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1. Introduction
Digital skills refer to the ability of an individual to evaluate, share, create, use, and find content using digital devices such as smartphones and computers. The education system has become very much advanced, and the presence of digital devices has helped students to get good grades in academics. Hence students must develop an ability to enhance their digital skills to make the best utilization of digital techniques and Technology in the learning and development process (Adams and McGuire, 2022). There are a large number of digital skills that should be present among the students to ensure that they get good grades on their assignments. Some of the digital skills comprise using visual mapping, creating effective multimedia, creating presentations, using word processing, understanding computer fundamentals, etc. Certain situations indicate that different traditional and modern methods should be utilized by the students to ensure that their skills concerning the use of digital technology should be promoted.
Research Aim: To evaluate and analyse the significance of digital skills for students in academics.
Research Objectives: 
1. To explore the benefits of digital skills which the students can get in their academics.
2. To focus on determining the various ways through which digital skills in academics can be improved by the students.
3. To identify whether digital skills are enhancing the learning and development of the students in their academics.
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[bookmark: _Toc130820804]2. Research design
[bookmark: _Toc107777507][bookmark: _Toc130820805]2.1 Research Question
The research work has been prepared to ensure that proper answers are provided to the research questions (Ben Youssef, et al., 2022). The Research question mainly emphasizes providing a proper understanding of the research work to determine the impact of the topic. A list of research questions has been explained as follows.
1. What are some of the benefits of digital skills which students can get in their academics?
2. What are some of the ways through which digital skills in academics can be improved by students?
3. Does digital skills enhance the learning and development of the students in their academics?
[bookmark: _Toc107777508][bookmark: _Toc130820806]2.2 Method
Research philosophy: There are different types of research philosophies such as realism research philosophy, pragmatism research philosophy, positivism research philosophy, and interpretivism Research philosophy (Correa, et al., 2022). The research philosophy which has been utilized in preparing the research work is positivism philosophy. This philosophy has been selected because it provides an effective evaluation of all the data which are collected. Moreover, the relationship prevailing among the various variables can be easily evaluated with the help of this particular research philosophy.
Research approach: There are different types of research approaches namely inductive research approach, abductive research approach, and deductive research approach (Hendren, et al., 2022). The deductive research approach has been utilized for this research work. This particular research approach has been selected because it is very much suitable for the topic and it reduces the chances of risk. This particular research approach helps in ensuring that effective interpretation of the data takes place to provide accurate results.
Research Design: There are different types of research designs such as explanatory, experimental, and descriptive research designs (Hietajärvi, et al., 2022). The descriptive form of Research Design has been selected for this research work since it helps in providing an effective description of all the data and information. The use of the descriptive form of Research Design ensures that all the information relating to the topic is illustrated most easily and effectively (Karpiński, et al., 2023).
Data collection and analysis: The mixed Data Collection approach has been utilized for collecting primary data as well as secondary data. The primary data has been collected by organising a survey and the secondary data has been collected by analyzing the articles, journals, magazines, and newspapers.
Sample size and sampling strategy: The sample size of the survey is 10 participants. The participants are students coming from different universities in the UK. This sampling strategy involves the use of a random sampling technique (Lê and Schmid, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc107777509][bookmark: _Toc130820807]2.3 Ethical Considerations
The research work has ensured that all the ethical standards and code of conduct are properly followed while preparing the research work. The principle of honesty and integrity as well as the principle of transparency has properly complied with during the preparation of the research work. The research work ensures that all the information of the participants who have taken part in the survey is properly protected. This ensures a high level of confidentiality of the information and data of the participants (Leogrande, 2022). All the information which has been collected in the research work is highly accurate and reliable. This is evident from the fact that a high level of referencing has been used to ensure that proper acknowledgment is provided to the authors for taking help from their research work.
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[bookmark: _Toc107945977][bookmark: _Toc111402191][bookmark: _Toc112270535]Primary Data – Survey: The sample size of the survey is 10. The participants of the survey are students of several universities in the UK.
[bookmark: _Hlk107944590]Qs 1. What is the importance of digital skills in academics for students? 
· Effectiveness in the learning process.
· Development of problem-solving skills.
· Easy understanding of the subject.
· Sharing information becomes easy.
	Options 
	Responses received
	Total number of participants
	Participants percentage

	[bookmark: _Hlk99470999]Effectiveness in the learning process.
	3
	10
	30

	Development of problem-solving skills.
	3
	10
	30

	Easy understanding of the subject.
	2
	10
	20

	Sharing information becomes easy.
	2
	10
	20




Figure 1:Importance of digital skills in academics for students
Source:(SurveyMonkey)
Qs 2. What are the ways in which digital skills in academics can be improved? 
· Develop an understanding of the internet.
· Gather digital knowledge.
· Learn the use of digital devices.
· Gaining information through e-library.
	Options 
	Responses received
	Total number of participants
	Participants percentage

	Develop an understanding of the internet.
	4
	10
	40

	Gather digital knowledge.
	2
	10
	20

	Learn the use of digital devices.
	1
	10
	10

	Gaining information through e-library.
	3
	10
	30




Figure 2: Ways in which digital skills in academics can be improved
Source: :(Surveymonkey)
Qs 3. Are digital skills enhancing the learning and development of students in their academics? 
· Yes.
· No.
· Both of the above.
· None of the above.
	Options 
	Responses received
	Total number of participants
	Participants percentage

