1903637                                              Word Count:2,422                                                                   EAEE6002
Children with Additional Learning Needs –

A) Early intervention is important to children and young people especially those with Additional Learning Needs, Welsh Government (2018) believes that interventions at a young age sets them up for a flying start in life, likewise those individuals with additional needs require early interventions to ensure they are supported effectively, with the appropriate plans in place, this being planned can potentially prevent such intense support being needed as the child grows and gets older.
According to NHS (2019) they state that Down’s Syndrome is a diagnosis a child has usually during pregnancy or latest at birth, Down’s syndrome is when a child is born with an additional chromosome coming from the change from the sperm or egg during pregnancy. Within Wales parental screening takes place at the earliest stages of pregnancy, blood tests and ultrasound once past 14 weeks and can take place until 20 weeks to check for the risk of Down’s Syndrome. Following, without the family even realising they are then receiving the earliest of developmental interventions before the child is even born. (Down’s Syndrome Association, 2014) 
Within Wales there is offered support for children and families living with Downs Syndrome, Downs Syndrome Association (2021) provide information services, be spoke training, respond to policy consultation and are happy to help and support families with Down Syndrome across Wales.
When looking at a child with a diagnosis of Down’s Syndrome Blackburn (2016) additionally suggests that it is important to receive early intervention within their early stages of the child’s life as she believes it helps to aid children’s development significantly. Likewise, National Down Syndrome Society (2021) supports this stance and says that intervention at young age can help to prevent children with Downs Syndrome from missing out on those important milestones which they may find themselves being delayed within, as they suggest that children develop rapidly in all areas of development and ensuring that they receive early intervention helps to lay the foundations for future development in later life. As stated by Sacks and Buckley (2003) children with Down’s syndrome will find it challenging to hit milestones at the “expected” norm age finding that they would more often or not be delayed reaching the early motor skills. However, every individual child is different so ensuring the help and support is being provided to them from the start is important to their development and future progression. Furthermore, The Early Learning Institute (2016) stress that is additionally as important to have the families on board to receive the early intervention support available to them, when looking at a family with a Down’s Syndrome child early intervention should be planned and in place ready for when the family/ child is ready and in need of receiving it, likewise this is said to make the intervention smooth and more effective. 
Additionally, as stated by UNICEF (No Date a) within the UNCRC under article 23 it states that any individual child with a disability has the right to live a fulfilling and dignified life, with as much independence they can have by ensuring they are given the chance to play an active role within their community. Furthermore, it states that governments and legislations should fully reflect and support this.
[bookmark: _Hlk73624257]Conversely, NSPCC (2021) stressed that if a child with Down’s Syndrome does not receive early intervention within the early stages of their lives, they say that the individual may always struggle and find it challenging to reach their full potential. It is also shown that early intervention helps improve children’s health and wellbeing, enabling them to perform better and builds their confidence. Furthermore, as referenced within the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of Persons with Disability (2021) under article 7 it states that children with disabilities should receive equal opportunities to all other children, parties ensuring that they take additional measures to make sure that their basic needs are met for the best interest of the child.
According to Membride (2016) they state that 10% of children with Additional Learning Needs, Downs Syndrome suffer with mental health, so it is suggested that early intervention is key to helping and supporting children and their families to live a happy lifestyle where they thrive. Furthermore, as referenced by UNICEF (No Date b) within article 3 it states that you should always have the best interests of the child / young person at the heart of any decision you are making for or with them, or anything that results in having any effect on the individual or their life.
In addition, it is stated by The Children Act 1989 (Legislation, No Date) that it is a child’s human right to be treated as an individual regardless of their disability. Likewise, promoting children with disabilities to be integrated into mainstream settings is also stated within the Act. Likewise, as stated within the UNCRC UNICEF (No Date c) under article 2 it states that no individual should be discriminated against for having a disability or being different and unique.
Research shows that there are both positives and negatives to early intervention as stated by Early Intervention Foundation (2020) They believe that early intervention is important and say that failure to intervene at a young age has a negative impact on the child’s holistic wellbeing and happiness. However, on the other hand Bartleby Research (2021) suggests that intervening at such a young age can have a negative impact on a child’s behaviour as they have never had the time to explore and be independent with their own feelings and thoughts. Likewise, the UNCRC supports this stance as they state under Article 13 UNICEF (No Date d) they stress the importance of allowing children to have the right to be independent within their thoughts and feelings expressing their opinions if it is within the law.




















