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Introduction

Propaganda has been used throughout history to influence and manipulate an audience and to further an agenda. The producers of propaganda often do this by choosing selective facts and using language or imagery to evoke an emotional response, rather than a rational one(Manzaria, J. 2006).

During world war two both the allied forces and the axis powers heavily used propaganda in different and in similar ways. Because of this I believe it could be very interesting to show an exhibition that reflects on propaganda used during the 20th century to now. 

With my five themes showing different times propaganda posters/images was used I believe the audience will be able to reflect on them and see how much of a powerful tool it can be to influence an entire nation.

These are the five different times I’m choosing to use in my exhibition:

Pre ww2 to war Nazi Germany

UK WW2 

DPRK Kim Il Sung 

Cold War

Modern Day 

I’m choosing these five different times because I believe they are different enough from each other to stand alone while also having underlying similarities in it’s themes. Propaganda has been used over and over again in history and I believe it’s important to look deeper into this and recognise it when we come across it in our daily lives.

















Curation and Commentary

Nazi Germany

World War 2 didn’t come from nowhere, in the years leading up to the war  Hitler established a ministry dedicated to propaganda. It’s aim was to ensure the nazi message was communicated through all mediums in the country. A recurring theme in Nazi pre war propaganda was that Hitler was a man of peace and he was the german peoples saviour it was also the start of setting a creating Jewish people as the enemy of the german people.

In his book Mein Kampf Hitler dedicated three chapters on propaganda in one section stating “it must be limited to a very few points and must harp on these in slogans until the last member of the public understands what you want him to understand by your slogan”(Hitler, A. 1926). Looking at archives and the ones I have curated it definitely shows that such examples as fig 1 (one race, one reich, one fuhrer) and fig 2 (hitler builds).

I have cultivated these 15 specifically because I believe these best represent the themes that the nazis wanted to push.
[image: ][image: ][image: ]











Figure 3
Figure 2

Figure 1

[image: ]
[image: ][image: ]











Figure 4
Figure 5
Figure 6

[image: ][image: ][image: ]












Figure 9
Figure 7
Figure 8



[image: ][image: ][image: ]













Figure 10
Figure 11

Figure 12


[image: ][image: ][image: ]















Figure 13
Figure 15

Figure 14

UK WW2

The after Britain went to war they reformed the ministry of information. The ministry dealt with producing propaganda for foreign countries that were neutral and enemy occupied countries(Rhodes. 1976). They also dealt with the british public producing posters like fig 25. Majority of the posters that were disrupted in Britain was to generate support for the war especially during the “phoney war” period. Soon most of the posters were to support reusing materials, boosting moral overseas and in the homefront.

During the blitz posters starting to be produce to give tips to the general public when maneuvering at night. Around this time a lot of injuries were happening when people were crossing roads there was a  big campaign was to get the public to wear something bright at night to avoid being hit by cars. In the war more and more campaigns started around keeping what you know to yourself, this was started in response to Nazi spies in Britain. 

I believe these 15 poster best represent the overall themes the british ministry of information were conveying at the time. [image: ][image: ]
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Kim Il Sung 

Kim Il Sung was the first ruler of North Korea and as that happened quickly did a cult of personality around him beginning as early as 1949 (Sommerlad, J. 2018.). The cult of personality surrounding Kim il Sung was the most widespread among the people of North Korea. Across the country there are many murals dedicated to the dictator (Tertitskiy, F. 2018) with most  of them showing him as a saviour, center of attention of his people. 

A lot of effort has gone into developing Kim Il Sung's cult of personality though lying about his rise to power to killing those who question it. Even after his death he is still portrayed as a god. 

Although this is different compared to the other types of propaganda I have cultivated I thought it would be interesting to look at propaganda from a different perspective like this case where idea is to build Kim Il Sung into a god like figure. Stalin and Hitler also had cult of personality built around them but no one has had it to the extreme extent Kim Il Sung has.
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Cold War 

The majority of the western world countries decommissioned their propaganda machines post 1949. Despite of this propaganda against the USSR and communism was still widespread and common to find around the world through literature, comic books and film.  On the other side the USSR was still publishing propaganda for its people usually to show a strong nation, boasting their space program and discredicing democracy and capitalism. Most of the western propaganda was to exploit fears like the poster that states “this is tomorrow” showing a country in chaos under communism. But like the USSR there were public posters also boasting about the space race particular after the US landed the first man on the moon. During this time both the USA and USSR were in a arms and space race to beat the other and show to the world which system is best(Godwin, M. 2006). 
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Modern Day 

Modern day propaganda isn’t as obvious as it once used to be. Nowadays your friends on facebook are more likely to distribute propaganda than governments(Leetaru, K. 2019). This was prominent during the Brexit EU referendum, pre referendum the £350 million a week bus was widely shared on social media to gather support. With the uncertainty of brexit there are still countless facebook pages dedicated to pushing these images to the public. There are still government propaganda being produced, like “every leak makes us weak” a poster that’s similar to the old WW2 slogan “Loose lips sinks the ships” was made to combat the amount of leaks coming from the white house. Although modern day propaganda is harder to detect it’s still very rampant and all around us in our daily life.
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Space, Structure and Floor plan[image: ]


The Buzludzha was built in 1981 by the Communist Party in Bulgaria. The aim of building was to impress, inspire and intimidate and to show the strength of the communist party. The building itself is essentially propaganda at the time reminding everyone of the firm grip the soviet union had over its people. The building was used as a museum but also as a venue for events by the Communist party. Entry was free into the building and but because of demand the public had to book in advance. The building became unused in 1989 after the Communist Party was dismantled (Morten, R. F. 2018). 

Because of the intent of the building and it’s circular hall this is the best place to put an exhibition on propaganda. 
[image: ]
The Hall is already split into sections through four sets of stairs and one section entrance. The entrance is the modern section of the gallery, to the left Nazi Germany and so on. The idea is for the audience to pass through the modern era into the past and look at the exhibition from a third person point of view. After first being exposed to modern day propaganda the audience should be able to make the connections from now to the past and see how much power propaganda can have in pre war time and war time. 

Each of the different times will be separated by blank walls. Specifically blank walls because I want clear separation between each different times but also because when the audience is entering the exhibition all they being exposed to initially is the modern day propaganda. The walls will roughly 17 meters in length stopping directly under the USSR symbol on the ceiling. [image: Image result for buzludzha bulgaria]Figure 58


Modern day propaganda will be directly facing the audience as they walk up the stairs to the hall. This is the same reason as before I want them to walk though what they already know and then explore the other sides of propaganda. All of the posters and images will be printed on A1 paper due to the size of the hall with each of the images on stands facing separate directions. I’m hoping this will incentivise the audience to step into the section and explore around it looking at the pieces. There won’t be a definitive structure to the way it’s laid out. As Long as there is enough space to walk around each piece but each of the times will have one piece facing the middle apart from the modern day period this is so the audience know what it is straight away and can choose which one to explore first. For the nazi period it will be figure one, Britain WW2 will be figure 25, Kim il Sung will be figure 33, cold war will be figure 52. I believe overall these best single images define what that era of propaganda was about. [image: Image result for buzludzha bulgaria]Figure 59
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