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ANSWER ONE QUESTION OUT OF FIVE


1. To have an affair with the king’s wife was high treason in the later middle ages. But to what extent do you think the strength and faithfulness of Lancelot’s love for Guinevere can be understood to override the legal categories of both adultery and treason in Malory’s version of ‘The Knight of the Cart’?

2. To what extent and in what ways can our knowledge of the probable author of Le Morte Darthur affect or inform our interpretation of the literary work itself and our understanding of the author’s intention in writing it? You should make reference in your answer to Malory’s version of ‘The Knight of the Cart’.

3. In Chaucer’s ‘Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale’, the Pardoner says, ‘But sires, o word forgat I in my tale’ (l. 919); he then proceeds to offer the pilgrims the relics and pardons he has already declared to be spurious. In your considered view, why does the Pardoner do this?

4. Analyse the techniques of satire in ‘The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale’.

5. To what extent do you think the annual performance of The Second Shepherds’ Pageant at Whitsuntide or Corpus Christi suggests that in the later middle ages the observance of holy days was not incompatible with irreverent comedy?
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