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1. [bookmark: _Toc173428329]Introduction


If there is one person to look up at and win at life, that is Oprah Winfrey. ‘Lots of people want to ride with you in the limo, but what you want is someone who will take the bus with you when the limo breaks down - Oprah Winfrey’ (Weekes, 2007).
Oprah Winfrey is a famous entrepreneur, media executive, philanthropist, and Academy Award nominee that hosts an important talk show. She has won many Emmy awards and is well known for hosting The Oprah Winfrey Show, a hugely successful show that ran for 25 seasons from 1986 to 2011. Her achievement made her the first Black woman billionaire in history in 2003 (Piccotti, 2014). The idea that people should take personal responsibility for their life and work to better the world is at the core of everything Oprah Winfrey does, which is an enlightened statement that holds the power of her work (Womenofthehall.org, 2024). 
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2. [bookmark: _Toc173428330]Oprah Winfrey – a successful entrepreneur 

[bookmark: _Toc173428331]2.1.Oprah Winfrey’s background


	Oprah Gail Winfrey was born on 29th of January 1954, on a farm near Kosciusko, Mississippi. She was reared by her maternal grandma. Despite her numerous struggles, Winfrey believes that her father's advice and commitment to study helped her develop into an educated and successful young woman. As an exceptional student, she was awarded a full scholarship to attend Tennessee State University. In college, she received several honours, one of which was an invitation to a White House youth summit. Winfrey became the first African-American host of a nationally syndicated television show at the age of thirty-two. Due to her performance in the movie The Colour Purple, Winfrey received a nomination that same year for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress. In addition, she founded Harpo Inc., a television production firm, making her the first Black person and third woman to run a major studio (Bloomenthal, 2016). 
	
[bookmark: _Toc173428332]	2.2. The Oprah Winfrey Show - 25 years of success


The Oprah Winfrey Show, which debuted in 1986 and ran for 25 seasons on syndicated television, was the top daytime talk program for 25 years. The main themes and lessons covered on The Oprah Winfrey Show are around intention, curiosity, self-improvement, mindfulness, and curiosity—all presented in an engaging way. The foundation of Oprah's personality, which gave viewers on TV a distinctive, uplifting emotional experience, was her influence on the audience's growth and self-improvement (Garner, 2022). 
The Oprah Winfrey program became the highest-rated talk program in American television history after winning 47 Daytime Emmys. As the show's host, Oprah was reportedly making $315 million annually at the end of its tenure (Farah, 2024).



[bookmark: _Toc173428333]2.3. How does Oprah Winfrey spend her money?


Apart from starting her own companies and funding others, the billionaire has primarily used her wealth to purchase expansive homes, charitable endeavours, and a personal aircraft. Oprah has or has owned homes in the US states of Illinois, Florida, Hawaii, Tennessee, Indiana, Colorado, California, and Washington, according to Architectural Digest. Oprah has a vast property portfolio that includes anything from large Promised Land mansion to a farmhouse on Maui, as well as condominiums in the city and a five-star hotel. The worth of her portfolio was assessed by House & Garden UK to be above US$630 million last year. Her residence in affluent Montecito, California, where she shares neighbours with Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, is the focal point of it all. According to The New York Post, the home is situated on more than 17 hectares of land and is valued at $100 million (Farah, 2024).
[bookmark: _Toc173428334]
2.4. Oprah Winfrey’s entrepreneurial path


