This essay will address the UKs drug policy and issues surrounding the policies. First by analysing a video from 2020 which suggests points of interest to inform drug policy and issues at the time by considering if the issues persist years later as well as whether the suggestions made in the video have been acted on. Further suggestions will be made after taking this analysis into consideration.
In the video titled Putting UK Drug Policy into Focus, various issues were raised in the United Kingdom’s drug policy at the time. Some of the issues the people in the video mentioned were that custodial prison sentences were ineffective against drug offenders as there were issues with drug usage inside the prisons and that those who were suffering from drug addiction were not given the correct treatment to address their problems. This problem is still prevalent today. According to the UK government themselves, 39% of prisoners think that finding drugs in prison is easy. The video also says that at the time drugs policy was ineffective at tackling drug related issues because the amount of police activity relating to drugs is increasing and yet the price of drugs on the streets is decreasing, indicating that the market is still thriving. As well as how the UK has had an intense and aggressive policy against drugs despite data from Europe showing there is no correlation between aggressive approaches and results. This in turn causes those suffering with drug related issues to not seek help due to a stigma and fear of being put in prison with no help given. Looking at this today, some progress has been made to encourage those with drug related issues to come forward and seek help with an increase in drug treatment numbers. 
The video suggests many changes or introductions to the UKs drug policy in an attempt to improve it. The video suggests that in 2016, the advisory council  on the misuse of drugs recommended measures to reduce opioid related deaths but at the time of the video, the government had not made any action towards these measures with the Advisory Council maintaining its stance of an investment into the use of opioid substitution treatment. The following year, the UK government had begun to introduce opioid substitution treatment. However this was only in England and has not seen any further developments in other parts of the UK. Furthermore, this introduction in England has not seen any other developments since 2021 despite the report from The UK Health Security Agency (2021) acknowledging that opioid substitution treatment is incredibly effective in reducing risks such as heroin related deaths and overdosing. The video then also suggests that naloxone is not widely available enough to make a large enough impact in the reduction of overdoses as it stood at the time of the video. The current day government is actively attempting to widen availability of the drug by expanding the lists of businesses and people who are able to hold, supply and administer the naloxone drug. The Department of Health and Social Care (2024) has made proposals for services and people such as homeless shelters and nurses who are likely to be in contact with vulnerable people at risk of drug usage and overdosing by amending legislation regarding naloxone. The people in the video later suggest that drug checking and testing becomes a more widely available service and that heroin assisted therapy is introduced into the UK. While drug checking can be seen at some events around the country, there has not been any particular push by the UK government to increase the rate or accessibility of the practice and as such the rate of use remains reliant on smaller groups seeking to aid drug users in understanding the contents of their drugs. In relation to the suggestion of heroin assisted therapy, there was one instance of it being used in Middlesbrough in the same year as the video's upload date, 2020. An assessment of this run of heroin assisted therapy by Riley et al (2023) found that the heroin assisted therapy had a positive impact and showed a general improvement to individuals deemed to be at higher risk. However, heroin assisted therapy has not been seen elsewhere since this run of it in Middlesbrough, which ended in 2022, displaying that while the UK government has acknowledged the potential of heroin assisted therapy, it has no further plans to develop on it despite the general success shown. The video’s final suggestion is that the UK follows the decisions of other countries such as France in the introduction of drug consumption rooms, allowing for safe administration of drugs. There is a singular drug consumption room in Glasgow, which has seen support from around the UK. Despite this, the UK government has made statements that indicate that they do not support the use of drug consumption rooms and do not plan on making any more drug consumption rooms in the future. (BBC, 2025). This stance has been taken by the UK government before the assessment period for the drug consumption room in Glasgow has ended, meaning that the government is against the use of drug consumption rooms irrespective of results. The primary boundary between drug consumption rooms and the government is the legality of them. Due to the fact that drug consumption rooms will offer users clean instruments and apparatus to safely administer their drugs, meaning that according to the UK law they are illegal.

There are some key areas that are advised for the UK government to focus on in the future to better tackle issues within the UK’s drug policy. These issues are to tackle drug related deaths and the growing overdose crisis, prioritising drug treatment programmes and eliminating the huge drug issue within the prison system. Drug related deaths as seen by the Office of National Statistics, (2025) have been steadily increasing over the past 5 years in terms of both deaths related to drug poisoning and those caused by drugs misuse. This indicates that the current strategies in place are not successful as more lives are being lost. Drug prevention programmes have begun to see some small amount of success as a government report by the Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2024) shows that deaths in treatment programmes have slightly decreased by 3%. However there is a strong link between opiate users and deaths as well as a lack of completion. Opiate users had a 23% completion rate, the lowest in the dataset and of deaths from those in programmes, opiate users took up 63% of deaths. This shows that a special focus needs to be made in programmes to further aid opiate users. To address the overdose crisis, the government is advised to continue to increase the availability of naloxone to ensure more coverage. Drug usage in prisons is a known issue and using recommendations by the Prison Reform Trust (2025), it is advised that the government increases funding to the prison service in order to better combat this issue using netting or no fly zone technology to prevent the use of drones from dropping in drugs. Investment into security is also recommended to prevent smuggling via people. They also recommend that security on packages is heightened to further prevent smuggling through the use of synthetic drugs that normally seem undetectable through regular techniques and lastly it is also recommended that a focus on training and vetting is enacted in the prison service to ensure that corruption is reduced, cutting off another outlet for drugs into prisons. From this it is clear that the current state of the prison service is ineffective in combating the current drug issue and is doing nothing but gathering and condensing drug users  into one area, without aiding or preventing them, which is also causing other prisoners who were not dealing with drug related issues to become dependant on their use throughout their sentences.

To conclude, this essay has covered a video that addresses issues within its time’s government and has compared it to the current day government to assess how they have responded to the suggestions made, if at all. Further suggestions and recommendations were made to focus on drug related deaths and the drug crisis within prisons as their current states have not shown enough improvement.
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