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This supporting paper will look at the key issues of the case study of family E and the approach that was taken by the group in the delivery of the presentation. Family E consisted of a father, mother and two young boys of school age. One boy was in primary school and one in secondary school. The family was referred by the Anti-Social Behaviour Team and the Neighbourhood Services were involved in managing the family’s rent arrears. Both the boys were living with their mother. The issues that were identified with the family were domestic violence, verbal and emotional abuse of both the children by their father. The boys non-attendance at their school and also their anti-social behaviour problem. The mother had alcoholism issues. After completing the assessment many issues were identified for the family that needed to be tackled and they were improving family relationship and the family’s general health. Help the mother with her alcohol problem and the domestic violence between the mother and her new partner. Bereavement counselling for the mother due to court ordering the boys to be placed in fathers care which was out of the borough. There were many agencies involved to help and support the family including The Youth Offending Team, Neighbourhood Services, Children’s Services, The Youth Inclusion and Support Team, Anti-Social Behaviour Team, Substance Misuse Engagement Team and Health Services.
There are many policies and legislations to protect and safeguard children, young people and families which are, children’s Act 1989, UNCRC 1989 Act, Care Act 2014, Human Rights Act 1998.
The main reasons why the family and the children were in position of vulnerability were because there were financial issues as they had rent arrears, there was domestic violence and also abuse of children by their father. The mother had alcohol problem and the family was broken as the parents lived apart. The boys had ant-social behaviour problems and non-attendance at school which can have severe affect in their education. These factors means there are issues with this family that might not be seen in an average family. Poverty is the major issue in families and parents income and educational qualifications have major influence to children’s learning and emotional wellbeing(Hartas 2014). Children that are born into poverty are more likely to have health and mental problems and poverty puts strain on families, which leads to parents break-up, financial problems and alcoholism(Crane&Heaton 2008). Domestic violence is mental and physical abuse towards a partner and children in these families have mental health issues and it tends to effect their education(Mullender&Mullender 2002). Children that witness domestic abuse between parents is child abuse. Child abuse is when a adult or child intentionally harms a child and it can be physical, sexual or emotional (NSPCC 2021). The mother had alcohol problems and having alcoholic parents can have big impact on a child and can carry over to adulthood, causing them mental stress(King 2016).
In the UK, there are many acts and policies designed to protect and safeguard children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. These abuse can be physical, mental, emotional and sexual. Agencies and local authorities use these policies to identify issues within families and protect the victims involved. The Children Act 1989 gives every child the protection from abuse and exploitation and the right to safeguard their welfare(GOV.UK 2021). The act manages the local authorities, courts, parents and other agencies in the UK to safeguard children. The Human Rights Act 1998 gives the right to life and right to respect for private and family life. Everyone must be treated equally with fairness, dignity and respect, regardless of their age, sex or religion(Citizens advice 2021). The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) came into law in the UK in 1990 and it gives right to every child under 18 years of age. It consists of 54 articles and it sets out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities(UNICEF 2021).
There were many agencies involved with the family when it became clear that they needed help with various issues. The family became the subject of assessment by these agencies when the boys stopped attending school and started having ant-social behaviour problems. The mothers alcohol problem was affecting the family life of the children and they were verbally and emotionally abused by their father. The Youth Offending Team help young people to stay away from crime and help when they are in trouble with the law, arrested  or taken to court (GOV.UK 2021). The Children’s Services support and protect vulnerable children and provide their families with extra help with parenting(NSPCC 2021). They will step in when they think children are at risk of harm and will take steps to keep them safe. The Ant-Social Behaviour Team deal with behaviour problems of children and they deal with drugs and alcohol misuse. The Health Services were also involved as they protect and improve health of individuals and families, and the assessment identified that the family’s general health needed to be improved.
The children were placed in the fathers care by the order of the court which was out of the borough, which affected the mother and due to this , the mother needed bereavement counselling. It was a wrong decision to place the children in their fathers care as they have suffered verbal and emotional abuse from him before. The children maybe would’ve been better off being with a foster family, rather than their abusive father.
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