Although Oprah Winfrey is well-known for her daytime program, her keen business sense helped her become a millionaire. ‘Oprah Winfrey isn’t just a pop-culture phenomenon, she is a savvy businesswoman who has leveraged her popularity to build a media empire and a multi-billion dollar fortune.’ (The Org, 2020)
Harpo Inc. is a media and entertainment company owned by Oprah. Its sole subsidiary, Harpo Productions, is owned by Harpo (that's Oprah written backward). The company is split into two divisions: Oprah Winfrey Network (OWN), a television network in which Harpo holds a 25.5% ownership stake, and Harpo Print, which is in charge of O, The Oprah Magazine. The business also ran Harpo Radio and Films, which it closed down in 2013 and 2015, respectively.  In addition to Oprah's own projects, Harpo Productions is the producer of The Nate Berkus Show and The Dr. Oz Show. For an estimated $34 million, Oprah purchased a minority interest in the popular weight-loss and nutrition program Weight Watchers in 2015. Her participation in the publicly listed business, which is now formally known as WW International, was worth up to $430 million by 2020. Oprah also has stock in True Food Kitchen, a chain of health-conscious eateries that was started by writer Andrew Weil. According to reports, she has a sizeable stake in the network, which has at least 42 sites around the country. Oatly is partially owned by Oprah. In July 2020, the investment firm paid $200 million for a 10% share in the Swedish oat milk company, putting Oatly's market value at $2 billion. To help significantly reduce food waste, a business called Apeel Sciences has developed an edible covering comprised of plant elements that can extend the shelf life of fruit by two to three times. In June 2020, Oprah made a $250 million contribution to a financing round that brought Apeel's valuation to $1 billion, along with other celebrities including Katy Perry (The Org, 2020)


[bookmark: _Toc173428335]2.5. Oprah’s values and motives


Oprah is a major proponent of authenticity in the business world. She thinks that being authentic may help entrepreneurs gain the audience's trust and develop a powerful personal brand. Oprah stresses the value of empathy in creating prosperous enterprises. She exhorts business owners to have a better understanding of their clients' needs and wants by connecting with them on a personal level. Entrepreneurs may develop goods and services that appeal to their target market by demonstrating empathy. Oprah has discussed the value of resilience in the face of difficulty on several occasions. According to her, failures and setbacks are a part of being an entrepreneur, but how one handles these obstacles defines success. Being a major supporter of personal development and self-improvement, Oprah encourages entrepreneurs to invest in their own personal growth through books, courses, and mentoring. She also supports the concept of lifelong learning. Oprah is renowned for her charitable endeavours and her faith in the transformative power of giving back. She exhorts business owners to utilise their power and prosperity to change the world for the better. Oprah thinks that improving the lives of the less fortunate and assisting others are the paths to ultimate fulfilment. In her writings, she emphasises the need of self-care and mindfulness for entrepreneurs, urging them to look after their physical, mental, and emotional health. At the same time, she is a fervent supporter of purpose-driven entrepreneurship, which is the idea that companies should be motivated by something more than merely maximising profits. She thinks company owners have a special chance to use their companies to change the world for the better (FasterCapital, 2024).


[bookmark: _Toc173428336]2.6. Oprah Winfrey’s entrepreneurial traits


The entrepreneurial traits that Oprah has shown along the years are worth following, because only her success can show how these would fit any entrepreneur to become better. Some of these traits are genuity, relevancy, motivation, passion, never-quitting, taking risks, following the gut, choosing friends wisely and taking responsibility. Regardless of her age or wealth, Oprah has always been one of the most influential and motivating figures in our day. All of Oprah's accomplishments show her enthusiasm. She hasn't been scared to take on very huge topics, and in the end, they have helped her climb the success ladder even higher. She also holds that each person must take responsibility for their own life and that they should not expect others to live it for them; instead, they must give it their all. Oprah is well-known for having a small, close-knit group of friends, many of whom she knew before she became well-known. She says to surround oneself with positive and encouraging individuals only. People that share your intense desire for your aspirations to come true. Her accomplishments are no coincidence and these qualities have moulded her, elevated her to the forefront of contemporary society, and elevated her to the status of one of the wealthiest and most powerful women on the planet. Any person aspiring to be an entrepreneur should strive to possess these qualities (Chahal, 2014). 

3. [bookmark: _Toc173428337]Conclusion


To sum up, Oprah Winfrey advocates for a number of important ideals and concepts within the community of entrepreneurs, such as self-care, mindfulness, genuine connection, personal development, empathy, authenticity, and purpose-driven entrepreneurship. Through the adoption of these ideals and ideas, business owners may improve the world in addition to becoming successful (FasterCapital, 2024).
Oprah is truly a role model which found the way to get to millions of people and make her businesses profitable. She inspired people to be better and to this day, her relevancy is still strong and holds the power to keep helping everyone who want to follow her advices. 
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