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This essay will look at how we celebrate the welsh language and welsh culture and belonging within one’s setting, with a brief history of the welsh language. The welsh language has battled through the decades, according to (The welsh Language-Historic UK, 2020) the welsh language has been spoken in Britain since 600 BC and is Brythonic, meaning British Celtic in origin and was spoken before the Roman occupation. The welsh language flourished under the Anglo Saxons and in the middle ages and was known as Middle Welsh. In 1536 under Henry V111’s the welsh language began to suffer with new laws being enforced and English sovereignty, the English language dominated the country (The Welsh Language-Historic UK,2020) Even with families trying to hold onto their language and culture it was becoming a minority language.  The industrial revolution hit Wales and with mass migration, English was the common language in Wales and the future of the native tongue looked bleak. (The Welsh Language-Historic UK, 2020). According to the BBC, During the Victorian times of the British empire welsh was not an institutional or even an official language, it was classed as not suitable medium for education (BBC,2014). Children were punished for speaking their native tongue and subjected to humiliation and chastisement. In 1967 Plaid Cymru and the welsh language society campaigned for the Welsh language to be equal to the English language and a law was enforced(The Welsh Language-Historic UK, 2020). Today the welsh language has come a long way in history, bilingualism and biliteracy is the focus of the Welsh Government to increase the number of welsh speakers to 1 million by 2050. (Gov.Wales, 2019). Today schools in Wales embrace the culture, 
 “children should appreciate the different languages, images, objects, sounds, and tastes of belonging to Wales, and understand the welsh heritage, literature and arts as well as the language”. (Supporting  Holistic learning and development/working with 2-7-year olds, no date). The Welsh Education Action plan states “Our National mission of education reform seeks to raise standards, reduce the attainment gap and deliver an education system that enjoys public confidence and is a source of national pride” (Gov.Wales, 2017). Welsh in education, Action plan suggests, 
“during the last half a century, a revival of interest in language and Welshness has been reflected in the growth and development of welsh medium education that has provided an opportunity for new generations to become welsh speakers” (The welsh language in education in the UK, 2020).
The  new curriculum for Wales Successful futures aim is for all children and young people in Wales to become ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, healthy confident individuals and ethnically informed citizens (Gov.wales,2020,p.17). The Wellbeing of future Generations (Wales) Act states “A Wales that is prosperous, resilient, healthier, and more equal, with cohesive communities, a vibrant culture and a thriving welsh language”. (Wizerd,2018). Today’s mission for the future of the language and culture in education notes,
 “Schools in wales are required to ensure pupils be given the opportunities, where appropriate, to develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the culture, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales” (The role of schools in promoting welsh citizenships-institute of welsh affairs, 2013). School A’s a special needs school and has 152 pupils aged from 3-19 with moderate to severe  learning disabilities and autistic spectrum disorder (ASD). The schools  Ethos is ‘believe it achieve it’! pupils are given as many opportunities as possible to embrace the welsh language and culture.  The schools welsh policy notes the pedagogy for welsh to be “achieved mainly through incidental experiences and opportunities and through a positive and supportive whole school ethos”(school policy,2020). Incidental welsh is used daily throughout the day and during morning and afternoon greetings, which include sut wyt ti, how are you feeling, Sut mae twydd heddiw, what is the weather like? partnered with symbols to support communication. (See appendix 1, p7 ). Posters and signs are also bilingual so pupils experience welsh written words. Commands and praise are used through the medium of welsh  examples “Di awn, well done, Arddchog, Excellent, Amser chwarae, play time, Barod, ready are used with visuals and Makaton signing.
 Francis suggest “as children, bilingual development is taking place alongside conceptual development and learning about the world” it also states “It is through language, in the everyday interactions with the family, and peers and school that culture is transmitted to the child” (Francis, 2011, Bilingualism and second language acquisition).	
