Article summary 
The introduction of the Mental Deficiency Act (1913), developed later in the Mental Health Act (MHA, Mental Health Act 1983, c. 20, Parliament of Great Britain, 1983), presented the idea of diverting individuals suffering from mental health problems away from the criminal justice system (CJS) into appropriate institutions providing treatment. This pathway utilizes hospital orders and involvement of the Home Office (Harding et al., 1985). England’s National Health Service increasing use of Liaison and Diversion schemes (National Health Service England Liaison and Diversion Programme, 2014) means that offender populations are not limited to prison settings. More frequently, offenders with mental disorders are treated and managed in forensic mental health (FMH) settings.

