[image: SCVO | Sandwell Council of Voluntary Organisations.]





Methods and Search Strategy Academic Poster 

     Student name: Fatima Ali
Student ID: 2222409
Module name: Independent Project Methodology Poster
Module code: BMHP6020


`


	Should there be a school nurse in every primary School in the UK?

	01 Introduction and Research Aim: - The methods chapter outlines the research design, data collection, and analysis strategies, ensuring transparency and reliability (Creswell and Creswell, 2018). This poster will present the methodological approach guiding the study. The aim of this research is to evaluate the impact of school nurses in UK primary schools on children’s health, wellbeing, and educational outcomes (RCN, 2020; DHSC, 2021).
	02 Search Strategy: - A search strategy in secondary research is defined as a systematic plan using keywords, subject headings, Boolean operators, and filters to locate relevant literature (University of Leeds Library, 2023). For this dissertation, I applied this strategy by identifying key terms such as “school nurse” and “primary education”, using databases including PubMed and CINAHL, and applying date and location filters to ensure relevant, peer-reviewed sources (Creswell and Creswell, 2018).


	03 Searching for Information: - Searching for information involved a structured process using a defined search strategy, which is “a systematic plan to identify relevant sources” (University of Leeds Library, 2023). I identified keywords such as “school nurse” and “primary education”, applied Boolean operators, and searched databases including PubMed, CINAHL, and ERIC. Filters ensured relevance by limiting results to peer-reviewed, UK-based studies (Creswell and Creswell, 2018).



 
	04 Graph: - UK primary schools have seen a 30% decline in school nurses since 2010, while 40% of children experience probable mental health disorders, emphasizing the need for early intervention and safeguarding support in education (SAPHNA, 2024; Office for National Statistics, 2025). [image: ]
“Without school nurses, schools risk becoming reactive rather than proactive.” — Peate (2024)




	05 Research Validation and Analysis: -Validation in secondary research ensures that data and literature are credible, reliable, and relevant (Saunders et al., 2019). It strengthens the accuracy and trustworthiness of findings but may be limited by outdated or biased sources (Bryman, 2016). Secondary research analysis involves reviewing existing studies to identify recurring ideas, allowing key themes—such as school nurses’ roles and challenges—to emerge and inform Chapter 4 findings (Creswell and Creswell, 2018).


	06 Inclusion Criteria: - Inclusion criteria focused on UK-based sources published within the last 10 years and fully accessible online to ensure relevance and transparency (Pears and Shields, 2019). This approach supports current policy analysis and enhances credibility. Selected literature aligns with the research topic and meets accessibility standards for secondary data (Sutton and White, 2024; Hoekstra et al., 2016).

	07 Exclusion Criteria: - Exclusion criteria removed sources older than 10 years, non-UK publications, and inaccessible articles to maintain relevance and transparency (Walliman, 2017). This ensured the research remained focused on current UK policy and practice. However, excluding older studies may limit historical context and broader perspectives (Aveyard, 2019; Bowling, 2014).

	08 Ethical Considerations: - Ethical considerations in secondary research are essential to ensure responsible use of existing data. This study adheres to key principles including respect for intellectual property, privacy and confidentiality, data integrity, legal compliance, and informed consent. All data sources are publicly accessible and selected based on reliability, relevance, and ethical transparency.
· ✅ Intellectual Property – All sources cited using Harvard referencing; original authors acknowledged.
· 🔒 Privacy & Confidentiality – Public datasets selected with no identifiable data; licensing terms reviewed.
· 📊 Data Integrity & Reliability – Reputable sources (e.g. NHS, ONS); statistics cross-checked and transparently presented.
· ⚖️ Legal Compliance – UK data protection laws and institutional guidelines followed.
· 📝 Informed Consent – Only datasets with clear reuse permissions included: consent parameters verified.
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