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The “Federalist Papers.”
Within this essay I am going to discuss the “Federalist Papers.”  As an introduction I shall give a brief history of the event that led to the creation of these “Papers” and a little background of my understanding of the US Constitution.
On the 25th of May 1787, 55 delegates from the various States attended a Constitutional Convention that was being held in Philadelphia. This Convention was to discuss, agree and make amendments to the original Constitution. Whilst each State was allowed more than one delegate to be present, only one vote per State was allowed. There was a requirement of 9 votes, which equals two-thirds of the 13 States, for any amendments to be ratified.  Due to the lack of unanimity, the Articles of Confederation were abandoned, and the process of creating and writing a new US Constitution begun as a replacement.
The Constitution has 4 key features which are as follows. Firstly, comes the written constitution which needs to be agreed by two-thirds of the states so that it may be ratified.  This is followed by a republican government where the people have a say and are represented by elected officials.  The third key feature is a separation of powers within the Federal Government, namely the Legislative, Judiciary and Executive branches of Government.  Finally, there is Federalism which divides the power between Federal Government and the State.  
It was essential for the Constitution to be ratified as it is the underpinning of American Democracy.  Initially, a divide ensued between the various States.  “The Federalists” supported the ratification of the Constitution as written, whilst the “Antifederalists” strongly opposed the development of a strong federal government and the ratification of the Constitution. Due to this strong opposition to the Constitution, “Antifederalists” began to draft articles in the newspapers to garner support.  Therefore, here began the work of writing and publishing the “Federalist Papers” as an attempt to win over the “Antifederalist” supporters.
These papers were a set of 85 essays that were written between October 1787 and May 1788. Initially, the work of creating these essays began with Alexander Hamilton who sought out the help of John Jay. This was later followed by the recruitment of James Madison. 
[bookmark: _Int_NkNexoX2]These papers highlight the failures of the Articles of Confederation whilst suggesting ways that could ensure a fair and just system that would protect the hard-won liberties of the people who had previously fought hard and won during the earlier revolution.  These essays also seem to ensure that no single government would have an unfair advantage over others. As there was a strong “Antifederalist” movement in the State of New York, these papers were initially published in the New York Times and then reprinted in most of the other states.  These papers seem to be a consolidated effort to persuade the New York State voters to support ratification of the US Constitution.   On the 28th of May 1788 they were published in book form as “The “Federalist”. 
Hamilton decided to draft these papers anonymously to ensure personal protection from future charges of betrayal to the confidentiality of the Convention. These papers appeared under the signature of “Publius.”  
The Federalist No. 51
[bookmark: _Int_LPWZK0um]“First. In a single republic, all the power surrendered by the people is submitted to the administration of a single government; and the usurpations are guarded against by a division of the government into distinct and separate departments. In the compound republic of America, the power surrendered by the people is first divided between two distinct governments, and then the portion allotted to each subdivided among distinct and separate departments. Hence a double security arises to the rights of the people. The different governments will control each other, at the same time that each will be controlled by itself. Second. It is of significant importance in a republic not only to guard the society against the oppression of its rulers, but to guard one part of the society against the injustice of the other part. Different interests necessarily exist in different classes of citizens. If a majority be united by a common interest, the rights of the minority will be insecure.” (Hamilton, Madison, and Jay (2017).
[bookmark: _Int_aIpfwLqA][bookmark: _Int_okn1hUem]This essay seems to address an unchecked and unbalanced government which could create the possibility of oppression of the people by a majority. This and following papers address measures that will be put in place to protect the citizens by creating a separation of powers. The foundation laid here is a two-way partition of power, both vertically and horizontally which creates a double level of security. This article suggests how the separation of powers will protect the freedom and the liberties of the people. The Federal Government is separated firstly into 3 distinct horizontal branches which are known as the Legislative Branch, the Judicial Branch, and the Executive Branch. It suggests that these branches will work independently whilst each will serve to check or limit the power of others. No one branch has supreme power over another. Overlapping powers between the three branches ensures that no branch has a free hand of unrestrained power. This is known as the checks and balances. Some actions and rulings require that two out of the three branches are needed to agree, ensuring a just and balanced Government. 
All 85 essays seemed to have addressed the perceived failures within the Articles of Confederation to provide a just and fair Federal Government and protect the liberty of the people.  These papers seem to have gone a long way towards the eventual ratification of the Constitution. 
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