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The main aim of a childcare case conference is to ensure that the children involved are safeguarded at all costs. For this to be a reality it is important to have multi-agency meetings which promote the children’s safety, health, development and well-being, and identify if there is a pattern forming were a child is at risk of harm. The law and policies in the UK states that parents and children should be apart of the process while consideration should be given to their opinion’s and emotions by the members of the multi-agency team involved (Muench, Diaz and Wright,2017). In order for multi-agencies to carry out their role to the best of their ability it is essential that they have adequate time, funding, support and guidance to make this possible, which will enable them to protect and put support in place at the correct levels for the children and their safeguarding issues(Lindon and Webb,2008). 
Lindon (2008) as cited in Linking practice and theory safeguarding and child protection,2016 states that within a childcare case conference, it is important for all involved to be fully aware of their individual role within the safeguarding process- what they are supposed to do to carry out each stage of the process, while also having the understanding of the direct roles of other professional services(Lindon,2016). The procedure set out by All Wales child protection,2008 states that there are a set of protocol which provide general standards to guide safeguarding practice for all safeguarding children boards in Wales. They have a set of framework where individual child safeguarding referrals, actions, decisions and plans are decided up on and carried out(All Wales child proctection,2008).This is why a key piece of legislation such as the Children Act 1989 as cited in Good practice in safeguarding children working effectively in child protection,2009 states that this is the most vital piece of legislation in the us as professional’s toolbox, as it remains the basis of our safeguarding process to keep children from harm (Owen and Hughes,2009).
DCFS (2010, cited in Rethinking children, violence and safeguarding 2012, states that Children Act 1989 suggest that all authorities have a clear responsibility to safeguard and protect children. These are as follows:  
-preventing children from any form of harm,
-preventing impact on children’s health and development,
-also, that children have the level of care when growing up to keep them safe and well looked after(Radford,2012). 
From the process of a child protection conference it has come to my attention that there are a lot more services involved within the process than first realised, such as local agencies, including the police and health services, their roles under section 11 of the Children Act 2004 are that they need to be aware of the importance to safeguard and maintain the welfare of the children when carrying out their investigations, for this process to flow smoothly there are a set of guidance aims for professionals to follow so they are all aware of their roles throughout the process(HM Government,2017).Which are important to the welfare of the children(Lindon,2012).
As a professional I have learned that should I have information, concerns or doubts that a child is likely to suffer harm or has been harmed, it is my duty to make sure that my concerns are known and passed onto the correct professionals, who have the power to investigate and intervene when needed (Safeguarding Wales,2008).Lindon(2012) also states that any concerns about a child’s welfare are raised in the correct way with accurate information to aid the investigation, as once concerns are raised they must be fully explored by the correct services. It is important that your records are factual, accurate and clear keeping the wording simple as it is an essential part of the professionals evidence(Safeguarding Wales,2008).The investigation must follow the correct process set down by the national guidelines, the local authorities need to be mindful of time scales in sections of the process; as it is not permitted to be delayed or be a drawn-out process(Lindon,2012). Throughout this process it is important for myself to be respectful to the other members of the conferences and be mindful of their details in reports they submit(Lindon,2012).
We need to keep at the forefront of our thoughts is that according to Children Act 1989 as cited in Safeguarding Babies and young children,2012) states that along side legislation the main carers responsible for the children in our care are the parents, and we should be they’re as a support network along with other professionals to help the families in any way possible (Powell and Uppal,2012).
