
INTERPRETING ISLAM 

"He it is Who has sent down to thee the Book: In it are verses 
Basic or Fundamental (of established meaning); they are the 
foundation of the Book; others are allegorical. But those in 
whose hearts is perversity follow the part thereof that is 
allegorical, seeking discord, and searching for its hidden 
meanings, but no one knows its hidden meanings except God. 
And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say: 'We 
believe in the Book; the whole of it is from our Lord;' and none 
will grasp the Message except men of understanding."  Surah 
al-'Imran (the Family of Imran), 3:7, [A]. 



'Who is qualified' to interpret the Qur'an? 
  
A legalistic path? 
  
Esoteric dimensions? 
  
Notions of religious authority? 
  
What is the true essence of revelation?

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE COMPASSIONATE 
THE MERCIFUL 
  
Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Creation, 
The Compassionate, the Merciful 
King of Judgment day! 
You alone we worship, and to You alone  
we pray for help. 
Guide us to the straight path 
The path of those whom You have favoured 
Not of those who have incurred Your wrath 
Nor of those who have gone astray. 

RECITATION 



Recitation of the Qur'an is a specific science ('ilm al-tajwid)

A Brief Exegesis of Surah al-Fatihah

In the name of Allah the Compassionate the Merciful 



  
 

al-Rahim, the Compassionate.

•al-Rahman, the Merciful 



"Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Creation, the 
Compassionate, the Merciful, King of 
Judgment Day." 

You alone we worship, and to You alone we pray 
for help.

Guide us to the straight path, the path of those whom you 
have favoured 

"I bear witness that there is no deity except God and I bear 
witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of God."



Source: islamfinder.com

Zakah - 2.5% of an individual's capital 



Sawm - Fasting in the month of Ramadan 

abstention - imsak - from eating, drinking, smoking 
and sexual activity 



Not of those who have incurred Your wrath, Nor of those 
who have gone astray Seek Knowledge as far as China 


