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Narrative Variations in Duan Chengshi’ s Collected Accounts on the Extraordinariness
of the Diamond Sutra

America Luo Manling

Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 47405, USA

Abstract Usually of interest only to experts of religious history, medieval Buddhist miracle tales have received scant
attention from literary scholars because they are often seen as formulaic and crude. Situating Duan Chengshi’ s
ca. 803-863 collection, Collected Accounts on the Extraordinariness of the Diamond Sutra, in the tradition of Buddhist
miracletales, | analyze the waysin which his narratives continue and deviate from the earlier thematic interests. These
similarities and differences, or narrative variations, shed light not only on the dynamics of the individuals and the
community that shared the stories, but a so on the power of thetradition to adapt itself as an evolving religious discourse.
The analysis enables us to see the hybrid nature of Buddhist miracle tales, which requires us to develop innovative,
interdisciplinary approaches that take into account their distinctive features.
Keywords Buddhist Miracle Tales; Duan Chengshi; Reception of the Diamond Sutra; Narrative Variation; Discourse
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