis, an effective tool for assessing mood and experiences, facilitation   enabled to collect qualitive data to analyse and evaluate the participants views and experiences on education support, linking the data to need, well-being, as well as social impacts on young people not engaged in formal school settings (NOS,2019 P, 5), (Down To Earth,2023).
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Profile.

Below a profile on each young person, also indicating relationship status within the group.

              Known through school setting experiences.
               
              Known socially before Steer.
              
              Interact socially outside Steer.
                                                    D
Age 14
Lives with Mum, Dad and 3 siblings.
E
Age 12
Female
Lives with Mum and foster Brother.
Regular contact with Dad.
F
Age 13
Female Lives with Mum, Stepdad and 1 sibling, contact with 2 siblings.
11 siblings in total.
No contact with Dad.

C
Age 13
Female
Lives with Mum, Dad and 1 sibling.
B
Age 16
Female
Lives with Mum and 6 siblings.
No contact with Dad.
A
Age 14
Male
Lives with adopted mum and adopted Brother.
No contact with adoptive Dad or birth parents.


 


 Guardian Employment Status.Stats






Data shows half of the group disengaged in the first year of comprehensive. when asked if they were happy in primary school 4/6 said yes, with the transition to comprehensive a massive, sometimes over whelming, period for young people can more methods be put in place to help young people through the transition experience.
(Youngminds,2021).
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5
The whole group reasoned bullying being the leading factor in disengaging from school.
3/6 young people put a thumbs up to the possibility of going back to formal school setting which leads to the question why more isn’t being done to keep young people within the education system.
(Word pictures).
All 6 young people that took part in the survey expressed the only contact from their respective schools was a once yearly home visit from the educational welfare officer.
5 out of the 6 young people stated bullying was the leading factor of disengaging from school.

















Above shows the interests and hobbies within the group with 2/6 young people stated they do not participate in activities expressing Steer the only constant Commitment they have. Lack of face-to-face social interaction can negatively impact mental health and well-being foster low self-esteem, anxieties, and social skills. Friends and positive interactions shape our ability to form healthy relationships. 
(Young Minds,2021)
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    6
All 6 participants gave [image: Coverage Counsel: The REVISED (and Current) Should-You-Wish-to-Complain ...]to having regular work set by school with 1/6
engages in regular academic work which not set by the school.
All 6 participants expressed feeling unsupported by the Education system, revealing a once yearly home visit off the Education welfare officer is all the contact received.
When asked if the group missed seeing friends at school 4/6 gave a thumbs down, 2/6 gave the poo emoji, with only 2/6 given a thumbs up to seeing friends outside of school.
 Regular social interactions, building and forming meaningful healthy relationships all support good mental health and self-esteem that Home Schooled young people are at risk of not developing. (Young Minds).
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When asked if the group felt supported by teachers also if they felt safe at school all 6 gave this emoji for both questions.
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 Stats Wales data shows Bridgend Borough having the lowest numbers across Wales of young people not enrolled within the school educational system.

























The graph shows the whole group had no engagement with a school-based Youth worker.







UNCRC

•Article 28 -The right to Education

•Article 29-Goals of Education.

•Article 3- Best Interests of the child.

•Article 31- Leisure, play and culture.

Every Young person has rights. 
(UNCRC)
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Summary
This group are recognised as Home-Schooled by Bridgend County Council and registered to schools across the Borough, explaining the low dis-engagement statistics.
However, could they be considered  (NEET) Not in Education or Employment as the only structure all 6 have is once weekly sessions  at Independent Community Organisation Steer The Enterprise where they actively participate in experiential learning opportunities (Kolb,1984) ,through informal and non-formal approaches learning,  developing  crucial life and social skills , fostering , supporting opportunities  which sometimes leads to accreditation (Steer,2022), but is not set curriculum. (Wales Review group,2022).
Is enough being done to support vulnerable Home-Schooled young people’s “right to education.” (UNCRC).

