[bookmark: _Hlk56197110]This assignment task will define what childhood is and how it has led to social policies surrounding Child trafficking which involves the exploitation on vulnerability of a child. Millions of children all over the world are been trafficked. Adult and Children are victims of trafficking and are being sold into sexual exploitation, labour and other forms of illegal work. Child responsibility is the parents unless it has been taken away from the local authority. 
Children are more prone to trafficking as they are easy to manipulate. History has proven over time that human trafficking is nothing new. Historically, it has taken many forms and has become a global business.  It is a huge market that has over time brought in acts and policies to protect the vulnerable. How different countries see child abuse and their laws differ from one another. These acts are ever changing and over time can be seen to help support the vulnerable. This assignment will show how history has defined childhood and how legislation surrounding children have changed over time. Lastly, recommendations on how children who are the injured party of child trafficking can have a better future.
A ‘child’ is term used for a human who has not yet reached adulthood. In many aspects it can be defined someone who is not accountable for themselves. Children have less responsibility and fewer rights than adults, so they are being dependant on others to develop their individuality. Most children are unable to concede the idea of serious decision’s and legally under the care of parents or care providers (Oxford English Dictionary, 2010). According to the United Nations Human Rights (UNHR) (1990), a child is a human being who is under the age of 18 unless its otherwise stipulated. This is a conjoined idea that reflects a child in The United Kingdom these five countries also agree that a defining of a child is up to the age of its 18th birthday. National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), (2020) Childhood has maintained its form like family and institutions. Jenks (2020), states that childhood is a social construct led by boundaries that can vary through time and society. United Nations international Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) (2005), defines childhood as a state and condition during a child’s life, and the quality of life it can bring in those years.  
Childhood should be time of laughter, protected from exploitation and abuse. A place to be free from social norms and to grow confidence and strong. The further back you go into history the more you come to a realisation that children and childhood was not seen as the same and violations against children was the norm. 
Abuse comes in many forms’ physical, mental, sexual and emotion (Giovannoni, Becerra 1979). These factors can impact a child life in many ways. Some children might not be aware that abuse is happening as it has become a normal way of life for them. Systemic and systematic abuse has been well documented throughout history. 
Abuse was first recognised in 1889, when UK parliament first act for Prevention of Cruelty to Children known as the’ Children’s Charter’ put in place for children (legislation.gov.uk, 2020). It was the first time a nation could intervene between a child and a parent. Law enforcement were given the power to detain anyone who was mistreating a child (The Guardian, 2015). This act has guidelines on how you should employ children and made begging illegal. The Convention of Rights of the Child states that every child’s social development, physical, mental, Spiritual moral and Social development must be met with the maximum outcomes (UNICEF, 2019). 
21st century childhood can be defined by learning how to make friends, imaginative play and essentially making a human experience of love and safety a trait that you can pass on to future generations. Children in 2020 have the right to education, food safety and a place they can call home. 20th century childhood was understood by the education factor, cultural factor and environmental ricks that were in involved and overseen by the child’s parents from an early stage (Nadesan, 2018). Childhood has radically changed as well as responsibilities towards the children.  In the modern era, Childhood focuses around the relationship between parent and child. Early 19 century saw how children’s childhood were seen savage and that the poor children were seen workforce and child sexual exploitation was common in many areas of the world. In 1848, 2700 young girls between the ages of 11-16 were documented with a venereal disease and were further hospitalised in London (The Guardian, 2000). 
Governments have always battled with legislation laws and the diversity, in the case of David Lammy Member of parliament (MP) who claimed smacking your child should be the parents’ choice so that middle class parents can discipline their children, and that the children’s act of 2004 was confusing to parents (The Guardian, 2011). This led to conflict between parliaments as many disagreed with his comments.  
Advantages in the modern day have led to many laws that have helped the children be protected from harm. Sexual exploitation of children is a humanitarian issue that many countries face. This has led children to be trafficked around the world or even in their own homes by people they know or have been kidnapped by or sold into the sex industry. Traffickers are notorious for having immense power of children and then keep them in conditions that they can later exploit. 
Hendrick (2005), states Child abuse and Sexual abuse has been a problem since the last quarter of the 20th century and a major social problem, which has brought the historical past of abuse and neglect to light. 
