Recently, a bill has been passed to help clean up specific aspects of the environment. The environmental act 2021 and has set an improved legal framework on the main areas that negatively impact the environment. The act also sets targets for these areas as well as putting environmental protection into law to help meet these targets. (Local Government Association, 2022)
[bookmark: _Int_Zdxw66MM]When looking at air quality, the environmental act 2021 legally forces the government to create and implement at least two new air quality targets. These targets are “Annual Mean Concentration Target ('concentration target') - a maximum concentration of 10µg/m3 to be met across England by 2040” and “Population Exposure Reduction Target ('exposure target') - a 35% reduction in population exposure by 2040 (compared to a base year of 2018).” (Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs, N.D) In order to meet these targets, the parliament is revising the Fitness Check of the Ambient Air Quality Directives to match air quality standards with those of the targets. This will help the government put in more legislations that will aid in reaching these targets. (Smith & Bolton, 2022) The government also implemented a target to half the number of people living where the world health organisation (WHO) deem has unfit air quality. Although this target is aiming more towards the health impacts, it is done by reducing the amount of carbon being emitted. The government is planning to ban the sale of diesel and petrol cars and vans by 2040, which will benefit the environment around high traffic areas. The UK is also introducing a new legislation that will prohibit the sale of most polluting fuels, as well as ensuring the most efficient stoves and ovens are available and affordable. This will greatly reduce the amount of greenhouse gasses that are released in the upcoming years as houses develop overtime. As the oven and stove is more efficient, the personal carbon footprint will decrease. This also relates to how the government are supporting farmers to update their equipment in order to reduce ammonia emissions, as agriculture causes 88% of ammonia emissions. (GOV.UK, 2019) 
When it comes to water quality, the main aim is to achieve a good ecosystem within 75% of water bodies by 2027. This will mainly be done by dealing with water pollution at the source and be assessed periodically to check for improvement. (Defra Press Office, 2022) In order to hit this target, the UK is planning to upgrade the wastewater treatment by 2030 to prevent the amount of sewage that gets pumped into the oceans during a storm/high rainfall as well as create nutrient neutrality. The UK is also investing in projects that help rebuild wetlands. Rebuilding wetlands helps with water pollution as they remove pollutants from the water as it passes through. (GOV.UK, 2022) Water companies across the UK are investing £7.1 billion, between 2020 and 2025, to reduce water pollution and improve the environment. A high percentage of this is going to be invested in storm overflow equipment with protected sites having a higher priority. As water pollution is such a big problem, the environment agency needs to be very strict with following the guidelines. Since 2015, 48 prosecutions have been filed against water companies that have broken their permits or guidelines. (Defra Press Office, 2022) In England specifically, they are trying to phase out the use of phosphates in cleaning products as phosphates are very high pollutants to water ways. They are also working with farmers to introduce more environmentally friendly farming practises to reduce the amount of nutrients that enter the rivers. Finally, they are also looking at changing the physical layout of the river where it is causing problems. This could also lead to more problems as the river will want to flow in the natural direction, this leads to a higher amount of weathering on one side of the river. (HM Government, 2008) 
When looking at waste management, and recycling in particular, the act states that the producers will need to pay the full cost of managing specific materials at end of life. This is done to try and push the producers to have a more sustainable use of resources. A deposit return theme could also be a possible way of getting customers to recycle directly through a reliable recycler. The act also includes revisions on how local authorities deal with littering and fly tipping. This will have great benefits on the local environment but as well as the economy, where a high amount of money is being spent on the clean-up of this litter. (Local Government Association, 2022) Another way the government can improve waste management is by investing in more recycling plants, as well as updating legislations on what is classed as over packaging which leads to more waste. This will not only reduce the amount of waste within packaging, but it could also entice other countries to adopt this legislation. (Southey, 2022) 
[bookmark: _Int_ycK7qoEJ]To try and increase biodiversity in England, all new planning permissions must deliver at least a 10% increase in biodiversity in the surrounding area. This will have really good long term affects as there will be a constant increase in biodiversity in more densely populated areas. This also brings a stronger obligation for public bodies to increase biodiversity as much as they can. Local authorities also have a new and improved biodiversity reporting system. (Planning Advisory services, 2021) The UK government is pledging around £30 million to support the “30 by 30” target which aims to protect at least 30% of the world's ocean habitat by 2030. This investment is also going towards unsuitable fishing and farming practises. This will help support third world countries develop sustainably, whilst maintaining a steady and traditional way of life. The UK is also funding the restoration of wildlife under threat from climate change and invasive species, not only in the UK. There is a scheme called the Darwin Plus Scheme which plans to aid in over 20 conservation projects across the globe. Some of their main goals are to monitor sea bird populations in South Georgia, reintroduce threatened species to the Falkland Islands, support endangered turtles on the Cayman Islands, and to measure the impact of whales on krill populations. Not only will this aid the animals that are directly being supported, but also provide more data that can be compared to look for any trends. (GOV.UK, 2022) The UK could also have more initiative to allow areas of land to grow completely wild, having no land management. This would allow a certain area to go back to its natural state and this would greatly increase the biodiversity of that area as it’s the areas natural environment. This can also be done is an area of a garden. If a patch of garden is left to grow wild, this will encourage more animals to live in the “wild” area of your garden as it’s their natural habitat. Another way that an individual person can boost their local biodiversity is by keeping the plants in your garden native. This will attract more bees to pollenate the surrounding area. If there is enough area, a garden should have a small pond to attract more water-based animals. It is also advised to reduce the amount of chemicals that is used outdoors. Pesticides can be swapped with an organic version which doesn’t disrupt the biodiversity of the surrounding area. Finally, many creatures depend on rotting wood to survive but it is often removed. A log pile can be left in a garden to attract these animals as many rotten log piles are quickly removed. It could even be as simple as putting up a bird feeding machine or bat box to attract more species into your local area, anyone can do something about biodiversity. (hammersmith and fulham, 2017) 
In conclusion, the environmental act 2021 will do a lot of good things for the environment, however, the effects of these changes won’t be seen until the future where these plans have had enough time to show their effectiveness. By having targets to reach, this will give the participating parties a timeframe which leads to more productivity. The act will also help companies and businesses adopt a more environmentally friendly approach to their line of work. The act also encourages normal people to be more environmentally friendly with their day-to-day activities and attempt to be more biodiverse when it comes to their household.
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