The curriculum cwmreig initiative is to help pupils  “identify their own sense of Welshness and to feel a heightened sense of belonging to their local community and country (Smith, 2019). The schools welsh policy notes, “that children should be presented with the opportunity to learn and enjoy the language of welsh” (school policy,2020). The Welsh Government (WAG) policy the rights for young people in connection with united convention for the rights of the child states,  the principles of the united convention for the rights of the child Article 30  states “you have the right to practice your own culture, language and religion (school policy, 2020). The school is the first special needs school to achieve a Bronze award in the Siarter Iaith Gymraeg for welsh speaking and celebrating welsh heritage, winning the award give the pupils a sense of pride. 
How we apply Welshness in ones setting, the school celebrates an Eisteddfod which includes the six areas of learning see (Appendix 2, p. 8). The Eisteddfod has been celebrated in wales since 1176 and translated means sitting. Which may relate to the hand carved wooden chair where the crowned poet is awarded ‘the crowning of the bard’(Historic Uk, no date). The festival is a celebration of welsh culture which includes music, art and poetry. The Eisteddfod celebration is the largest and oldest celebration in Europe (Historic UK, no date).The Eisteddfod is a time for the school to come together and celebrate and try new experiences of welsh culture and heritage. The new curriculum of Wales, Successful futures, 
“Professor Donaldson emphasises the importance of educational experiences as an integral part of the curriculum, to broaden learners’ horizons, to ignite their imagination and to promote enjoyment in learning” (Gov.wales,2020,p.3). 
The Eisteddfod is held as close to St David’s day and becomes a week of rich cultural learning experiences within the school. This year the Eisteddfod was based on the song Calon Lan  which translates to pure heart.  The song was written by Daniel James who lived in Swansea in 1890s (Felinfach,2020). The song was played throughout the week and for the more able children the story of the composer was translated. Bruner a psychologist believed that children learn through a spiral curriculum  McLeod states, “this involved information being structured so that complex ideas can be taught at a simplified level first, and then re-visited at more complex levels later on”(McLeod,2019).
 The rich experiences delivered to the pupils involve  “experience learning opportunities that are based on personal interest, and linked to their home, community and culture” (Alistear,P, p.26). The progression steps for languages, literacy and communication, note, step 1, ‘I am beginning to be aware of a link between languages and culture and am developing a sense of belonging’ (school A, progression steps,2020). The activities involved, staff and Pupils dressing in their welsh national costume or wearing something red. A competition for pupils to create a piece of artwork that reflects wales see (appendix 7,p11). The activities are differentiated to the needs of the individual. Language, literacy and communication is delivered through Attention autism, an intervention which was designed by a speech and language therapist Gina Davies the aim of the programme for pupils with ASD to ‘develop natural spontaneous communication through the use of visually based and highly motivating activities’ (Middletown Centre for Autism,2020). See (Appendix 3, p.9). The activity includes all areas of learning, language, literacy and communication, math and numeracy, science and technology, health and wellbeing and expressive art. There are 4 stages, the aim to engage attention and improve joint attention, turn taking and build on vocabulary. The session delivered to a class of six pupils aged 9-10 years with ASD. Activities welsh themed stage 1 bucket which included highly motivated toys, bubbles, count the bubbles un, dai,  tri, pupils to watch but are not to touch the bubbles. Stage 2, red fountain, science experiment which involves creating a chemical reaction, a highly visual sensory experiment wrapped with language, and introducing welsh colours, Stage 3-Daffodil splat pupils take it in turn to count and splat the daffodils and stage 4-Calon Lon heart prints experiencing different colours, shapes and textures. The activities scaffolded with symbols to support communication. Eisteddfod priorities Health and wellbeing, “healthy relationships are fundamental to our sense of belonging and wellbeing” connection with the wider world and integrational groups” (Gov.wales, 2020).
[bookmark: _Hlk56349667]The what matter statement states “ learning about identity and culture through languages prepares us  to be citizens of wales and the world (Gov.wales,2020). Expressive art activity, Outcome, for the pupils to make a welsh flag, for the school Eisteddfod competition. Instructions are written on widget software, communicate to print, a computer programme  where words are accompanied by symbols to support pupil’s communication see (appendix 6 p.12 )the instructions are clear and concise. Les Vygotsky’s theory of the zone of proximal development (ZPD) interprets Language supported with structured interaction between staff and pupil, including visual instruction assists the pupils to achieve the set task.( McLeod,2020).  Area of learning Science and technology, learning outcome  pupils to make welsh cakes, scaffolded with step by step  instructions in communicate to print see (appendix 4, p) instructions are differentiated depending on the needs of the individual, which could include solely symbols, or words or both. The programme is used to support  pupils  communication. Aim for pupils to follow instructions and to taste a welsh recipe.  What matter statements progression step includes “welsh in English medium settings-I can use context and pictures to help me understand words” (Gov.wales,2020). 
