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Essay One- How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing?
Within the police service there has been many incidents over recent years reporting policing misconduct by officers and staff. These incidents have resulted in some lessons being learned and influenced how we police today. I will be referring to proven misconduct and what has come into place as a result of it. 
Misconduct within policing is described as ‘‘a breach of the police standards of professional behaviour that is so serious as to justify dismissal’’ (GOV.UK, Accessed 10/02/23). There are many types of police misconduct and malpractice. Some of these include but are not limited to (CLAIMEXPERT, Accessed 02/03/2023): 
· Wrongful arrest
· Excessive use of force
· Abuse of power
· Stop and search without reasonable grounds
There are many impacts in which misconduct of police officers have an impact on members of the public, these can include loss of public confidence, loss of trust and negative public perception of the police overall (Learning, D, Accessed 01/04/2023). 
Within England and Wales there is an independent body called independent office for police conduct (IOPC). The role of these is to oversee complaints made. They investigate the more serious matters and set standards to which police should handle complaints. They are independent to the police and government and make their own decisions (WHO WE ARE, Accessed 02/03/2023). This has a large impact on professional policing as the police are now held to account for their actions and are required to act to a required standard. 
An example of misconduct would be where police officers abuse their powers for a sexual purpose. Between 2016 and 2020, there were 643 referrals to the IOPC for abuse of position. (BBC NEWS, Accessed 02/03/2023).
Police forces in England and Wales now have to refer all cases of allegations whereby the allegations refer to the abuse of position for a sexual purpose. The IOPC states that there is now a clearer requirement in law that police forces must refer allegations that someone has abused their position for a sexual purpose or to purse an inappropriate emotional relation. (CORRUPTION AND ABUSE OF POWER, Accessed 02/03/2023). Previously cases such as mentioned could be dealt with by the police force itself whereas now it needs to be referred. By having this law in place, it makes police a more professional service as officers and forces now have to be accountable for their own behaviour and their officers’ behaviours.
My research has identified that in 2021 a report was written by the IOPC which recorded the investigations that they completed and the outcomes of these in relation to making a difference to the police (IOPC impact report, Accessed 01/04/2021). 
Within the report it reports a case study whereby it talks about disproportionality in the use of stop search. It reports that 5 investigations took place into the Metropolitan Police Service involving stop search of black men by them. The report found the legitimacy stop and searches was undermined by poor communication, a lack of understanding about the impact of disproportionality and a number of other factors.
As a result of the investigations by the IOPC they made recommendations and several changes, these included:
· Incorporating live experiences of the minority ethnic people in the initial training of officers. 
· Improving the monitoring of stop and search.
· Implementing a specific policy in handcuffing pre-arrest. 
By implementing these measures and changes it will enable officers to recognise the impacts of stop and searches encounters on the minority ethnic people and better practices available. It will influence how police offices deal with encounters after the recommendations and changes and provide a more professional service to members of public. As the report is published publicly it will also lead to an increased confidence from the public. 
Another high-profile case was the Stephen Lawrence murder enquiry. The incident happened whereby Stephen was stabbed to death by five white men and the suspects were identified by an anonymous person but no arrest were made for two weeks following his death. The Macphersons report was published in 1999 as a result of Stephens death which stated the attempts to catch the Stephens killers was hampered by incompetence and institutional racism by the Metropolitan Police (Stephen Lawrence Murder, Accessed 01/04/2023).
The report highlighted 70 recommendations made to the police and other government bodies (Lawrence, key recommendations, Accessed 01/04/2023). Some of these included, police officers should be trained in racism awareness and valuing cultural diversity, all first aid training for public contact officers should be reviewed and revised so that they have basic skills.
By implementing these changes and recommendations it influences to way in which for example first aid training is provided to front line officers and awareness surrounding racism. By making these changes it then influences how policing is as a whole and creates a more professional service to the public. Police forces are then in turn more aware of previous malpractice and learning is gained from this. Officers who then join the police services following recommendations or changes are then better equipped and knowledgeable to deal with members of the public. This then create a more professional service and increases public confidence and trust within the police. 
Whilst writing this essay there has been a developed understanding of how past instances of malpractice and misconduct has affected how police has changed in modern times. There are a number of examples of previous misconduct which learning has come from and influenced policing as a whole. I have identified a few within the essay which has been identified through my research. 
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Essay Two - How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents
Media coverage within police is widely reported. I will look at how the strategies used by police are affected by media coverage and will make reference to case studies.
Types of public protection incidents that are usually reported and classed as public protection incidents can include managing sexual offenders, dealing with serious offenders, potentially dangerous offenders, child abuse and child sexual exploitation (Identifying, assessing, and managing risk, Accessed 04/05/2023). There are all very often widely reported in the media. 
A major public protection incident that was published in the media was the case of Baby P. Baby P was 17 months of age and lived at his home with his mother and her new boyfriend. He suffered more than 50 injuries and had been visited more than 60 times by authorities in eight months including the police before he later died due to his injuries (Edinburg research explorer, Accessed 04/05/2023.). The report covered the investigation by the police and social services and the failings that led to Baby P’s death. The lack of effective police investigation led to the blame for his death partly put on the police. By the media reporting this in so much detail and the fact that Baby P died whilst in the care of local authorities it led to public outrage.
