[bookmark: _Hlk24676172]What important political and/or social transformations were brought about by the French Revolution, and what was the cultural impact of these transformations?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The French Revolution began on the 5th of May 1789 and lasted till 9th of November 1799. It is said that on the 5th of May, it was the meeting of the Estates General, was the beginning of the Revolution. [footnoteRef:1] On the 9th of November 1799, Napoleon came into power which is said to be the end of the French Revolution.[footnoteRef:2] The French Revolution was a big social and political uprising by the French citizens using both violent, political and social ways to get their views heard. The French Revolution had some major events that took place which happened at the start and throughout the revolution. Such events were the petition of Women of the Third Estate to the King on 1 January 1789, the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen on 26th August 1789. The destruction of the Feudal Aristocracy on 15 March 1790, The declaration of the Rights of Women in September 1791, and the Reign of Terror on September 5th 1793 to July 28th 1794. The main events that happened in the French Revolution took place in Paris, Versailles and the Bastille. After the Revolution happened, it completely changed the social and political structure of France. It had ended the French monarchy, took political power away from the catholic churches as well as putting an end to feudalism. This essay will argue the main topics on how it changed socially and politically and how these transformations impacted culturally to the nation overall. [1:  A. Soboul, A Short History of the French Revolution, 1789-1799 (Presses Universitaires de France, 1965)]  [2: S. T. Ross, European Diplomatic History, 1789-1815: France against Europe (Krieger, 1987)] 

One of the big changes for women politically during the French revolution, was the Petition of Women of the Third Estate to the King on January 1, 1789. This was created by working women. Not much is commentated on when women would gather for this information or if they had created meetings for this. But some women did indeed write down how they felt. The Petition of Women to the Third Estate to the King, as stated above, was working women writing directly to the King himself in a respectful way. The women did not want to take away or overthrow the men’s own authority, all they wanted was enlightenment and education to make them better at being mothers, wives and workers.[footnoteRef:3] In the petition, they wrote to the King, they comment on how their education needs to be improved. The women also write how when they were viewed in the system. Their education was very neglected and teachers did not know the subjects they were teaching, e.g. Latin.[footnoteRef:4] Again at the end of the letter, they state to the king that all they are after is roles to be given to them so that they can be safe and that they are not trying to overrule the men. [3:  George Mason University, ‘Petition of women to the third estate to the king (1 January 1789)’, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/279 [Accessed 15/11/2019]]  [4:  George Mason University, ‘Petition of women to the third estate to the king (1 January 1789)’, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/279 [Accessed 15/11/2019]] 

One vast change to the political structure during the French revolution was the National Assembly. This is when they constructed the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen on the 26th August 1789. This had a huge impact within the population in France. Specific representatives of the people in France originated the National Assembly. They believed that due to the neglect or ignorance of the rights of man was the reason why the government suffered such misfortune and corruption.  This being said, together, the representatives for France chose to set a declaration to remind French citizens of their duties and rights by being present constantly to all members. One of the declarations made was ‘Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be based only on utility.’[footnoteRef:5] This is showing to the people of France that they are free and equal but at the same time may be contradicted because of their social classes making some of these rights perhaps not possible. [5:  George Mason University, ‘Declaration of the rights of man and citizen, 26 august 1789’, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/295 [Accessed 15/11/2019]] 

[bookmark: _Hlk24671475]Politically, during and after the French revolution, the government experienced mass changes. One of the major political moves was the destruction of the Feudal Aristocracy.  This was done by the abolition of the feudal system that was in place within France at the time. The start of this abolishment of the feudal system in France was piloted by the Constituent assembly as well as the bourgeoisie’s interest in a capitalist transformation of the economy of France, but also specifically the agricultural interest within France as well.[footnoteRef:6]  In order for the transformations to the economy and the agriculture of France to change, there was one specific thing that needed to change, that being the laborers of the land which were required for the agriculture and the economy to be freemen.[footnoteRef:7] For this to be realised it required the abolition of serfdom within France. It also required the freedom for production of equipment and crops, and thus the destruction of the seigneurial monopolies. It required the at will disposal of property so that the land could be used for other means. It also required the formation a unified and national market and for that the internal tariffs and tolls within France had to be abolished also. When it came to the actual abolition of the feudal system the nobility of which a large portion gained a lot of their finances from the in situ feudal system objected to the abolishment as it would mean that they would lose that financial aspect, unless there was significant financial compensation for the abolishment of the feudal system.[footnoteRef:8] These compensations were granted and finally were decreed on the 15 March 1790.[footnoteRef:9] Whilst the abolition went through, it appeared to only be superficial at most. This was due to the superficial sacrifices of the aristocracy as well as how much of an illusion the benefits to the bourgeoisie and the peasants were. [6:  A. Soboul, A Short History of the French Revolution, 1789-1799 (Presses Universitaires de France, 1965)]  [7:  A. Soboul, A Short History of the French Revolution, 1789-1799 (Presses Universitaires de France, 1965)]  [8:  A. Soboul, A Short History of the French Revolution, 1789-1799 (Presses Universitaires de France, 1965)]  [9:  A. Soboul, A Short History of the French Revolution, 1789-1799 (Presses Universitaires de France, 1965)] 