Child trafficking was first identified in the late 18th century in the UK. This led to legislation It was called the Prevention of cruelty Children’s Act 1889 otherwise known as ’Children’s Charter’ (Gov.Uk, 2006). This Act was first to recognise rape and mistreated of minors under the age of 14 boys and 16 girls. The Children’s act of 1889 was changed in 1989 section 17 with the safeguarding features which gave the local authority more power to intervene. The welfare of the child within the area was every local authority duty and they were mad to be consistent in promoting the up bring of children and families. According to Billington- Craig (1913), The Criminal Amendment Act of 1912 was brought forward as stories were gathering in society’s and stories were being told of trapped girls. This was known as ‘white slavery’. Overseas government began to speak of white slavery after the Transatlantic slave trade was made illegal in the 1700s. Young women and children were used for sex and young boys whereas preferred were used for labour.
The United Nations Conventions of a Child (UNCRC) covers all aspects of a child’s life from political, economic, Social, civil and cultural rights. The UNCRC have 54 articles and the UK was ratified in 1992 (UNICEF.UK, 2020). The UNCRC is the most ratified intervention of human rights treaty in history. Two agreements were added to the UNCRC. One was to not force children under the age of 18 into armed forces and the other was to prohibit the sale of children into slavery, child prostitution and child pornography.  A Third agreement 2011 was put in to help children whose rights were violated and gave them a chance to complain directly to the UN council. The UNCRC is the only International Human rights Committee that have allowed a non-profit organisation (NGOs) such as Save the Children an exact role under Article 45A to over sea its implementation (Save The Children, 2019).
Past and present policies linking to Child trafficking has provided a system for governments in many countries to form unity in this crisis but remain independent when it comes to internal affairs. Human trafficking was made a crime in the early 2000 when the Trafficking Victims protection Act was developed under Bill Clinton (O’Brian, 2015).  Human Trafficking can be defined as trafficking any persons with force, deception through a debt in order to exploit them (Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), (2011). Child trafficking has been made into a business as smuggling children across borders and overseas is part of the trade. So, laws have been put in place to punish the perpetrators for such crimes.
Every Child Protected Against Trafficking (ECPAT) (2020), states that in 2011 the UK Government estimated there was 13,000 victims of Modern-day slavery from which 3000 were children. In 2019 4,500 children were mentioned to the National Referral Mechanism (NRM). NRM identifies and refers victims of modern slavery. They also ensure the trafficked get the appropriate support. NRM are referred by a select agency. Many policies unfortunately can get overshadowed by government change overs and opposition by a rival opposing team.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 1908 The Children’s act was established by juvenile courts and registration of foster parents were introduced. This act also incest from sexual abuse within families was now a  matter of nation.1948 the Children Act 1948 a children’s committee was formed and a children’s official was assigned to each local authority after the death of a 13-year-old boy Dennis O’Neil who died at the hands of his foster parents. 1989 Children Act gave protection to every abused child. In 1995 the Children Act in Scotland ensured that the child’s welfare was their primary goal. In 1999 The Protection of Children act was passed preventing paedophiles from working aside children. Crown Prosecution service, (2011 pp.33-35) states these legislations for the protection of child trafficking, so that the law can be clear on any of these acts made by child traffickers.
· 2003 brought in the Sexual Offences Act under this was the offence:
· Section 57 Trafficking in the UK for sexual exploitation
· Section 58 Trafficking inside the UK for sexual exploitation
· Section 59 Trafficking outside the UK for sexual exploitation
· Section 52 and 53 causing or goading and controlling prostitution for personal gain
· Section23 A Paying for a service through prostitution that is subjected through force or exploitation.
· Section4-14 rape and other offences that have caused sexual activity and sexual assault of a child under 18
· Section 47 Paying for services of a child that is sexual.
· Section 48 causing or providing child prostitution
·  Section 49 Controlling or arranging children for prostitution.
Violent Crime Reduction act 2006 section 54: seize land vehicles, ships and aircraft used in human trafficking. These laws help protect a child against atrocities of child trafficking, but unfortunately many are unwitting put into a system that is harmful and illegal. Border control need to a lot tighter when dealing with trafficked children as they are rarely found. 
Children trafficked outside of the country are more at risk as finding them can be virtually impossible. In South Asia child sex trafficking in Pakistan are the countries were under 16-year olds are trafficked for sex.
