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Report academic -reflect on your learning in this module 
Mention 4-5 topics from ½ terms and reflect how useful they been to you 

When I enrolled on this course, I had very little idea of what was about to come. I knew the module topics and after doing some research on those I had a brief understanding of the topics. What I was not prepared for was the amount of learning that I was about to be put through. 
Being an adult student I have been out of education for almost half my life, being a student was a feeling I have not had in a long time. Also, the level of learning was all together new to me as I have not studied at university level before, nevertheless I took the challenge on and despite the difficulties one of which being studying in a language that is not my first language I began this chapter.
At first I was very eager to start learning, all modules were captivating, being taught by lecturers and having class colleagues was great. One topic that caught my attention right at the beginning was academic and employability skills. Even though it seemed quite difficult I could see the usefulness of it. This specific module provided me with much needed clarity and guidance that helped with the rest of the modules and life outside of the course too. (Feuerstein, Rand, Hoffman, & Miller,1980).
During the first term, we were mostly introduced to the topics ahead of us and prepared for assignments and the other types of assessments. Most lecturers instructed us on steps we should take to complete our given assignments and also gave us certain tools that will help the process. Some of the most useful topics explained to us were summarising, paraphrasing, referencing and so on. These came in handy when our assignments were given however I feel like more time could have been spent explaining these topics to us as most students did not fully understand what we had to do and exactly how. This is backed up by the fact that most of us had work flagged by the universities misconduct department and also severely penalised. 
According to “Zlotkowski (1996) notes that while such in-class activities are valuable, they can only approximate the complexity of real-world situations. Direct practical experience is probably the best way for the students to learn how to deal with complex situations. “ 
The first term passed fairly quick, this meant I was facing the assignments deadlines. The time limit we were given to complete the assignments was plenty but the complex nature and the level of research that had to go towards each assignment was intense.
I found it most difficult researching the topics and keeping a record of each website and article used in order to add those to the list of referencing needed for each assignment. Paraphrasing was also not an easy task. I at first I was unaware that references needed to be provided even if a text used towards my work was paraphrased. This became apparent when my work was held back and investigated by the misconduct department.
It came as a huge surprise to me when because my referencing list was done correctly I was accused by my lecturer of using an essay mill to complete my assignment. This was a painful process mostly because I felt unable to fight my case, nobody was willing to listen and after raising my concerns with the relevant bodies the matter was closed and my work was left unmarked. 


I covered many topics very interesting meaning for all of them, but even now, I need to go back to the previous ones to check if I done it right. “Reflection Cycle “( model Gibb’s 1988).
When I discussed In class with the lecturer regarding the task description of assignment, our tutor paid attention and explained to us how to avoid the Misconduct and plagiarism because they are very difficult stages of the course to go through and you don’t know if you are going to be on the right path.
I went through many weeks of classes and lectures and am still waiting to see the in class materials, these are part notes, part subjects taught to us by our tutors. Also in class exercises made together with the other students as they help to improve our assessment every time when we do the classes. 
Now because I already been through the topics I understand the meaning of Summarizing and Paraphrasing. Cover letter writing was one very difficult topic to understand, but now I do understand it and how I should do it. 
The course meaning is very important to me, and the modules they are different, and I find many topics quite interesting. 
I always have questions regarding to the module and different topics, some of them are very complex and for me it is often quite a lot of information to process. I try and make time to research module topics as much as possible outside of the classes and when I can during the class I ask our lecturer. 
I would prefer more in class exercises and the lecturers to give us examples as I find this to be a very helpful tool in helping us students understand the context and meaning of what is being explained to us better. One thing agreed by some of the students on this course is that the explanations given by lecturers can sometimes be confusing and/or misleading, at times different answers or explanations are given on a topic which is does not make sense and causes a lot of confusion.  
The way I find easiest to learn more about these topics is by doing research and writing exercises, to see how I can go through meaning of summarising, paraphrasing, understanding the theory and have clear idea of the concept. Receiving practical tips and techniques from the lecturer is a concrete experience. “reflective observation “(Kolb’s learning cycle 1984).
 Offered by” David Kolb defines learning as the process whereby knowledge is created through the information of experience. The individual’s experience as the driving force of learning.”
One example of this is when our lecturer asked us to do research for homework given in class and after that I done research and make observation I found out the answer given by myself in the class was wrong. And the lecturer gives me bad feedback.
The next day when I have the next session time with our lecturer I have some questions to ask the tutor regarding referencing list for our assignment because for me was very confusing. I found many styles of Harvard referencing when I log in was in rush and I forget what I wanted I intended to ask on that moment.
I write it down some ideas on how I can prepare differently for the next time, our lecturer gives me some advice with different techniques for research with Standard Harvard Referencing.

According to “Driscoll model of reflection” (1994,2000). I will follow the next steps: What, So What, Now What.
“For example, the learner may want to understand why they react in a specific way, to assess what went right or what went wrong and identify behaviours or practice to avoid, repeat ,or improve or any combination of these motivations. The what stage is a descriptive stage, describing what occurred, the question which may be used at this stage to fully describe what occurs may include several of the fallowing questions.” (Driscoll, 2007).
What?
Like student been new to the learning environment, it was interesting but at the same time very confusing, regarding the topics above. I try to understand the meaning of the exercise made in class, and what the lecturer said, but I get upset because was first time for me to deal with many  topics in academic writing and reading like summarise and paraphrase, I asked the tutor to give us more examples, but was really difficult, I did not know what to do. I communicate with the other students regarding the meaning and if someone understood something from what the tutor to explain to us. I found someone from class to explain to me in their own words the meaning of topics, which easily I found understandable.
So What?
I felt a little lost and confused at first. I did not know what to do. I was really distracted by the questions our lecturer asked and tried to be involved as much as possible with my own ideas,  I also tried to answer them. I remained calm while I listened to the lecturer answers and explanation as it gave me the information I needed. I reduced the stress of spending hours maybe days on attempting to understand meanings of Harvard standard referencing. I have learned that it is better to ask questions in the event that I do not understand the meaning of different words or scenarios. I noticed that doing research and trying to make exercise helps you better understand quicker and often easier and in my case this helped me go through my assignments. 
In present I feel happy that I am capable to understand academic reading and writing and I go through successfully.
 Now What?
I need to be more prepared when is about having exercise, homeworks and assignments. To spend more time and pay more attention to details, to focus on classes when the lecturer explains meanings and definitions of different topics. In the event that I do not understand it is always better to prepare questions and have them ready for the next class. In the event that I am not sure about something I will do research and just by remaining calm and be positive I will find the answer. I can play my part doing research and pay attention together with lecturer and other students is really important role for me and my future. 
I need to keep staying positive and happy doing well with study when is about research and classes. I need to remain aware at all times about mistakes and writing wrong, understand wrong the meaning of paraphrasing and referencing because it would not be good for me and in the future this will have a negative impact on me and my studies.
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