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That man [Verres], by his greed, drove from his province the Maltese Diodorus, who had left Malta long before [more idiomatically: ‘many years earlier’] and was at that time living in Lilybaeum.  Among the Lilybaeans he [Diodorus], whom they had come to know as a man of the highest virtue, had been a man of great honour. But when Verres was praetor, Diodorus was absent from home for nearly three years because of certain beautiful cups which he had. For companions of that man [Verres], whom he had brought with him when he arrived in the province, had informed him that Diodorus had these cups; and when he [Verres] learned this, his greed aroused, he had summoned Diodorus to him and had demanded the cups. However, Diodorus, who did not want to lose them [the cups], had claimed that they were in Malta at the house of a certain neighbour. But when Verres wrote that neighbour a letter, in which he asked for the cups, he [the neighbour] said that he had sent them to Lilybaeus a few days earlier.  In the meantime, Diodorus had left Lilybaeum. 
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