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	Student Self Evaluation Form




	Common Assessment Criteria Applied
	Level of Achievement

	
	
REFER
	
3rd
	
2:2
	
2:1
	
1st
	
1st

	
	OUTRIGHT FAIL
	UNSATISFACTORY
	SATISFACTORY
	GOOD
	VERY GOOD
	EXCELLENT
	EXCEPTIONAL

	1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	

	2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	

	3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications
(Practical Application and Deployment)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	

	4. Key Transferable Skills
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	


	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS IN WHICH YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE PERFORMED WELL 
	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS YOU FEEL THAT YOU NEED TO DEVELOP

	I have identified strategies to improve a creative mindset, I believe that mindset has a relevant hold on the way children approach creativity, this is why I have researched into this area. I have read widely on the subject and have analysed the strategies.
	I found that the time management of this assignment was difficult, I would have liked to talk about many more strategies as well as going into more depth but due to the time I had to choose the most relevant information.


	Student’s Name
	Polly Scotcher
	Date
	13.03.18

	Student’s Signature
	P.M.Scotcher



[bookmark: _GoBack]Creativity has been referred to as a mindset, not a talent, it generates students who will strive as lifelong learners. Robinson (2001) describes creativity as an imaginative process, which influences original outcomes. Robinson (2000) suggests that creativity and imagination are critical components in a knowledge driven economy, this is supported by Donaldson (2015) who states that such enterprise and creative skills should be promoted throughout a child’s school career as these skills may enhance opportunities for their future. A creative environment is said to be one that involves participation in purposeful activities and inspires the creative processes (Thorn, 2007)
Grainger and Barnes (2006) state that creativity is not bound to any particular subject. Teaching creatively and teaching for creativity is something that needs to be considered as crucial, and a stable objective from all learning and teaching perspectives, as well as promoting creative behaviours and mindsets.  A quote from Grainger and Barnes in 2006 states that ‘Responsible creative professionals are not necessarily flamboyant performers, but teachers who use a range of approaches to create the conditions in which the creativity of others can flourish’ (Grainger and Barnes, 2006:4). Many theorists touch upon the importance of creative learning (Woods,1994, NACCCE,1999, Wilson,2009, Donaldson,2015) however environment is only briefly touched upon. Daniels (2010) promotes the significance of environment in the primary classroom. Creative environments are said to be one where the child has ownership over their own learning, choices and actions.
It is a particular responsibility of the teacher to enable environments in which creativity and innovation can be enhanced, Hogan (2002) suggests that the teacher’s role in learning is to actively facilitate the learning, this could be a beneficial strategy to use that aids creativity as well as independence. Facilitating incorporates refining the wisdom within the group and allowing natural talent and ability to flourish through planned activity for development. Facilitation directly correlates with the new upcoming curriculum and the core principles targeted in ‘successful futures’, Donaldson (2015) suggests that children need to gain wider skills rather than subject specific ones, and this can be aided through the facilitation of learning in a creatively planned environment. A benefit of this strategy could be that skills could be accessed that were not initially thought of by the teacher, the childrens’ interests and curiosities could steer the coverage within the classroom, leading to additional skill coverage. Theorists such as Piaget (1959), Montessori and Desailly (2012) support this approach because it encompasses the holistic view of the child as well as flexible child led learning.
In order to achieve the four core purposes in successful futures there are particular skills and experiences that a learner must encompass. The author believes that childrens experiences of learning must take place in a creatively rich environment that holds many opportunities for innovative and creative learning as well as the seeking of new information, the enhancement of curiosity and building upon interest. Vint (2005) suggests that currently education focusses on the regurgitation of facts rather than the gathering of new experiences and for children this is limiting their creative ability. A creatively rich environment could be seen as an environment in which childrens creative instincts are not contained, an environment where children are encouraged to be curious and where ideas and thoughts are expanded rather than steered. 

A particular strategy could be to reflect upon the physical environment of the classroom. Research by Grainger and Barnes implies that the physical environment has an effect on the way that children think and stimulate ideas. Formal classroom settings may hinder the way in which children approach or perceive a task, instantly constricting their creative abilities. Teachers could set the class up in an alternative way, allowing the children to feel more comfortable, positive and secure in their learning. For example, taking away the table and chairs, going outdoors into a different space or providing an extra amount of resources for the children to explore. Halpin (2003) recommends that a learning environment should relay an atmosphere of acceptance, should heavily focus upon flexibility and risk taking and should provide an aura of support.

Cleese (1991) and Davies (2015) emphasise the importance of time management in a creative learning environment. By doing this, children have more time to stimulate ideas as well be resourceful and autonomous. Working upon Montessori’s theory of independence, children could feel more aware of their own learning as well as building upon their own creative mindset. This approach may not be favoured by many due to the increased lack of control over the learning, therefore this may only work well with a certain group of students who respect independence and their learning. This would have to be monitored by the teacher during practice. Grigg (2012) suggests that a flexible approach to learning should be maintained within the classroom because it provides more worth to the learning, which can provide a incitement for motivation.
‘Learning is the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of experience’ (Kolb, 1984:38)  
Reflecting on practice, an innovative strategy could be seeing creativity as its own particular skill that can aid planning. The ability to plan for creativity may prove difficult to begin with, but while planning for creativity as a skill, the curriculum coverage and additional life skills come hand in hand with the lessons. This strategy actively involves the teacher’s role within the classroom, however, this strategy is particularly hard to implement, especially for experienced teachers who teach in a way they are comfortable with and feel that’s works for their children. This strategy requires a teacher to be in the same mindset as the children, by doing this, the teacher demonstrates the learning behaviour to the children and acts as a positive role model of creative behaviour, thus, extending the motivation of the children to learn in the same way. Knowing the children well would aid this strategy, knowing what motivates them, and how they like to be creative may enhance the planning for creativity.

A way in which teachers’ can promote a creative learning atmosphere is to promote a growth mindset towards learning. Dweck (2006) conducted a study with children to be able to monitor their attitudes towards learning, and whether they displayed a fixed or a growth mindset. A growth mindset allows children to feel worth towards their learning and see learning as a stepping stone to other opportunities. It is therefore crucial that teachers provide an environment in which effort is encouraged and children feel motivated to want to learn. If children are aware of their mindset, then it may alter the way that they approach tasks. This could therefore determine their creative abilities in a particular environment. Guilford (1959) extends that a combination of both divergent and convergent thinking processes need to occur in order to be creative. As a teacher, it may be vital to enable discussion and collaboration in the classroom. This permits children to feel
comfortable and free within their learning and also allows them to be able to extend their creative ideas, thoughts and processes with others which may help them develop. 
On reflection, there are an array of strategies that can be used to develop creative skills in learners. It is vital that strategies are chosen to suit both the learner and the teacher as this will provide the most successful outcome, however the teachers role of innovation is key to success. Modelling ideal creative behaviour may be the stimulus that the children need in order to establish their creativity and abilities to innovate and progress. 
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