Olympe de Gouges was originally born ‘Marie Gouze’ on the 7th May 1748.[footnoteRef:10] She was a prolific playwright during the early 1780’s, writing under the pen name of ‘Olympe de Gouges’. She became increasingly outspoken during the latter 1780’s, especially during 1788 when she became a distinct outspoken advocate against the slave trade within France and consequently started writing political pamphlets for the French Revolution, again using the pen name of ‘Olympe de Gouges’.[footnoteRef:11] One of the most important writings that Olympe de Gouges wrote was the ‘Declaration of the rights of women and of the female citizen’, this was written on the 5th September 1791.[footnoteRef:12] This was written shortly after the ratification of the French Constitution of 1791 by King Louis XVI whom dedicated this to his wife Queen Marie Antoinette. The declaration of the rights of women and of the female citizen was also written in response to the declaration of the rights of man and of the citizen, 1789. This was too point out the blatant lack or disregard to gender inequality that was introduced with the constitution of 1791. This constitution essentially gave men over the age of 25 an active citizenship and the rights to vote among others, however left very little in terms of rights to the women of France. This document brought attention to at least some of the issues that women faced during the times of the French revolution, however it brought too much attention to Olympe de Gouges herself. As a result of this writing among others Olympe de Gouges was accused, tried and convicted of treason and eventually was executed by guillotine on the 3 November 1793.[footnoteRef:13] [10:  George Mason University, ‘Olympe de Gouges, The Deceleration of the Rights of Women (September 1791), https://tinyurl.com/s54hg4c [Accessed 15/11/2019]]  [11:  E. Harth, Cartesian Women: Versions and Subversions of Rational Discourse in the Old Regime (Cornell University Press, 1992) p. 229.]  [12:  C. Naish, Death comes to the maiden: Sex and Execution, 1431-1933 (Routledge, 1991) ]  [13:  Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, ‘Olympe de Gouges (1748-1793)’, https://www.iep.utm.edu/gouges/ [Accessed 15/11/2019]] 

During the time that all of this was happening, a vast amount of social changes was also coming about. People were beginning to see the changes in what was happening politically which was encouraging people socially. Due to the changes that the French revelation was creating, it started to overthrow the old economic and social order. Because of this it also then started to destroy the state structure of the old regime. “As the revolution overthrew the old social and economic order, it also destroyed the state structure of the old regime…” Here Albert Soboul is stating how the old society and economy have gone and a new version of French society and economy are in play. “now, the nation was equivalent to the whole social organism. there were no more orders, no more classes: everything which was French helped to constitute the nation.” At this time Soboul is saying that the whole of the French society and way of life has changed, directly caused by the French Revolution and in turn created the new nation of France.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  A. Soboul, A Short History of the French Revolution, 1789-1799 (Presses Universitaires de France, 1965) P. 156] 

Because of all the social and political changes in this time, clearly there was mass cultural impacts that also took place upon the French communities. When France was under the Ancien Regime, the cost of living had been risen which made it tough for the people living there. But, because the way of which the French revolution went, they had abolished indirect taxes which meant that the more popular/higher classes in certain towns had gained a big benefit.[footnoteRef:15] Another big cultural impact that happened during the revolution was the women’s own petitions. This had made women have more of a voice and people were responding to what they had to say for example, when they wrote a letter to the King. As mentioned, with the destruction of the Feudal Aristocracy, the French people gained more voice within France, however even though there was great change the people were still governed by the nobility. Due to the social changes of the time, a new movement of Romanticism and esteemed writers, such as Balzac Zola, emerged. [15:  A. Soboul, The French Revolution 1787-1799, From the Storming of the Bastille to Napoleon [n. pub.] P. 556] 

In conclusion, to answer the question of what important political and/or social transformations were brought about by the French Revolution, and what was the cultural impact of these transformations? There was a lot of important political changes brought by the French revolution. Such as, the destruction of the Feudal Aristocracy, the National Assembly that declared the rights of man and citizen, the petition of women of the Third Estate to the King and the declaration of the rights of women. Socially there were also a lot of transformations hat occurred, one of the main things being that there were no more orders or classes which would have relieved the people of France. finally, culturally the French revolution had transformed a lot of issues for the people. Such as the abolition of indirect taxes and so on. Overall, as a result of the changing social and political structures, culture itself was greatly impacted. This is because of the indirect effects on the common people and their ways of life via alterations in taxes and the ability for people to now raise concerns freely without punishment.
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