For safeguarding strategies to be successful it is paramount that the settings we work for and our colleagues have a child-entered approach to the care they provide. Also having a high understanding of the children’s needs and opinions is crucial when carrying out your role to safeguard children(Johnson,2014).  Through this safeguarding process there is continued emphasis on working closely with both the parents and the children, this is why as a professional involved in such a case it is important that you ensure that both the parents and children are aware of what happens during this process to make it less daunting for them and it promotes quality provision. Through doing this it enables you to have a good repour with parents which makes the exchange of vital information easy to obtain(Buzanko,2017). For a high standard of safeguarding to take place the Government proposals, in the form of Every child matters(Dfes,2003a) and the Children Act 2004, highlight how important team work as professionals is within our settings and wider circles, with working interagency being even more crucial than ever before. As the benefits of collective working produces outcomes to improve for both the child and family’s wellbeing as a whole(Burton and Reid,2017). As Working together to safeguard children guidance 2006 to 2013 states that the guidance set out that all agencies involved in a safeguarding case should work as a team, as the outcome is the same for all parties that the children’s needs and welfare are of the utmost importance (Mugrave and Stobbs,2015). Further more to continue multi-agency working it is also stated by DH(2006, as cited in Safeguarding Babies and young children 2012) stated that to help guide use through these processes it is beneficial to work as multi-agency teams to better safeguard and develop welfare of the children in our care, it also consisted of a national framework for policies, procedures and practice to better guide us as professionals and our settings to train staff on the core principles(Uppal and Powell,2012). Children Act 2004 as cited in Safeguarding Babies and young children also stated the importance of multi-professional working to be able to provide the pillars of support for the welfare of babies and young children (Powell and Uppal,2012). The United Nations Rights of the Child (1989 cited in Safeguarding Babies and young children also states that the Children Act 1989 and 2004 along with Every child matters agenda in the UK through having a set of consistent principles, and remaining informed of up-to-date legislation continue to improve safeguarding for babies and children of all ages (Powell and Uppall,2012).
As a  professional practitioner taking part in a current case conference it was important to enhance my own personal knowledge and understanding to further better my practice, also as Children Act 1989 cited in The Teaching assistant’s Handbook 2002 states that I should also consider in this sort of situation when making decisions relating to safeguarding issues that all people have differing ideas and opinions of what is right. We need to be aware that our opinions about what is right in specific situations will come from our own life experiences and background.  For some children may enter our settings with varying aspects of behaviour displays(Burnham and Jones,2002).So from not having covered safeguarding in such depth before it was good to know that through past child protection cases some laws and legislation alter depending on the nature of the case such as, Every Child matters(2003, cited in Early Years Placements: A crucial guide 2015 states that since the Victoria Climbie investigation it was important to improve multi-agency working as it would benefit present and future cases as a whole and improve services for children all round(Musgrave and Stobbs,2015). As a professional working within the early years sector I feel I have gained valuable knowledge in that for accurate safeguarding of children within my care to take place, the children are the main consideration at all levels of a safeguarding process no matter what the background. And through working along side other professional who carry their role out to the correct standard the children’s need can be addressed to a safe level for them as children of possible harm to be protected from future risks(HM Government,2017).   Through effective working with other professionals in the transfer of appropriate information is crucial in the protection of children within our care. The law in such cases is rarely restricted to make available information. There is no barrier in the Data Protection Act or any other legislation that stop specific concerns regarding babies, children and young people being shown and shared with appropriate professionals in order to safeguard the children involved(Safeguarding Wales,2008). Following this the Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004 cited in All Wales child protection procecdures,2017 stated that they provide the core legislative context for the All Wales Child Protection Procedures and place the role to specific professional bodies to develop and promote the protection of all children(Safeguarding Wales,2017).As also stated in The United Nations Rights of the child,1989 cited that all children have the right to have a childhood where they are free from risk and harm(Musgrave and Stobbs,2015). The family welfare outlook also has its belief that the considerations of both the parents and children within safeguarding investigations will be the same or similar depending of the child’s well-being and individual cases(Murphy,1995). Should a case arise where the parents have restricted access or the child is to young, Freeman (1987 cited in Rethinking children, violence and safeguarding,2012 states the child should have a suitable person present to help the understand the information before them, the right for children to be able to voice or express their opinions can be accessed within article 12(1) of The United Nations Rights of the Child (Powell and Uppal,2012). 
As an over view I feel that I have gained valuable knowledge and understanding of safeguarding procedures, laws and legislation that I had only briefly be aware of the basics before hand and now feel confident that should a child safeguarding case arise I am better equipped to deal with the situation as I am aware of the different professional role and the process procedures it involves. Now as Powell,2011 cited in Safeguarding and child protection states, the main skills of safeguarding consisit of the ability to judge need, to work in partnership with children and their families and also the multi-disciplinary teams in order to maintain the all round care and needs of the children while keeping them safe(Lindon and Powell,2008).Also I feel a higher level of responsibility as Powell,2011 cited in Linking practice and theory safeguarding and child protection 2016 states to ensure that every child has the correct level of care to ensure their welfare and protection is maintained, within the United Nations Right of the child(UNCRC), which provides guidelines that every action is taken to ensure the safety of the children’s welfare and to keep them from harm (Lindon and Powell,2016).
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