[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay will highlight and discuss the issue of forced marriages and how this community may become isolated to society. The argument will convey how forced marriages are portrayed in differing religious groups and highlight the effects and causes forced marriages has on many, it will also explain and show how this provides a barricade between the victim and today’s community.
In the United Kingdom you have the right to choose who you marry, when you marry or if you marry at all (Gov.UK,2018). Marriage is between two consenting individuals who legally consent to commit themselves to one another in a monogamous loving and faithful relationship (Gov.UK,2018). Marriage is not permitted between close relations. The legal age of consent in the United Kingdom is 18 but marriage is permitted for 16 year olds with parental consent (Gov.UK,2018).
There is a growing amount of opposite sex couples who chose to cohabit instead of getting married or live together before they marry (Gov.UK,2018). Statistics show that there are 3.1million opposite sex couples cohabitating in the United Kingdom in 2015 (Gov.UK,2018). These families account for 17% of all families in the United Kingdom (Gov.UK,2018).
Britain has seen changes in some people’s attitudes towards marriage over the years (Parliament,2010). The United Kingdom is fast becoming a multicultural nation with a 2.7million Asian population (BBC, 2018). Within these communities there are many different religions and cultures. Statistics show that there are almost a million British Indians, 675,000 British Pakistani, 257,000 Bangladeshi, 149,000 Chinese and a further 242,000 people having varying Asian background (BBC, 2018).
Muslim weddings vary according to culture. The meaning of marriage also has different meanings to couples depending on their cultural beliefs (BBC,2014). Marriage in the Islamic faith is considered as a social contract which brings rights and obligations to both concerning parties (BBC,2014). These marriages are believed to work well if there is mutual respect between the couple.
Sexual intimacy is forbidden outside of marriage at all times (BBC, 2014). It is said that in Islam it is required that no Muslim husband abuses or harms his wife (BBC,2014). A man can have more than one wife but if he is seen to ill-treat his wife then he is said to be forbidden by God to take more than one bride (BBC,2014). A woman is only permitted to have one husband at a time (BBC, 2014).
In Islam if the bride is seen to be extremely young at the time of marriage then it is considered that the husband waits until his bride is older, before consummating the marriage (BBC,2014). It is not necessary for a bride to be present at her wedding, a marriage contract can be arranged, signed and witnessed in her absence (BBC, 2014). It is believed that a couple have a happy married life together if they both are able to live together without problems or conflict and their interpretation of Islam is the same (BBC, 2014). 
Arranged marriages are very much a part of the Asian culture. Marriages are most often arranged between first and second cousins, this is thought to strengthen the extended family ties Ghuman, A, S (1994). It is written that both partners can refuse the arranged marriage if they so wish, however by doing so it is thought to bring great shame and disrespect to both families (Gov.UK,2015). This can result in one or both partners facing intense pressure and in some cases resulting in a partner being locked away and shunned until the marriage proposal is accepted (Gov.UK,2015).      
There is a fine line between consent and coercion and in a lot of cases an Arranged marriage turns in to one that is forced. (Girls Not Brides,2018).
A forced marriage is also arranged by parents and families. Forced marriages are illegal in England and Wales (Gov.UK,2018). Families will often arrange marriages overseas. The children are tricked in to going with the assumption that they are going on holidays to visit family (BBC,2014). The ages of the children getting married can range from children as young as 8 years’ old (UK Home Office 2017). Children are taken out from schools and taken overseas to be wed and live there with their new husband and in-laws. Some of these children are never seen in Britain again (Gov.UK,2018). Many girls have been forced to marry a partner with severe learning disabilities as this is seen by some parents to be a way of providing a full time carer for the disabled husband (Gov.UK,2018).