	Yes.
	6
	10
	60

	No.
	2
	10
	20

	Both of the above.
	1
	10
	10

	None of the above.
	1
	10
	10




Figure 3: Digital skills enhancing the learning and development of students
Source: :(SurveyMonkey)
Secondary Data: Digital skills refer to the ability of an individual to evaluate, share, create, use, and find content using digital devices such as smartphones and computers (Marzouki, et al., 2022). There are a large number of digital skills that should be present among the students to ensure that they get good grades on their assignments. There are a large number of benefits of digital skills that students can get in their academics. It is essential to determine the various ways through which digital skills in academics can be improved by students.
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[bookmark: _Toc130820809]4. Discussion
Discussions about the findings of the primary data: The primary data are those data that are collected directly from the field of inquiry. These data are highly accurate and reliable. A proper analysis of the findings of the primary data can be evaluated as follows.
1. It has been evaluated that digital skills are highly important for students in their academic life (pdfdrive.com., 2020). According to the results of the survey, it has been determined that there are 30% of the participants think that effectiveness in the learning process can be enhanced as a result of the significance of digital skills. On the other hand, there are 30% of the participants believe that the major importance of digital skills in academics is the development of the problem-solving skills of the students. Approximately 20% of the respondents to the survey think that an easy understanding of the subject becomes possible when the students applied digital skills in academics (Ren, et al., 2022). The remaining 20% of the participants have a view that sharing information becomes easier for the students when their digital skills of the students enhance.
2. There are a large number of ways in which students can focus on improving their digital skills. The results of the survey indicate the following assumptions and findings. It is believed that there are 40% of the response to the survey which has identified that developing an understanding of the internet helps in enhancing digital skills (Saib, et al., 2022). On the other hand, gathering digital information is an essential digital skill in academics that can be improved as agreed by 20% of the participants of the survey. The survey indicates that there are 10% of the participants have determined that learning the use of digital devices is a major way through which digital skills can be improved by students. The remaining 10% of the participants have put forward the viewpoint towards the fact that gaining information through the use of an e-library is also one of the significances of enhancing digital skills (Wan, 2022).
3. Certain diplomatic viewpoints have been identified concerning whether digital skills are enhancing the learning and development process of students. There are 60% of the respondents obtained from the survey who have believed that digit skills are a major way for enhancing the learning and development process of students. However, 20% of the participants disagree with this opinion and they do not believe that the learning and development of the students can be improved with the help of digital skills. There are 10% of the participants believe that sometimes digital skills may enhance the learning and development process of the students and sometimes it may not (Ben Youssef, et al., 2022).
Discussions about the findings of the secondary data: The secondary data are the processed data and are also known as the refined form of the primary data. A proper analysis of the findings of the secondary data can be evaluated as follows. There are a large number of benefits that can be achieved by students as a result of good digital skills. Digital skills provide certain benefits which are effective in the learning process, development of problem-solving ability, easy understanding of the subject, and sharing of information easily (Correa, et al., 2022). Moreover, the presence of digital skills not only helps the students to enhance their level of efficiency and productivity but also focuses the students to achieve good rates in their academics. Certain situations indicate that different traditional and modern methods should be utilized by the students to ensure that their skills concerning the use of digital technology should be promoted. There are different types of ways in which digital skills can be improved (Martzoukou, et al., 2022). These are by developing an understanding of the internet, gathering digital knowledge, using digital devices, and gaining information through e-library.  However, it is identified that there are a large number of situations that have determined that digital skills have helped in enhancing the learning and development process of students to a greater extent (Karpiński, et al., 2023). The benefits of digital skills indicate that the students are required to ensure that they have a good level of understanding relating to the use of various digital platforms and devices. This makes the learning and development process much smoother for individual students. 
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[bookmark: _Toc130820810]5. Conclusion
It can be easily concluded that digital skills are a set of essential skills that helps in determining the level of knowledge prevailing among students regarding the use of different digital techniques and digital devices. A large situation of digitalization has been identified which has ensured that students should have a high level of digital skills to improve the learning and development process. There are a large number of benefits that can be achieved by students as a result of good digital skills. Digital skills provide certain benefits which are effective in the learning process, development of problem-solving ability, easy understanding of the subject, and sharing of information easily. There are different types of ways in which digital skills can be improved. These are by developing an understanding of the internet, gathering digital knowledge, using digital devices, and gaining information through e-library. However, it is identified that there are a large number of situations that have determined that digital skills have helped in enhancing the learning and development process of students to a greater extent.
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Survey Questionnaire
	Qs 1. What is the importance of digital skills in academics for students? 
Qs 2. What are the ways in which digital skills in academics can be improved? 
Qs 3. Are digital skills enhancing the learning and development of students in their academics? 




Sales	
Yes.	No.	Both of the above.	None of the above.	6	2	1	1	

Sales	
Effectiveness in the learning process.	Development of problem-solving skills.	Easy understanding of the subject.	Sharing information becomes easy.	3	3	2	2	

Sales	
Develop the understanding about internet.	Gather digital knowledge.	Learn the use of digital devices.	Gaining information through e library.	4	2	1	3	

