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St Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae. Volume 23 Virtue. Question 60, article 1, the difference of moral virtues among themselves.
This textual analysis will be focusing on Thomas Aquinas and his views on virtue. Thomas investigates and concludes five separate questions in this section. This piece will analyse what Thomas has written and his response to the questions he has asked. 
Firstly, the way that Thomas has structured the Summa Theologiae is very considered. He begins with the questions that he will answer in the text at the top clearly numbered and all beginning in ‘Utrum’ which in Latin means whether. This will make the fact they are questions stand out. He then proceeds to put the points and numbers of the questions by doing a quick overview on each separately. Each sub question/article in the text leads on from the previous article. The result of all these articles is that the question is answered to his best ability by Thomas. After these articles are listed Thomas outlines the question that is ultimately being asked in each section, following this, each question title, each article is used as a sub heading and is then answered. For every article there are several points made, usually for and against the question. Once Thomas has answered these, he then puts his argument of ‘on the other hand’ forward followed by his own reply, which he practices throughout the Theologiae.  
The extract that I will be using is article 1, question 60 in the volume 23 of the Summa Theologiae by Thomas Aquinas. The question in this section is ‘the difference of moral virtues among themselves’ and the sub question of article 1 is ‘is there but one moral virtue?’ The three points being made in this question, is that there is just the one moral virtue and goes on to explain the reasoning behind this. With this Thomas is making the case of there is infinite ends to virtues, however there is only one common end to the moral virtue with this being happiness. Thomas Aquinas then goes on to say that the origins of the moral virtue is of the soul, and that the soul is divided into multiple ends and with the previous point of moral virtue only having one end, Thomas explains that there must be more than a singular type of moral virtue. Then Thomas Aquinas moves onto the reply that he gives to the question, for this he draws upon the previous points made, those being both for and against the article sub-question. With the end goal of answering the article sub-question. In the example of the article analysed here, Thomas Aquinas concludes that there is only one moral virtue, as moral matters receive the type of virtue from the close ends and not their ultimate end.
Glossary
Habit – A settled and steady disposition of a rational being towards a type of activity. Good habit, virtue; bad habit, vice.
Moral Virtue – Are distinguished from the intellectual virtues which enabled us to think or to make something aright. As enabling us to act aright within the creaturely order, they do not amount to the theological virtues which respond immediately to God himself.
Distinguished – in this text distinguished means that there is a difference and to point it out
Soul – The perfective inner principle and substantial form of a body, whereby a corporeal substance is living.
Form – The inner constitutive principle of a thing.
Mean – A middle between extremes. In virtue, the mean is conceived not as a linear image of compromise between extremes on the same plane, but rather as an apex of a triangle from which vice is a falling off in either direction. 
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