Promises of marriage have been made by most parents when children are born, often to older family relatives (Gov.UK 2018). Couples don’t know or have never seen their husband or wife to be until the wedding ceremony. These marriages are arranged against the will of one or both of the partners (Gov.UK 2018). By refusing they are faced with being cast out from the family and community for ever (Gov.UK2018). There has been evidence that some females have been subjected to horrific crimes of violence, in cases where they have already formed their own relationships with partners of their own choice (BBC,2014). This is strictly forbidden, and they refuse to abide by the parents’ wishes of an arranged marriage (BBC,2014). By doing so these girls have known to have had their lives taken from them in the so called Honour killings (BBC,2014). The daughter is seen to have brought shame and disrespect to the honour of her family (BBC,2014). These crimes are believed to have been carried out by other family members (BBC,2014). Reports show that there are up to 12 honour murders being committed yearly in the United Kingdom. These are happening mainly within the Asian and Middle Eastern communities (BBC,2014). These families have now got generations who have been born and raised in the United Kingdom they are becoming more accustomed to the western way of life, and are wanting to be able to make their own choices and more and more are refusing to have their future husbands chosen for them (BBC,2014). 
Violence in the name of Honour is not only happening in the United Kingdom, this is a major global problem (BBC,2014). 
However, the leaders of the world’s religions have condemned any relatedness linking religion to an honour killing (BBC,2014).
Other honour based crimes subjected to women and girls is the act of Female Genital Mutilation is carried out by families. They believe that if their daughters do not have this procedure then they will become promiscuous Parekh (2006). This act guarantees their virginity and saves the girls from social suspicion (Girls Not Brides,2018). This act plays a crucial part in the families finding suitable husbands (Girls Not Brides,2018).  Female Genital Mutilation is a violent crime against women and children and a violation of human rights (UNICEF,2018). Female Genital Mutilation is not performed under medical supervision and often leads to the women and children losing their lives (NSPCC 2018). An elder from within the community known as a cutter carries out these acts. There are three different types of procedures all of which are executed without an anaesthetic (NSPCC,2018). The first being the Excision method, which involves the removal of the clitoris and the inner labia, with or without the removal of the labia majora (NHS,2016). The Clitoridectomy method involves the full removal or part of the clitoris (NHS,2016). The Infibulation or Pharonic method involves removal of the clitoris, the labia minora and part of the labia majora (NHS,2016). Both sides of the vulva are stitched up leaving a smooth surface and a small opening for urine and menstrual blood to pass through (NHS,2016). The Infibulation method is wildly carried out within specific Ethnic population in Africa, Asia and Middle Eastern Countries (NHS,2016). There is no specific age for this to be carried out, the age of the child or woman varies according to the individual communities (Gov.UK,2015). Female Genital Mutilation is carried out on babies soon after they have been born in some communities (Gov.UK,2015).
There are many fatalities due to organ damage, infection and extreme blood loss (NHS,2016). Girls who survive the trauma go on to have health problems throughout their lives (NHS,2016).
Female Genital Mutilation is illegal in England and Wales. Between April 2016 and March 2017 there were 9179 attendances reported at NHS and GP practises where FGM was identified or where a procedure for FGM was undertaken (NHS,2016). 87% of these attendances were in midwifery or obstetrics services where this was reported (NHS,2016). The average age at attendance was 31 years (NHS,2016). 95% of the women and girls first recorded in the data in 2016/17 had undergone FGM before they were 18 years old (NHS,2016). These statistics are absolutely appalling and show how it is continuously an ongoing issue that is isolating young girls and the female gender from society and also providing a major issue for their health and wellbeing (NHS,2016).
It is alarming how many of these forced marriages still continue to happen even though the law states that anyone found going against the laws can be imprisoned for up to five years in the United Kingdom (Gov.UK 2017). 
In 2005 The Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) which is a joint Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Home Office unit was set up in Britain (Gov.UK,2017). It supports victims who fear they are going to be taken abroad and made to marry against their will, or those who have already been subjected to a forced marriage (Gov.UK,2017). However, these services are not effective enough to put a stop to forced marriages in the United Kingdom or those of British citizens overseas (Girls Not Brides,2018). There is a desperate need for communities to be better educated on the services that are available to them in their desperate plea for help (Gov.UK,2017). 
