Tintern Abbey – Commentary:
This image shows a floor plan of Tintern Abbey, and how it has changed throughout different times.[footnoteRef:1] The abbey was founded in 1113 by Cistercian monks.[footnoteRef:2] Tintern was the first Cistercian foundation in Wales and the second in Britain.[footnoteRef:3] As this was a Cistercian Abbey, it would have been designed similarly to the other houses, however by comparing floor plans it is clear that this is not the case, this therefore makes this floor plan even more interesting to study. [1:  Image of Tintern Abbey ground plan]  [2:  Robinson, David M, and Cadw, Tintern Abbey, 4th ed. (Cadw : Welsh Historic Monuments, 2002)]  [3:  https://www.monasticwales.org/browsedb.php?func=showsite&siteID=34] 

This ground plan is colour coded in order to show when the different structures were built or rebuilt. The key includes three key classification categories, these are: the late twelfth to thirteenth century, the gothic church (about 1269 to 1330), and the later Middle Ages and within these groups there are defined ‘phases’.[footnoteRef:4] This is important as it allows the viewer of the floor plan to understand when parts of the Abbey were built and in which order as well as to understand how it may have looked throughout time. [4:  Image] 

In this image, the key part of the monastery can be seen at the bottom, this is the Nave and the North and South transepts which would have been where the chapel and the church is. On this ground plan, eight chapels can be seen within in this area, this is important as although the abbey as a whole would have been dedicated to the Virgin Mary, some of the chapels may have been dedicated to other Saints.[footnoteRef:5] The image is also colour coded in order to show the different phases of this abbey being built and how it would have looked throughout different time periods. The right side of this part of the structure is yellow, according to the key, this means that built (or most likely rebuilt) in phase one of ‘The Gothic Church’ which was about 1269 to 1288. The rest of this structure is mostly orange, including the nave, which suggests that this was done in phase to which was along with phase three completed about 1288 to 1301. As these are important parts of the church it is likely that they were within the first structures created but have been rebuilt and improved throughout the years that the Abbey was an active religious house.[footnoteRef:6] This area of the church being at the bottom of the map is an important feature of Tintern Abbey, as in a traditional Cistercian monastery, the nave and transepts would be built first and the rest of the structures would then be built around the South of this unlike this ground plan that shows the other structures being North. Although this could be due to a multitude of reasons, when studying the rest of the floor plan, it appears likely that this decision was made due to where the water supply could be accessed. [5:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. "Tintern Abbey". Encyclopedia Britannica, 9 Jan. 2024, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Tintern-Abbey. Accessed 17 October 2025.]  [6:   Craster, O.E, Great Britain. Department of the Environment., and Great Britain. Welsh Office., Tintern Abbey, Gwent = Abaty Tyndyrn, 8th [corr.] impression. (HMSO, 1974)] 

The water supply can be seen in this image seeming to pass through many structures; therefore, it is likely that these structures were built there due to the access to running water and based on whether they should be downstream or further upstream. For example, the first named structure that is the most upstream is the kitchen, this is important as the kitchen would need to be able to access the cleanest and freshest water possible. The next structure is the infirmary, this is because the sick people would need fresh water, however if this was upstream of the kitchen it could cause issues. Overall, this shows that these floor plans revolving around the water source were carefully thought out based on hygiene. 
Another key part of this ground plan is the cloister. The cloister is a quadrilateral enclosure surrounded by covered walkways, this structure is important within a monastery as it was used as a space for the monks to study or read, as it would have been one of the places with better lighting within a monastery.[footnoteRef:7] On this floor plan, there is a second cloister that is attached to the infirmary, this is important as the people who were staying in the infirmary would need somewhere to get fresh air and to read, however they would need to be separate in order to not get others ill.  [7:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. "cloister". Encyclopedia Britannica, 27 Mar. 2020, https://www.britannica.com/topic/cloister. Accessed 17 October 2025.
] 

Overall, this ground plan of Tintern Abbey is important as it is useful to understand how the abbey would have been set out and when each part was built.
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