In Pakistan the Afghan community are more prone to trafficking due the fact there is poverty and lack of parental supervision. The current child protection and rehabilitation services in Pakistan need reform as there is no administrative system for reporting child sexual abuse and neglect (Pulla,Tarar & Ali 2018). The current laws in Pakistan surrounding children who are trafficked and are forced into prostitution are treated as adults and face punishment rather than support or protection.  
The Conventions on the Rights of a Child (CRC) was ratified by the Government of Pakistan in 1990. The optional Protocol on the sale of children, Child prostitution and child pornography was signed in 2001 but has still to be ratified. There is currently no law on the protocol to prevent, supress and punish trafficking in persons, Especially Women and Children. The ILO Convention No.182 on the Worst forms of labour was ratified in 2001 (EXPAT, international).  
One of the main differences between Pakistan and the UK concerning Child Trafficking is that over time the UK has chosen to update its laws according a time and place. These unfortunate events have led to governments to act according and bring in safeguarding procedures. The Zainab Alert act in 2020 saw a change in policy as it created an Amber alert system just like in the U.S (National Government Pakistan, 2020).  
According to NSPCC Learning (2019), Safeguarding is an action taken to protect the welfare of the child. Every Child where a child is in direct contact with must follow safeguarding procedures in the UK. Organizational policy surrounding safeguarding first came into place in 2017 in Birmingham’s women’s and children’s hospital when the Birmingham safeguarding children’s board recognised Early help was needed to further complete assessments and safeguard priorities.
The safeguarding team main responsibility is to recognise and prevent a much larger safeguarding agender. Birmingham women’s and children’s hospital are defined by Section 11 of the Children act 2004.
Families need multi-disciplinary approach and complex and significant where they recognised children are in risk of harm or have been subjected to harm (Birmingham and woman’s children’s, 2017).
Vulnerable children, young children and family’s interventions and support where put in place to improve the lives of many people.
Children should be given support to lead a healthy, happy and safe life by providing the right treatment. Every Child Matters (ECM) (2013), states that local authorities have a list a child in the area that services can keep track of. The Government created ECM in 2003 When the death of Victoria Climbie which led to the Children Act 2004 Legislation (NSPCC, 2019). EMC work surrounding children and families who mean easy access to information and advice and that this act covers young child and adults between 19-24 that are disabled.  
Save the Children is a charity that is established in over 100 countries (Save the children, 2020). It provides every child a holistic approach when dealing with Vulnerable children. They work along local councils and governments to help children integrate back into society. 
Barnardo’s provide experts that run the Independent Child Trafficking Guardianship service (ICTGS) who help trafficked children interact with foster parents that specialised in giving children a loving and safe future. They provide advocacy for children and young people and families who don’t have a voice. They provide this to improve the lives of children so they can lead a full life (Barnardo’s, 2020).
There are several key issues which require to be addressed in order to break the chain of abuse which prevails across the society. This may include the work of the NSPCC, Save the Children, Samaritans, UNICEF and the Metropolitan police.
Recommendations for Children, young people and families in order to improve their lives would be.
· To allow home visiting plans, these can how the child is integrating into society and whether extra support is needed (Gomby,1999).
· Family centred care is a great opportunity for all parties to get involved and help face challenges that families of trafficked children.
· Providing legal guardianship service for all children in the UK up to 21 years old.
· Providing extra funding to care homes and giving extra support to families so they can receive counselling.
· Ensuring victims are not prosecuted for the crimes they committed while been forced.
· Safe, legal routes for children who have come to the country through unconventional way (Reid and jones, 2011).
· More laws surrounding cross border control as many governments don’t recognise this as a problem. 
· The law needs to broad enough for future governments to add on new legislations and wrap up any outstanding legislations before a new government take over. 
The lack of public knowledge that surrounds trafficking and the challenges that surround this topic need to be overcome. Reporting such crimes can only be effective if the safety of the child, young person and families is protected. Vulnerability of a child must be protected as the abused tend to be someone they know. The Children Act brought in new provisions for the children’s safety. Each child and family are unique, and every situation differs from the next. The laws and policy’s put in place by the government or even world governments like the UNCRU have helped paved the way for interventions that later made changes in the world we see today. May laws have been changed due in certain timelines were the unfortunate case of children losing their life at the hands of people who have been put in their care. Childhood should be treasured, and each child is entitled to this through parental, local governments, council, charities and are protected for future generations.
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