One of the strategies published by the media is the multi-agency public protection arrangement (MAPPA). These are a set of statutory agreements put in place to assess and manage the risk posed by certain sexual and violent offenders. 
MAPPA are connected by joint services including police, probation and prisons services and they all help manage offenders. As part of the media coverage, statistics and information is posted which is easily accessible to the public. For example, research has shown that the number of category one offenders increases annually and currently standing at 64,325 on March 2021. An increase of 3 percent from the previous year (Multi-agency public protection arrangements, Accessed 04/05/2023). Although it is good for general public to have awareness of this, by the media publishing it, it may increase anxiety and worry amongst the public.
A report was published in January 2013 where another high-profile case that was widely reported in the media was the investigation into the sexual abuse allegations made particularly against Jimmy Savile. In 2012 a police strategy was put in place called Operation YEWTREE. Operation YEWTREE was launched following a broadcast by the media which identified accounts from 5 different women who stated that they had been sexually abused by Jimmy Savile. Following this a number of victims came forward to report that they had also been sexually assaulted. 
The report identified that investigations were being carries out by five different forces and hundreds of victims came forward but most of the allegations came to a head as there was lack of evidence. The report also indicated that some victims were not believed in the first instance and therefore the investigations had to be re-investigated (In the matter of late Jimmy Savile report, Accessed, 08/05/2023). Again, with this being in the media, it leaves a lack of trust in the police and plays a massive part in any future victims wishing to come forward and report incidents to the police. 
Media coverage can be very helpful when it comes to any incidents and in particular public protection incidents such as serious and organised crime. Research has found that there is an effective use of media in order to assist with crime prevention strategies. Contained within the strategy there is the media strategy. There are a number of purposes of this, some of these include using media coverage to acquire information, to provide the public with accurate information about the offences carried out and the police response, to minimise the unnecessary community concern over fear of crime and to disseminate relevant crime prevention advice (The effective use of media, Accessed 08/05/2023). These are just a few.  
By having this strategy in place, it has a positive impact on the community and decreased the level of worry and anxiety within the community. It also helps to gather information about crimes and individuals taking part in crime and in turn leads to better overall outcomes. Also, by providing the correct information to members of the local community it will allow for members of the community to not assume facts and create that community tension that is not necessarily needed.
The other benefits of media coverage are that it can be used to identify offenders and locate their persons, appeal for witnesses who may have been present at the scene of an incident and be able to provide valuable information and reassuring the community, especially those members of public who are the most vulnerable. It is most important that media coverage has the right balance of reassuring the community, locating a suspect whilst warning the public of the dangers that the offender poses to them. Media coverage can also provide preventative measure and safety advice of how to keep themselves safe and avoid becoming a victim themselves from the same offender (Community Strategy, Accessed 08/05/2023).
Throughout this essay it has highlighted some benefits of media coverage particularly in relation to public protection incidents but has also highlighted a number of negative factors in relation to media reporting on incidents. There has been a number of reports identified which backs up the positives and negatives of the media coverage and has also included a number of case studies in order to back up the points stated. 
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Essay Three – How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending?
Within this essay I will document how effective early intervention is in preventing young people from offending or re-offending. I will look at the purpose of the intervention and the benefits of it and also make reference to some case studies.
Intervention is described as the action of becoming intentionally involved in a difficult situation, in order to improve it or prevent it from getting worse (Intervention Cambridge, Accessed 03/04/2023). 
Within England and Wales there are Youth Offending Teams (YOT) who are responsible for supervising 10 – 18-year-olds and working with young people who have not committed crime but are at risk of doing so. The Youth offending team have a multi-agency approach and are required to have staff from the local authority, care and education, the police, the national probation service and local health services. YOT do a range of things to support young people who have offended or at-risk of offending, these include for example running restorative justice schemes, focusing on the harm caused by the offender and members of the public meet with individual offenders to try and prevent the risk of re-offending (HMI Probation, Accessed 03/04/2023). This is an effective process as the YOT look at the root cause and background of the child’s offending and why they got into that position in the first place. By having the intervention this is effective as for example if they meet with their victims of the crimes then they may realise the impact of their behaviour and it may change their mind set and correct their behaviour. 
Forms of intervention can include mentoring young people and supporting them through the early stages of their life, specialist children’s services such as financial support and the troubled family’s trust. All of these provide extra support for young people and their family and help steer them away from offending or re-offending. One agency in England provided extra financial support for young people who had been victim to domestic abuse and in turn lead to them committing crime. Based on this, one study found that just by providing this extra support it reduced offending rates from 25% to 7%. This just shows how effective intervention is and the great impact that it can have on young people (How successful is early intervention, Accessed 04/04/2023).
