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	WITNESS STATEMENT

	Criminal Procedure Rules, r. 16.2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9


	

	
	URN
	
	
	
	
	

	

	Statement of:
	John SMITH
	

	

	Age if under 18:


	Over 18
	(if over 18 insert ‘over 18’)
	Occupation:
	Store Detective.

	


	[bookmark: cysill]In which language would you prefer to give your evidence: 
	English

	In which language would you prefer to give your oath/affirmation:
	English

	

	
	

	

	

	This statement (consisting of             
	2
	pages(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and

	Belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable for prosecution if I have wilfully stated  

	In it, anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

	

	Signature:
	
	Date:
	23/02/2021
	

	

	INTRODCUTION
I make this statement in relation to a shoplift incident that happened on Thursday the 23rd of September 2021. 

ACTIONS
On Thursday the 23rd of September 2021, I was working at the Tesco store in Cardigan on a 12pm – 8pm shift as part of my role as a security guard, where I have held the position for just over two years now. Approximately 2pm my attention was drawn to a female with long hair in a ponytail and a white hoody. I have seen her within the store before and I believed she may have been shoplifting. I decided to follow her around various aisles to ensure this was not the case where she didn’t end up selecting any items whatsoever. 
When I arrived at the alcohol aisle the female stopped by the gin section and selected two bottles of Hendricks gin and placed them in her distinct shopping bag. I continued to follow her around the store for around one more minute before she walked past the till without making any effort to pay, and left the store where I lost sight of her. Around an hour or so later as I was reviewing the CCTV, I saw the female walk back in to the store. On this occasion she was wearing a long coat not the hoodie she was originally wearing. I decided to detain the female until police arrived at the store but did not find any of the bottles after her being searched. The female was subsequently arrested by police. 
Concerning the incident, when I first saw the female to her leaving on the first time it lasted for around 5 minutes or so. I was around 9 foot away from the female whilst observing her but got closer to her when she was being detained. The store itself has good lighting and was well lit. I would have lost sight of the female as she turned into different aisles and lost her completely as she left the store. I do recognise the female from previously being within the store and myself suspecting her to be shoplifting. I recall the incident because the bag she carried was very distinctive in nature, and this happened around 2 hours ago from now. Regarding the female when I first saw her she wasn’t wearing a jacket however, when she came in later she had a jacket over her original clothing, and also the distinct bag. This is all I can tell you about this person.

OFFENDER
I would describe the female as being a white female, around early 40’s, around 5ft 6 tall with a slim build. She had long brown hair that was tied up in a ponytail, and a distinctive scar on her right cheek. She was wearing blue jeans and brown Ugg boots, with a white hoodie. As referred to above, when she entered the store on the second occasion she was wearing a black bomber jacket over the clothes above. 

BAG
The bag the female was carrying at the time of the incident was extremely distinctive and I would recognise it should I see it again. It was a pink shopping bag made from what I believe to be plastic, with a snoopy picture on the front and back. The bag also had white straps and I would say it was around 40cm tall and about 30cm wide, and this is where the two bottles of Hendricks were placed.

STOLEN ITEMS
The female stole two bottles of Hendricks gin 70cl, these are green in colour and partially transparent. Both bottles are priced the same at £19.99 to which I have managed to obtain a receipt for both totalling £39.98 and handed this to a police officer in evidence, as exhibit AA/01. 

LOCATION
The location of this incident is Tesco supermarket in Cardigan. It is located just off High st within the town itself, and is a generic type supermarket. The car park areas consists of spaces for around 200 vehicles and the store itself has 12 aisles which all sell different items. 

CCTV
I have provided PC JONES with CCTV from 14:00 hours until 14:10 hours. This consists of three cameras. 
Camera one which covers the entrance and exit of the store.
Camera two which covers the till area.
Camera three which covers the alcohol area.
I produce this in evidence as AA/02.

EXHIBITS
I now produce this in evidence as follows:-
Police ref JS/01, Court ref (   ) – 1 x till receipt for two stolen items, to the value of £39.98
Police ref JS/02, Court ref (   ) – 1 x discs marked camera one, camera two, camera three. 
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Hendricks gin and placed them in her distinct shopping bag. I continued to follow her around the store for 
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