ECGE4001- Portfolio of study skills Assessment tasks
Part 1

Playing outdoor is a fundamental part of a child’s life. Many countries including Iceland believe outdoor activities are important to a child’s development.
Noradahl and Johannesson highlight the importance of children having outdoor activities in providing a good learning environment, they highlight that children develop their social skills with their peers and develop a knowledge of their natural surrounding with the opportunity to exercise and develop a healthier life style and as such Iceland included this in the teaching curriculum. 

The Icelandic government has produced information and guidance on the importance of outdoor activities during school for children.  There has been a huge emphasis on outdoor playtime, children of all ages get to participate in outdoor activities throughout their school life, ranging from one to sixteen years. However Reykjavik the capital of Iceland, reported that seventy percent of the schools are using outside education (Oladottir, 2008. No page)
It is difficult to report on the accuracy of the information from the ages of six to sixteen as to what activities do occur with teaching staff. This appears to differentiate from school and is dependant on the skills of teaching staff. 
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Part 2
The forest School Network has given its own interpretation of what the benefits of education and learning being used outdoors.

“It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.”






            O’Brien,E and Murray,R (2006)

Murray and O’brien (2006, no page) suggest people are not very subsepitable to this experience because they feel it would not be a safe environment to be taught in. They also suggest young children would have just as many opportunities with indoor activities.

Several authors suggest the research they have carried out indicate if a young person or child does not participate in any outdoor activities they risk having no interest or desire in wanting to as an adult. They believe this will have a further impact on their emotional and physical wellbeing.

The welsh government is encouraging all schools especially within the foundation phase, to have the Forest school programme in their education environment, to show pupils the difference in learning within a classroom environment to an outdoor environment.
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Part 2b

It is important for students to avoid plagiarism because it is seen to be a form of cheating. Presenting your work and taking full credit knowing it is somebody else’s ideas and work is also considered to be an academic offence. 

   School of social justice and inclusion (2017/2018)
Plagiarism is using the work of others without acknowledging your source of information or inspiration. (Cotrell, 2008, no page)
You have to reference any information you use, because without referencing and showing the reader where this information came from you could be seen to be plagiarising a piece of work, quote or any other piece of work.
Wikipedia is certainly not a good source to use to research and gather information for academic assignment because of how unreliable the source is. Anybody is able to edit and change information on this site, which means the information and research you gather will almost certainly be incorrect.

To be able to write a long quotation you need to be able to centre the quote in the middle of the page, leaving about 1cm either side of the page. The quote has to have single line spacing, instead of the usual 2 line spacing. You also need to include the name of the author the quote has been taken from along with the year it was said or written and if it has been taken from a book the page number in brackets also has to be used. 

Five sources you could possibly use to gather research and gain information in a reliable way would be, the Library, reading is an excellent way of gaining information and learning. 
Lectures, making notes and listening to others points of view and knowledge. The Internet, having access to information from all sources makes research easier. 
Journal reviews and articles are also a good way to learn more and obtain different information sometimes you would not find online. 

Part 3 
Student’s perspective on cyber bullying

This is a well written article by the authors,
The article hopes the readers will have a greater understanding about cyber bullying and the way young people perceive this, especially within a school environment.

In this article it will take into account the views of hundreds of students who have been interviewed to gain knowledge of their views an opinions.
Both male and female pupils were interviewed and both had a different set of opinions and views, the females had a stronger view and thought cyber bullying was a much bigger problem than the males.

The article goes on to explain how cyber bullying affects young people especially young people who are using different technologies such as phones, internet, social media groups, to which they leave themselves open for potential cyber bullying.

Discussions with the young people around how to prevent cyber bullying with the use of different strategies and educating people about the issue, such as using the classroom to talk about cyber bullying and implementing it into the schools curriculum would also benefit the students.

The authors define cyber bullying to the pupils they interviewed: 
‘Using the internet or other digital technologies such as cellular phones and personnel digital assistants to be intentionally mean or to harass others’.
The article gives us results using percentages from the students who have participated in the interviews and research conducted which have shown the percentage of young people who have had nothing to do with cyber bullying, who themselves have suffered from cyber bullying or are in fact the actual bully themselves.
There is a better understanding with these results what age is suffering the most with cyber bullying and what percentage of children interviewed have been affected in some way with online bullying.

This is an informal article which highlights many concerns young people have within a school environment and how the trust for people in authority such as teachers or others that work in the school are not the type of people young people feel they can approach if they have any problems. 

The research could help to find a way to help build trust with the young people who are within the school environment.

The main concern with young people were losing their rights to use the technology in the classroom environment if they tell the people in the school. 

“One in five people have suffered cyberbullying” www.telegraph.co.uk
More research has shown to lead to young people being affected long term with anxiety, inadequate and being afraid. (www.bbcnews.co.uk)
This research along with others show just how cyber bullying can have a damaging effect on young people and needs to be addressed by the schools and education system immediately.

This article has raised many concerns surrounding online abuse such as cyber bullying and has highlighted the effect it has on young people. 

The article has given us an insight into the views of young people and shown us more needs to be done in respect of educating people in knowing how to prevent this from happening further. 

With more changes happening in today’s society it is so important to keep up with the research of talking to young people about how they feel about these topics for us to have a better understanding so we can therefore know what to do and prevent it from happening to other young people.
