Blog – HPEN 5001
Debating Medieval Identity

5. 25.09.18  - The Knight’s Tale
Apologies for yesterday’s non-blog, no idea where it went! I can’t retrieve it but will see if my computer guru has better luck.
· Lots of useful information for ?? essay title today, but chivalric code etc, make it very tempting to change my mind again, perhaps I will keep that in mind for essay 2 as ties in with my original ideas
· Tension between chivalric code and Christianity 
· ?  love of a beautiful woman v love of a wife
· ? slaughter of many people for your religion ok v ok to kill if it’s your god
· TO IMPOSE ORDER – EXTERNAL FORCE NOT INTERNAL
· So is this a Christian tale or not? I find this debatable at the moment, as the KT is told as a pre- Christian one. Not really possible to reconcile Knight’s Christianity with this
· Dichotomy of the Knight’s vision
· Actuality v fiction, noble tales, paintings, legends etc
· Idealising a past that is disappearing along with his role 
· Wanting to re-establish order in the turbulent 14th century?
· Or just a strategy to subvert the fabliau tradition by Chaucer?
· Control of Emily also to re-establish order, her previous history of being a warrior expunged to enable the “knightly tale” to take precedence over her. The woman who does not wish to marry but dedicate herself to Diana, is fulfilling her required role as love interest/chaste/wife 
· The royal cousins both falling in love with Emily is problematical for the Knight narrator, chivalry is a bromance, the group is all – love fractures the group, it is individualistic – she takes priority over them. This is neatly tidied up by the knight at the end. One wins heroically and dies, the other wins the bride, BUT only after the first gives consent. Sorted.
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