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Component 3 
Offer three examples from early years practice to highlight Maslow’s significance in understanding child development. 
Example 1 
Within this example I will discuss an experience where a child presents through behaviour how meeting basic needs is crucial to a child’s development. A child has come into the school setting, firstly I notice they are quiet and avoiding eye contact. Then I notice the child not focusing, quite emotional and reactive, generally quite challenging amongst peers within the classroom. I witness this and immediately ask myself why? I tackle this situation by replacing the child into a quiet calm area, finding out the child hadn’t eaten very well the last few days and was finding his clothes to be damp and uncomfortable. 
Taking into account Maslow’s hierarchy of needs,  straight away it is noticeable that this child hasn’t had his basic needs met, it would be unfair to expect this child to act appropriately in the classroom, understanding achieving milestones or the small tasks set throughout the day would not be a motivation of the child, when the child is still missing the building blocks that are his basic needs. Noltemeyer, A. et al. (2021) emphasise this by stating barriers posed by deficiency needs may limit aspects like cognitive, attentional, physiological needs, as well as opportunities to receive support with growth needs, in this case academic achievement.  This idea is backed up by the research found by Conesa,PJ, et al (2022) who state that ‘psychological needs satisfaction is positively associated with motivation and engagement’. 
To conclude, within early years practice it is pivotal to assess a child’s needs before their behaviour, behaviour is always telling something, often with children it is telling us of a need not met. This way using Maslow’s model it was identifiable that the child’s basic needs were in fact not met and had to be met for that child to engage and develop. Showing the child attention and compassion as well as then meeting the basic need that the child was lacking, impacted the child in a positive way. 

Example 2 
Within this example I will discuss a child who has autism showing difficulties within transitions and how this links in with a need for love, security and belonging.  A child Is referred to play therapy for behavioural difficulties, one of his main struggles is transitions, this may be a large transition such as, starting a new school or going to a new setting. However, it could also be a minor transition, such as going from one activity to another within the same setting. Both extremes are equally as challenging for this child, the biggest concern is how we approach transitions to make them less anxiety producing for the child.  
Within this example it is key to link the child’s anxieties surrounding transitions to Maslow’s theory, specifically love and belonging, with the lack of these feelings during transitions being the catalyst for these struggles within social situations. Research done by autism education trust found that ‘reasonable adjustments are positive steps to ensure learners with autism can fully participate in school life’ implementing this into the child’s day would ensure the child has their love and belonging needs met, nurturing this would hopefully give the child the opportunity to develop within the setting. The importance of a positive transition is imperative, supported by research from Snape et al, (2019) suggesting if transitions have a  negative affect on the child, in turn the impact would be ‘in school misbehaviour, decline in feelings of school belonginess and connections’ furthering this argument Early education (2021) explains that recognising several aspects are connected in a child’s experience and fostering a holistic environment will ensure the best development for the child.  
In conclusion, I would tackle this situation in a proactive way, over a reactive way. Ensuring this child’s additional needs were considered, as research shows that negative feelings surrounding transitions, have a deep and long-lasting impact on the child. Education on this topic would be essential to ensure the right techniques were used by the early year’s practitioners for this child, tailoring it to said child to ensure the psychological needs of the child were met, ensuring the idea that belongingness and emotional security are pivotal for a child’s success within early years. 
Example 3 
Within this example I will discuss a toddler who is of pre-school age, experiencing a flu type illness.  The toddler Is appearing to show sings of a temperature, lethargic and with a disposition not usual for the child. A temperature is then followed by sickness. The child is tired and is needing a lot of attention and affection. Refusing food and water, only appearing to need comforting and affection. 
Due to the child having a secure attachment with his primary care giver, the child clings on to practitioners for love and comfort. Bowlby’s research shows one overwhelming fact ‘attachment is a biological necessity’ Porter,LL (2003) this evidence suggests similarities to Maslow’s hierarchy theory, the child’s need for comfort and affection is as significant as meeting basic needs.  Grimmer,T (2021) explains how ‘the main benefit to adopting a loving pedagogy is that children will feel loved, and have a sense of belonging’ this explains why a loving pedagogy is essential within the early years sector, referring back to Maslow it makes perfect sense to use this pedagogy to nurture a child’s social skills, sense of belonging and confidence. 
In conclusion, nothing can prevent illness within the early years sector as it is quite a common occurrence, however we as early years practitioners can control how we react, and how we act to the child with the illness. I think it is important to always remember when s child is in the early years setting, we as practitioners are the care giver replacing the primary caregiver, the affection and care we show to the child has maintain the levels set by the primary care giver. 
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