There have been numerous international summit meetings to address the prohibition of forced marriages (UNICEF,2018). The convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against women stated that all marriages to children who were married under the legal age would have no legal binding (UNICEF,2018). Laws were to be enforced to specify the legal age for a person to be wed along with rights to freedom of speech and child protection from acts of abuse and protection from harmful traditional practices (UNICEF,2018).
However, in Bangladesh where many British Bangladeshi families have arranged for their relatives to be sent to for marriage over many years, there have been new laws passed in February 2017, eliminating the minimum age to marry (UNICEF,2018). Laws state that under certain circumstances such as accidental or illegal pregnancies then there is now no age restriction (Girls Not Brides,2018). Amongst the poorest communities, known as the Dalits in the Caste system, families with a number of children are more likely to marry of their daughters so there is seen to be one less mouth to feed (UNICEF,2018). The younger the child is married off, the less of a dowry her family will have to pay to the future in laws (Girls Not Brides,2018). Children as young as eight years’ old are becoming brides to men and boys much older than them (Girls Not Brides,2018). The child bride will be separated from her parents and family and taken to live with her husband and in laws (Girls Not Brides,2018). Instead of attending school and playing with friends these girls are becoming pregnant and most subjected to physical and sexual abuse and risking their lives by having to give birth when their bodies have yet to mature to be able to have a baby (Girls Not Brides,2018). Girls have died through the lack of medical care whilst in childbirth (NHS,2016). Their lives are majorly controlled and they are seen as just sexual and domestic servants (Girls Not Brides,2018). Some husbands take a new wife leaving his previous wife a single mother to bring her child up by herself (Girls Not Brides,2018). For many Dalits, education is the only way out of poverty, however a road to education is far from easy (BBC,2018). 
In Bangladesh	 the status of an individual is determined by what is called the Caste system (BBC,2018). On the top level of the Caste hierarchy is the Brahman and at the lowest bottom level is the Dalits (BBC,2018). This group is described as the untouchables. These are completely ostracized from traditional Indian society (BBC,2018). The Dalits are the lowest class and are considered as impure and are segregated from other Caste (BBC,2018). In between the highest and lowest class there are many other classes such as the Kshatriya, the Vashya and the Sudra all in descending order of wealth (BBC,2018). The poor society known as the Dalits mostly live in rural areas and small towns, marriage outside ones Caste is frowned upon (BBC,2018). If children were to be born to parents of different Caste systems, then a child is seen not to belong to any Caste, such a person is considered an outcast BBC, (2018).
There have been many charities which have provided help and security for children and the help of forced marriages and abuse (UNICEF,2018). Unicef is one of the largest and most prominent charities.  Since UNICEF/UNFPA joint program was established in 2008, 13 countries have passed national legislation banning FGM (UNICEF,2018). The program also provided access to the prevention, protection and treatment services for more than 3.2 million girls and women (UNICEF,2018). As a result of community led engagement, more than 31.5 million people in over 21,700 communities made public declarations against FGM (UNICEF,2018). Over the past three decades there has been an overall decline in the prevalence in female genital mutilation and momentum is growing (UNICEF,2018). With the continues actions of us all as a community and with the help of charities such as Unicef, we can work together to end female genital mutilation by 2030 (UNICEF,2018).
All in all, forced marriage is an extremely heart wrenching and problematic issue. It is clear that there are many improvements that are needed to be made to help shelter and protect these children as they are being forced into sexual harassment which is seen as a ‘norm’ in their religion. The issue is completely unbelievable and does not seem real. Although improvements can be seen for example forced marriages are banned in the United Kingdom, however it is allowed and is far from frowned upon in other countries which is extremely worrying and also shocking. Religion plays a vital part into why they are segregated from society. For example, children of many religions who live in Britain are unable to participate with the other children in certain sporting activities such as swimming in school. This is due to their religion not allowing them to show their bodies. Also, with young children being married off, it is not allowing children to experience the life that a child should do. Children such as young girls are automatically forced to grow up overnight and become housewife’s mothers and carers. These are all factors which isolate forced marriage victims to be excluded from society.  
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