Refereed by Bridgend Borough 
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Bridgend Borough last updated the Elective Home Education Policy prior 2024 in 2007.
(BCBC,2024).
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[image: Overwhelmed Employee Free Stock Photo - Public Domain Pictures]Estyn reports one Secondary school attended by some participants as” Excelling in providing highly effective individual support with genuine care supporting young people at risk of poor attendance in comfortably returning to Education” (Estyn, p.8.2023), another Estyn reported although with adequate staff training and strategies in place pupil progress and attendance figures are below pre-pandemic levels. (Estyn, p. 2. 2024)
 Under the Children’s Well Being and Schools Act 2024 Changes to the home-schooling framework see changes to the (EHE) Elective Home Education System Policy across all UK local Authority’s (BCBC,2024).
 The framework sets out to” safeguard children and young people’s well-being and rights to education by using a multiagency approach to support families and young people needs “(GOV, UK, 2024).
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September 2023 Welsh Government published the Community focused school’s module, promoting and recognising schools need of support of the wider community, independent third sector youth organisations, using a multi-agency approach utilising expertise and skills to help support every individual young person’s needs. (Gov.wales)
Although no doubt framework has been re- visited new policy and strategies due 2025 young people are being failed by local authority, schools as well as parents and care givers who collectively agreed to certain criteria to ensure the well-being and education of young people being Home- Schooled.
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Action
While stating strong partnerships with youth organisations such as Inspire 2 Achieve (Hillman,2025) that go into schools to support young people, Bridgend Borough lacks School based Youth workers.
With a three-year strategic plan commissioned to strengthen services in place there has seen sufficient progress especially within the youth justice system (BCBC, 2023.P54). Young People would no doubt benefit from constant support from youth work within the formal school setting. 
As informal educators having school-based youth workers with their unique relationship with young people deliver regular sessions on bullying, educating young people on the physical and often long-term emotional effects of bullying and cyber bullying has on a person’s mental health and well-being with the impact sometimes leading to self-harm, low self-esteem or even suicide. (NSPCC) Youth work can educate and offer support to young people. (Appendix 2).
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Gaurdians don’t work	Yes at least one gaurdian is part time/ full time employment.	No not in employment.	4	2	


 School year of disengagement. .

School year	year 7	year 8	year 9	year 10	year 11	3	2	1	0	0	young people	year 7	year 8	year 9	year 10	year 11	



Activities.	Horses	Youth Club	Football	Guides	Cadets	Boxing	Biking	Nothing	2	1	1	1	2	1	1	2	

number of young people	I knew school had a youth worker	I did not know school had a youth worker	rI  had regular contact with school youth worker	I knew what youth work was before  joining Steer The Enterprise.	I did not know what youth work was before Steer.	I would go to Steer more days if a possibilty 	I am excited about college/ apprenticeships / further training.	I am not excited about college/ apprenticeship/ further training.	3	3	0	4	2	6	2	4	
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@ You forwarded this message on Thu 30/01/2025

11:57
Tanya Hillman
To: Rachel.jones@hotmail.co.uk + 2
Thu 30/01/2025 10:57 View more
Inspire to Work Presentation... Inspire 2 work+ Leaflet You
PDF - 2 MB PDF - 447 KB

3 attachments (8 MB)

Hi Rachel, Attached is information about my project — Its not
school based though it is for young people 16 — 24 who are
not in education, employment or training.

Inspire 2 Achieve — | don’t have any documents regarding
that project but | have attached the seniors as they will be
able to give you the info better than me @

Andrea / Angharad — Are you able to support with a brief
description of inspire 2 achieve — Rachel is doing a piece of
work for university and needs detail on what the project is,
how many schools lead workers are in, what their roles are
and how many of them there is @

Rachel if you look on Bridgend Youth Support there is other
services like Youth Emotional Health, Youth Homelessness
and Your Voice — these teams are not based in schools but
do do work within the schools.

Thanks

Tan
Tanya Hillman Ffon / Phone: (01656) 754926
Cydlynydd NEET OI-16 / Post 16 NEET Coordinator Ffén Symudol / Mobile Phone:
Ysbrydoli i Weithio+ / Inspire to Work+ 07929001553
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