B) The medical model of disability always looks at what the child cannot do for example as stated by Devon County Council (No Date) they say that the medical model supports somebody where in which an illness or disability results in them having a physical condition, this would be something that could have an effect or reduce the child’s quality of life or causes obvious disadvantages to the child/young person. Likewise, The Alliance for Inclusive Education (2021) referenced that children were identified as being disabled by their impairments for example Blindness/Autism/ADHD, additionally saying if these impairments are under control the stigma around “Disabled People” goes away. 
The first barrier to look at is the medical model of disability where Crissman et al (2006) suggest that people and young people with Downs Syndrome find containing and processing sound and information difficult, finding listening, processing, and understanding sounds a challenge. Additionally, this makes understanding auditory information and grammar almost impossible for them. This leads to many barriers to the child and young person, as referenced by Downs Syndrome Association (2021) they say that children with Downs Syndrome have a reduced concentration span compared to their class peers within their setting, they additionally state that this becomes more apparent within the earliest learning stages of a child’s life, following on by saying that they also find using more than one sense at a time a challenge.
Additionally, a child with Down’s Syndrome will have an additional learning disability as every individual with Downs Syndrome will have some degree of learning difficulty. However, this may be mild or severe depending on the individual need and ability (MenCap, No Date). This may then escalate to many barriers for the child, as stated by NHS (2019) they suggest that the learning difficulty could influence the child reaching their age-related milestones and knock their overall confidence, but every child will require individual support to support their needs and encourage their own pace of learning and development. Likewise, they state that praising the child and talking calm to them is a positive way to support.
Furthermore, along with Downs Syndrome is found many health problems attached, the medical model of disability will refer to this, Likewise Downs Syndrome (2017) suggest that these could be complications with the child with Downs Syndrome struggling with their hearing and sight whereas others could have complication with their heart. Following, this has an impact on the child’s holistic living and development as they face many challenges however, as stated by Down Syndrome Association (2021) they suggest that with the correct early intervention put into place, positive relationships with friends and families and having an effective education and support group can help to support the child to live a life they choose and to be happy and healthy. Raisingchildrennet (2021) additionally agree with this stance and state that early intervention guides children in the right direction while supporting the families to ensure Downs Syndrome children grow up to lead productive lives. Stated by Children’s Commissioner (2021) Ensuring this is carried out will leave the child feeling happy, content and as if they have a place within society which enables them the feeling of stability and routine which is also important and has a positive effect on their learning and development. 
Whereas as stated by The Foundation for people with Learning Difficulties (2021) The social model of Disability is what suggests that a child is disabled and not their medical condition or impairment, but what society views them as. Furthermore, Scope (No Date) additionally suggest that attitudes towards serotypes and prejudice can have an impact on disabled people and say it is important to have equal opportunities and a fair life, be able to make independent decisions for themselves, have an education and many other simple life tasks. 
The social model of disability supporting children with Downs Syndrome is becoming a benefit and support to the child and family, Down Syndrome Ireland (2021) states that after evidence being realised that no childcare provider can refuse a child with Downs Syndrome due to lack of resources or training or due to a child looking and being “different” to other individuals. This would have many benefits to the individual child and their family as a parent being able to access main steam education for their child is important as the individual is being supported within an inclusive environment where they have a voice, as stated by UNICEF (No Date e) within the UNCRC under article 12 it states that all children have the right to express their feelings, thoughts and needs and have their voice heard in matters involving themselves. Furthermore, Lynne Kendall (2019) states that children receiving early intervention has an effective link to children being supported within mainstream settings as they have had plans in place from an early age. Likewise, Jain, Thomasma & Ragas (2002) suggest that parents and practitioners should both try to encourage social and community integration for children living with Downs Syndrome from a young age, additionally by liaising with the Downs Syndrome Association to promote activities to raise public awareness within school settings and outside community. 



























[bookmark: _Hlk74249495]C) As stated by Council for Disabled Children (2015) they say that when referring to a child with Downs Syndrome within an early year setting, they would begin by identifying whether the child is entitled to one-to-one adult support due to their diagnosis and complex additional needs that come with their condition. Stated by National Fostering Group (2019) they say that a child with Downs Syndrome would be supported with a multiple of different skills and techniques. However, found by Mahoney, G et al (2006) they suggest this would all depend on what early intervention the child had already received and how specific and challenging the individual child’s needs were. For example, as stated by Jisc (No Date) they believe the role of an additional adult support would be to support the child in everyday practice to enable them to participate within all areas of provision and activities within the setting, giving the child a wide range of opportunities. Critiquing this, it is important that the additional adult supports understands the importance and can step back and allow the child the independence when they feel it is necessary, supported by the UNCRC UNICEF (No Date f) under article 31 it states that all children should have the right to relax, play and leisure, taking part in activities of their individual wishes.
[bookmark: _Hlk74254083][bookmark: _Hlk74252969]Lorenz (1999) and Enquire (No Date) both suggest that it would be the additional adult support who would be the person to ensure that all areas of provision and setting is appropriate for the child’s identified needs, bringing to senior managers attention if it was to be anything that was not suitable for the child or a danger to them in and around the setting. Additionally, as stated by Croner-I (2021) they say that the supporting practitioner would also be the person who would attend any meeting regarding the child’s development, likewise as stated by Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2021) they believe that it is of high importance to be liaising with the child’s outside agencies, discussing any ways forward, gathering all relevant information to ensure their development is continuous and if not putting together activities/ strategies to help and support the child’s individual needs to reach their potential. Additionally, Department of Education (2017) believe it is important that practitioners are liaising and working in partnership with the parents to ensure they are on board and supporting the child likewise to the setting and ensuring the child’s needs are supported and met. However, as stated by Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2007) there becomes a barrier when parents may not want to be on board and interact regarding their children’s difficulties which leads to having a negative effect on the child’s holistic needs and development. Another role of the additional adult support would be to support the child when transitioning from one setting to another, for example from prenursery to school, Oxfordshire County Council (2017) state that this is important to the child and future setting as transition is a big part of a child’s life and especially for a child who has had a supporting practitioner and built positive attachments. Likewise, both Curtain and Phemister (1985) and Early Education (No Date) say it is important and inevitable that the supporting practitioner carriers out this transition as the child is familiar with the adult and will see them as a comfort. However, it is found by Atkinson. S, J (2020) that children with special educational needs find transitioning more of a challenge however they say that practitioners’ expectations and attitudes play an importance during this changing time for the child and family.
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