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a single distinct meaningful element of 
speech or writing

the smal les t  mean ing fu l  un i t  in  a 
language

what is morpheme?



the smallest meaningful unit in a language

Morpheme

A word stands alone. 
        

Free Morphemes

morhpeme cannot function as words

Bound Morphemes

content word functional word
inflectionalderivational

(open class word)

n
v
adj
adv

(closed class word)

pron
conj:
prep:
art



is the base of a word.

root

is to take it as the word form minus its 
inlectional affixes.

stem

a bound morpheme that cannnot serve as a 
root, precedes other morhpemes in a word, it 
is a prefix. follow other morphemes is a 
suffix.[1]

affix



root

stem

prefixe

suffixe

mus=muse (comes from the musical Goddness Muse  
in Greek myth.)
music        mus＋ic

amuse       a＋muse
musician    mus＋ician
musicality
Musicology 



prefixe
melody    n  mel=melos+ody
parody    n  par+ody

Root      ode =   song

 suffixe
 chaorus        n    chor+us
choreography        n   chor+eo+graphy 
choreographer        n        chor+eo+graph+er
choral music
chord

Root       chor= sing，dance



 
picture n （pict+ure) 
picturesque a （picture+esque） 
pictograph n（pict+o+graph） 
depict v （de +pict）

Pict=paint

scribe n ,v. 
scribble v （scrib+ble） 
script n 
 circumscribe v （circum+scribe）
 description n （de+script+ion) 
inscribe v  (in+scribe） 
inscription n （in+script+ion) 
manuscript v （manu+script) 

scrib,script=write



phonograph n （phono+graph） 
euphony n （eu+phony） 
euphonious a （euphony+ous) 
cacophony n （caco+phony) 
symphony n （sym+phony） 
microphone n （micro+phone） 

phon=sound

ballroom（ball+room）
ballet（ball+et）
balloon（ball＋oon）
symbol（sym＋bol)

ball,bol=throw, dance, ball



Compounding Blending BackformationDerivation Clipping Acronym



V      N  paint-er    compose-r
           animat-ion   rehears-al
            dance-r     edit-ing
A      N  tonal-ity
N      N architect-ure  music-ology
            music-ian  music-ality
            Expression-ism
        
           

Derivation of nouns

A      V  whit-en  visual-ize
N      V  ex-tension 
             length-en
V      V   in-verse  un-fold
              re-run

Derivation of verbs
V       A    decorat-ive  scrib-ble
N       A  pictur-esque   tempor-ary
         music-al  con-cave
         rhythm-ic
A       A  a-tonal  con-temporary
un-rhythmical  ar-rhythmic
eu-rhythmic

Derivation of adjetives

Derivation



highlight
In painting light theory, highlights are 

the brightest part of the artwork.

N          
highlight

V
breaking

breaking news

A
Breaking

Breaking, also called breakdancing, 
was created by the African 
Amercian in early 1970s

N

seal

V
seal

seals are an ancient 
tool of authentication 
in Chinese painting.

N
warm

A
warm the color

V

Zero-derivation



Attributive Compounds Cooridinative Compounds Subordinative Compounds

Compunding

brushstroke
brushwork

keynote
watercolor

masterpiece



simultaneous +broadcast

           simulcast

Blends

demonstration

       demo

Clipping
meter         metrically
repertory

repertoire

Backformation

ADS advertisments
MC   master of ceremony
C M B M  c e n t r a l  b o d y 
movement position

Acronym

Minor Morphological Processes



Application of Art 
Engligh Teaching



此模板适用于中国风、文艺风、教育及相关
类别演示，彩色风格，颜色清新舒适，版式
简洁明了，内页延续封面，使整个PPT统一
一致。

单击此处编辑标题

此模板适用于中国风、文艺风、教育及相关
类别演示，彩色风格，颜色清新舒适，版式
简洁明了

单击此处编辑标题

concert programme 



此模板适用于中国风、文艺风、教育及相关
类别演示，彩色风格，颜色清新舒适，版式
简洁明了，内页延续封面，使整个PPT统一
一致。

单击此处编辑标题

此模板适用于中国风、文艺风、教育及相关
类别演示，彩色风格，颜色清新舒适，版式
简洁明了

单击此处编辑标题



The Presentation of Chinese Painting



Art Exhibition in English Class



English extracurricular activities
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