HPRS5008 / HPRS6008
From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)



Definitions

What do we mean by Hellenism / Hellenization?
Hellenism refers to the spread of Greek culture after Alexander the Great, and Hellenization is the process by which non-Greek peoples adopted Greek language, customs, and institutions.
What was the Seleucid Empire?
The Seleucid Empire was a Hellenistic kingdom founded by Seleucus I that ruled much of the Near East, including Judea, during the 3rd and 2nd centuries BCE.
Who were the Hasmonean (Maccabean) family and what did they do?
The Hasmoneans were a Jewish priestly family who led a revolt against Seleucid rule in 167 BCE and later established an independent Jewish kingdom.
What was the High Priest and what was their role?
The High Priest was the chief religious leader of the Jewish people who oversaw Temple worship and held significant political authority during the Second Temple period.
What does pre-exilic Israel mean?
Pre-exilic Israel refers to the period before the Babylonian exile in 586 BCE when the First Temple still stood in Jerusalem.
Questions Based on Reading
1. What were the main arguments in the reading?
The reading argues that the Maccabean Revolt was driven by both internal Jewish conflict over Hellenization and political interference by the Seleucid rulers.
2. What were the main historical, religious, and/or political events leading up to the Maccabean Revolt?
The revolt was preceded by political corruption in the High Priesthood, increasing Hellenization, Antiochus IV’s religious decrees banning Jewish practices, and the desecration of the Jerusalem Temple.
3. What is the overall significance of the Temple’s purification and the end of Seleucid rule?
The purification of the Temple symbolized religious restoration and divine vindication, while the end of Seleucid rule marked the return of Jewish political autonomy.
4. How significant was it that the Maccabean family later became High Priests and kings?
It was highly significant because a previously minor priestly family assumed both religious and royal authority, reshaping Jewish leadership and politics.
5. How different was life during Second Temple Judaism compared to pre-exilic Israel?
Life in the Second Temple period was shaped by foreign imperial rule, increased emphasis on Torah observance, and the absence of a Davidic monarchy, unlike pre-exilic Israel.
6. What are the potential biases with the Maccabean texts?
The Maccabean texts are biased in favor of the Hasmonean family and portray their actions as divinely justified while downplaying internal Jewish opposition.

