Evaluating the concept of consent and battery in the Uk
The purpose of the essay is to understand the whole idea of consent and battery in relation to cases and why it can be confusing to understand it.
Firstly, the textbook definition of battery is an unlawful appliance of force directly or indirectly upon another person or their personal belongings, causing bodily injury or offensive contact. The attempt of battery is assault, and it can cause grievous bodily harm if the force is excessive.
Secondly the definition of consent is to give consent or approval and you must be specific about where you draw the line in case a person takes it too far and this will be important later if it goes to any court because the defendant could use the consent as a defense in court.  
Understanding consent in the Uk. Consent in the Uk is when both parties agree to do an activity which involves body contact for example, if you want a surgery you will have to sign a consent form and the doctor will have to consent to the surgery in order to preform it on that person but if both parties can't come to an agreement of consent then it won’t be allowed to go forward since there is no consent present. Also, some factors you must consider when looking at consent in the Uk is firstly the person must be old enough because that person cannot legally give consent until they are 16 in the Uk and another element of consent you must look at is overstepping the boundaries that were agreed upon by both parties because if you are going over the agreed upon limit then the defendant cannot use consent as a defense in court.
[bookmark: _Int_IGhQmDL9]Battery is an unlawful attack on another person or persons which causes grievous bodily harm. One law in place which protects the victim from being liable and that is the Criminal Law Act 1967 where it states that you are permitted to use reasonable force to defend yourself from harm and that way it ensures that you had a chance to make the situation better for yourself if you had no other choice. Some regulations that are related to battery for example you need to make sure if there was any body-to-body contact, the level of harm dealt to the victim, defendant's previous offences, check for criminal history and any factors which could have led to this happing like anger issues or mental health.
Consent is an especially important part of a case and when the case offence is identified as battery you then must analyze if there was consent and if so, did the defendant overuse the permission on the consent taking it further than it was allowed.
[bookmark: _Int_O7mXSZBw]DDP V Smith case (2006) in this case the defendant cut off the victim's ponytail but since it did not break through the two layers of skin or cause any bleeding the defendant was free of charge and was not charged with GBH, but the judge said that it is not just the physical injures it is the psychological ones too. And from that moment on the traditional limits of the older law were removed. And since then, cutting off hair is now seen as a serious offense. Because of the psychological impact it has on some people. Another example of battery is in the year (2000) judgment for the case haystead V constable of Derbyshire. The defendant punches a woman who was carrying a baby at the time and when the punch connected, she dropped the baby unwillingly, and the defendant got charged with battery of a baby and it was seen as unlawful, so the defendant got charged with battery of a baby and woman.
[bookmark: _Int_DPEKXv94]Also, there is some controversy surrounding consent because you can be as young as 16 to give consent and some would argue that this is unacceptable because at 16 you are still a kid, and some would say that you should not be allowed to give consent until you are over 18 years old. Consent can be difficult to understand at times because one person can say that they consent to having an operation but then the doctors can go over the consent boundaries and start doing operations the person might not want. It is also important that the patient understands the operation before giving consent is well because once the person has given consent, they are relieving the doctor of the consequences involving the surgery. R V Brown in this case a group of men were involved in sexual acts which was taken to court, but the courts did not know if consent was a valid way of defending yourself in court. But they came to the decision that the best way to answer that question was through policy and public interest. And the ethical side of this is that why should that person get away with touching another person's body without the full consent from that individual because there's a chance that the person lied to them about the activity so that way they would have secured the consent needed to do what they want without the victim knowing what he/she consented to.
Consent affects the legal outcomes in cases because it determines if the person is held accountable or not and it is the difference between jail and freedom. It is important in determining the legitimacy of multiple situations such as sexual, medical and sports. And the reason as to why it plays an important role is because of how quickly it can change the outcome of the case because if the victim consented to the sexual activity, then it would be less serious or dropped but if the victim did not consent to having sexual activity's with the defendant then it would be taken higher and most likely resulting in jail time. Also, the actions that the defendant takes will determine the consequences and some of the consequences are a restraining order and a fine depending on the actions and the level of seriousness it is.
Just because you have given consent once does not mean you can go ahead and do it every time because the person might not give you consent to do it all the time and this is something people fail to understand just because your partner consented to having sexual activities with the person once does not mean always. Also, consent plays a significant role in cases which includes battery, sexual assault, and medical procedures because it determines if the defendant is guilty and if the defendant has used excessive force or if they were within boundaries. for example, wither it be taking prescribed drugs or having an operation on your body it plays a massive role in cases if you had consented to it or not because it determines the outcome for the court's decision and that is how the public see it.
  
“Consent is more important than anyone truly knows and its nature regarding official cases is ever changing because of how tricky it is and how unreliable it can be as a factor because if there was consent in a case then it would have a different outcome in cases regarding battery and sexual cases but if there's no consent then it goes further.”
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