Sensory learning is imperative at p1-p3 which notes “encountering a wide range of experiences enriches students’ lives and stimulates their minds” (Gov.wales,2017). Sensology is a sensory initiative to support pupils with sensory needs. The lesson is sectioned into 5 parts the purpose of the lesson for pupils to identify their senses and experience welsh culture through their senses.  The process  begins with pupils using  a symbol board to identify their body parts, pupils are encouraged to be active and independent, staff verbally translate each body part to welsh with pictures of the senses, eyes,-llygiad, look, nose,-tryn, smell, mouth-ceg, taste, hands, dwylo touch, see (Appendix 5,p.11 ). Understanding languages is key to understanding the world around us.(Gov.wales,2017). Theorist believed children should have the opportunities to learn new skills and develop and learn at different stages, Mcleod notes,
 “Bruner opposed Piaget’s notion of readiness he argued that schools waste time trying to match the complexity of subject material to a child’s cognitive stage of development”. He also states “This means students are held back by teachers as certain topics are deemed too difficult to understand and must be taught when the teacher believes the child has reached the appropriate stage of cognitive maturity (McLeod, 2019). 
The welsh Government, National mission states,
 “It remains our collective responsibility to engage and inspire the next generation of learners for a more prosperous and equal Wales, our national mission is to ensure we deliver on this for all our learners” (Gov.wales, 2020).
 It is imperative that welsh learnt or heard in school, is continued in the community and home, and for it to be “a living language outside the classroom” (Nation Cymru,2020).The Welsh Government states that “we need to plan provision for children and young people which not only gives them the opportunity to use or practice Welsh, but instils in them positive attitudes towards the  language which translates into active us” (Gov.wales, 2020 p.3).
The school provides an inclusive environment where every child despite their challenges are given a  rich learning experience of welsh culture and belonging through the six areas of learning and experience. The school embeds the four curriculum purposes which include
 “ambitious capable learners ready to learn throughout their lives, Enterprising creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life, healthy confident individuals ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society, ethical informed citizens ready to be citizens of Wales and the world” (Donaldson, 2015). 
Giving pupils the experience to hear and speak the welsh language is Imperative to the nurturing of their development. Adapting and overcoming barriers to ensure every child has the experience of a rich culture involves a whole school ethos, and not one class embeds the policy and embraces the culture and another class believing its not applicable to pupils with ASD. It is paramount to embed good practice and offer the best learning experiences for all pupils, making pedagogy exciting and rich in culture, gives pupils the best outcome to become independent learners. Unfortunately according to research “there is still a shortage of welsh speaking specialists in some specific areas to deal with pupils with learning difficulties, though some welsh medium schools have units specializing in welsh medium special educational needs (welsh, welsh language in education in the Uk, no date). For the success of the Welsh Governments proposal to increase welsh speakers in Wales by 2050 there needs to be funding for the welsh language to grow in the twentieth century and for rights to be embedded and supported.  The national assembly of Wales states,
 “the rights that have been established through the standards, no matter how many people take advantage of them, are important-because they are right, they are human rights, and we do have rights as welsh speakers and the people of Wales to hear those rights and to experience them” (supporting and promoting the welsh language, 2019).
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Appendix 2                                           Six Areas of Learning
Language, literacy and communication
Attention Autism   
Listening to welsh songs 




Eisteddfod
Canol Lan 

Mathematics and numeracy
Learning Welsh Number songs 
Measuring ingredients
Expressive arts
 Welsh flag
Heart prints

“ 



Health and Wellbeing
Dress up in the Welsh National costume or wear something red.
PE learning simple rugby skills

Science and technology Cookery making welsh cakes
Evaluation on the IWB
Sensology



Humanities
Visit Swansea market and visit the  welsh cake stall.















Appendix 3
Stage 1: Bucket
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Stage 2: Red fountain
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Stage 3: Daffodil splat
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