Exercise - Developing a Critical Argument
These topics all involve contradictory arguments that require you to explore different perspectives, critically assess evidence, and form your own reasoned conclusions. Working with these types of topics will help you to practice analysing complex issues and recognizing biases or gaps in arguments.

1. Social Media: A Tool for Connection or Isolation?

Pro: Social media helps people stay connected, fosters relationships, and can create a sense of community.
Con: Excessive use of social media leads to feelings of loneliness, isolation, and mental health issues like anxiety and depression.

2. The Impact of Video Games on Children: Beneficial or Harmful?

Pro: Video games can improve cognitive function, problem-solving skills, and teamwork.
Con: Video games contribute to violent behaviour, poor academic performance, and social isolation among children.

3. Climate Change: Human Activity vs. Natural Cycles

Pro: Human activity (e.g., burning fossil fuels, deforestation) is the primary cause of climate change, and urgent action is needed.
Con: Climate change is part of natural Earth cycles, and current trends are not outside the realm of historical variation.

4. The Role of Artificial Intelligence: A Threat to Jobs or a Workforce Revolution?

Pro: AI will replace millions of jobs, causing economic instability and job insecurity.
Con:AI will create new job opportunities, increase productivity, and drive economic growth by automating mundane tasks.




5. Vaccination: A Vital Public Health Measure or a Personal Choice?

Pro: Vaccines are essential for preventing disease outbreaks and protecting public health.
Con: Vaccines should be a personal choice, and mandatory vaccination policies infringe on individual rights and freedoms.

6. Education: Standardized Testing as a Measure of Success or an Inadequate Metric?

Pro: Standardized testing provides an objective measure of student achievement and ensures accountability.
Con: Standardized tests are biased, stress-inducing, and fail to measure creativity, critical thinking, or other important skills.

7. Technology and Privacy: The Price We Pay for Convenience

Pro: Advances in technology (e.g., smartphones, social media) offer significant convenience and enhance our lives in many ways.
Con: Technology poses a serious threat to privacy, as personal data is easily collected, stored, and exploited by corporations and governments.

8. Renewable Energy: Sustainable Future or Short-Term Fix?

Pro: Renewable energy (solar, wind, etc.) is essential for a sustainable future and reducing our dependence on fossil fuels.
Con: Renewable energy sources are unreliable, expensive, and may not meet global energy demands in the long term.



9. The Influence of Media: Informing Public Opinion or Shaping It?

Pro: The media plays an important role in informing the public, providing critical information for decision-making in society.
Con: The media manipulates public opinion through sensationalism, bias, and misinformation, often shaping people's views rather than informing them.

10. School Uniforms: Promoting Equality or Limiting Expression?

Pro: School uniforms promote equality, reduce peer pressure, and help students focus on their studies.
Con: School uniforms restrict individual expression and do not necessarily lead to improved academic performance or behaviour.


