Katie Burdett Homework 14/02/2024
Translation. Sat. 30
It was even now not permitted to inspect the furthest… We now had come through to the 
dining room where in the first part an administrator was attending to the accounts. I was 
eminently amazed there was a bundle of rods and axes fixed to the doorpost, which were 
enclosed at the bottom partly as if by a copper beak of a ship, on which was the writing:
“Gaius Pompeius Trimalchio, sevir of Augustus, by Cinnamus the steward.”
And an oil lamp with two wicks, with the same inscription was hanging under the vaulted 
roof, and two tablets were fixed on both sides of the doorpost, of which one, if I remember 
well, had this inscription:
“On the first day of January and on the previous day, our Gaius dines out” 

Commentary Sat.32
Throughout Petronius’ Satyricon, Trimalchio uses symbols above his station which skirted 
legality. In Sat.29, the rods and axes, ‘fasces’ and ‘securibus’ were usually carried by the 
attendants of magistrates, not those who belonged to the Board of 6, whose representatives 
were former slaves. The use of purple stripes, ‘laticlavius’, was representative of senators, so 
high office, who had a purple stripe on their togas. Trimalchio has mimicked this with the 
stripe on his napkin. Gold rings were only allowed to be worn by Roman knights, ‘equites’ 
and this was imitated by Trimalchio’s gilt ring, ‘anulum grandem subauratum.’

As well as using symbols to which freedmen could not ever hope to attain, Trimalchiom 
displays his wealth to excess as shown through the use of colour. This idea of nouveau riche 
continues today. ‘The Great Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald had the working title, ‘Trimalchio 
at West Egg.’ As a slave, Trimalchio would not have had any possessions, so now freed and 
wealthy he enjoys the ostentatious displays, sych as using purple, the most expensive dye 
used at this time. It was known as ‘Tyrian Purple’ (from Tyre in Lebanon) and the purple was 
made from the mucus of three species of Mediterranean sea snails and a pound in the 1st 
Century C.E. would have cost half a Roman soldier’s annual salasry. Pliny the Elder in his 
Natural History Book IX Chapter 60 describes how the dye is made and that over a thousand 
snails are required to make an ounce of the dye. Red was representative of the cloaks 
generals wore and so is incongruous when worn by Trimalchio, ‘pallio…coccidneo’. Again, 
adopting the practices of those who he can never hope to be. (Pray Bober 1999:163). The 
battle honours idea has been previously shown in the beak of the ship, Sat.30 ‘embolum 
navis’, which is a practice used by victorious admirals and seen in Book VIII of Vergil’s Aeneid 
where in ‘The Shield of Aeneas’ Agrippa’s temples shine with the beaked naval crown, his 
proud badge of war, ‘tempora navali fulgent rostrata corona.’

Therefore, Trimalchio is a man, proud of his success, but wanting more than he will ever be 
able to achieve, envious of those who have these rights though birth.
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