Through my research I have identified a case study regarding a male called Wayne who went to the youth offenders institute when he was nearly 18 years old. He had been in custody for 10 months and had been working with the Youth Offending Team whilst in there. The Youth Offending Team then arranged for Wayne to get involved in a bike project when he was released. Following this he left and almost immediately went to work on the bike project. He engaged in the project and stated it gave him a purpose and a routine and kept him focused. It enabled Wayne to concentrate on work rather than re-offending. As a result of Wayne working immediately after release, he has not re-offended and is enjoying the work. He has also become involved in some peer mentoring (Beyond Youth Custody, Accessed 04/04/2023). This goes to show again how effective early intervention is and the positive impact that it can have on young people. 
There are many ways in which intervention to young people involved in crime can be provided and many frameworks that can be introduced in order to assist young offenders and help them to address their behaviour to prevent further offending in the future or at first source. 
Through research it identifies a framework called Collaborative approached to preventing offending and re-offending by children (CAPRICORN). Involved in the framework are many services such as the police, local authorities, schools. These are only a few of many. 
The purpose of the framework is to assist local authorities with the framework in order to look at the primary and secondary causes of offending and describe some actions that local partnerships can take to prevent young people from offending and re-offending. The framework looks at the root causes behind the offending and as such works on a family level and community levels (CAPRICORN, Accessed 30/04/2023).
Also, through research it has identified that criminal justice approaches help to prevent re-offending rates. For example, if police are called to deal with a crime that has been committed by a young person, then instead of arresting that person it can be dealt with by other means, this tends to be more effective. These are typically called police-led diversion schemes. 
These schemes include using cautions, restorative actions, and referrals to other services. It has been proven that dealing with crimes involving young people through other means such as mentioned above reduces the risk of re-offending by approximately 20 percent compared to dealing with it via the usual practice such as arrest (Supporting the youngest children in the youth justice system, Accessed 30/04/2022). 
Throughout my research I have identified the benefits of early intervention and made reference to a number of case studies, frameworks and partnership approaches which all help to prevent young people from offending and re-offending. I have also identified what is meant by the meaning intervention and how import it is to have early intervention with regards to youth offending. Within the research I have also identified some statistics which proves how much early intervention has a positive impact on young people and impacts the future choices in which they make. 
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Essay Four - Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders?
Partnership approaches can sometimes be the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders when they have committed crimes previously. I will look into the benefits of a partnership approach and how effective this is plus making reference to some case studies. 
One of the partnership approaches within England and Wales is called Integrated Offender Management (IOM). The purpose of this is to allow local and partner agencies to co-ordinate the management of offenders. There are a number of principles included in these which include offenders facing up to their responsibilities and consequences and achieving long-term desistance from crime. There are a number of agencies included with the IOM which work in collaboration to try and rehabilitate offences. One of these included Action for children. These focus on children’s parents using drugs and provide session to these children in order to raise awareness and try to prevent them from using drugs in the future which in turn could lead to crime (Integrated Offender Management, Accessed 01/05/2023). 
One case study found that within the first 12 months of the IOM working with offenders using a partnership approach, using the right combination of services it found that comparing offending in the 12 months before offenders were on the IOM scheme with the 12 months following, IOM has been responsible for a reduction in arrest of 28.4 percent. Then within the second year they had a reduction of 32 percent of reoffending within the first three months. This goes to show how effective a partnership approach is (Derbyshire Integrated Offender, Accessed 01/05/2023).
Within Wales there is a framework that supports positive change for those at risk of re-offending in Wales. This is called All Wales Criminal Justice Board. The purpose of the framework is to improve services for those at risk of offending or re-offending. This framework incorporates partnership working in order the rehabilitate offenders in the best way possible. 
The frameworks incorporate working with other partner agencies such as the NHS. One case study found that by supporting family and friends will help rehabilitate and deter them from committing crime again. For example, the study found that boys with fathers who have been convicted of crime will be 65 percent more likely to offend. This partnership working approach will focus on helping support the family and deter them from re-offending. Without this framework in place, it wouldn’t work as the police service alone would be unable to provide these services, this would not lead to effective rehabilitation to offenders (Statutory guidance for service providers, Accessed 02/05/2023).
Rehabilitating offenders effectively majorly relies on partnership working. Research has found that for example, offenders leaving prison often exit with lack of direction and end up spiralling back to the cycle of crime and the only way to resolve this is to work with partnership agencies to come to a solution. For example, offenders who have been working with the prison service and other agencies to find employment before leaving prison reduces the chance of reoffending. Its proven (Multi-agency approach to offender rehabilitation, Accessed 03/05/2023). 
Other services which work with offenders helping rehabilitate them in Wales is the Wales Woman’s Pathfinder. Included within this service are police forces, safe Wales, and other third-party agencies. This service is purely for Women who have come into contact with the criminal justice system and will work with agencies to try and steer them away from the life of crime and re-offending. Incorporated within this is the whole system approach, this system provideds a coordinated multi-agency approach to supporting women across the criminal justice system. The model can include community support, diversions schemes and domestic abuse service providers. 
By this being in place it can aid woman to better themselves and rehabilitate them from the life of offending. Since the service has been launched, over 1400 women have been diverted from the criminal justice system. A review into the diversion scheme was conducted and found evidence that there was a reduction of 26 percent in re-offending, there are approximately 600 women engaged in the service at any one time and there has been support for women leaving prison which is provided through a Welsh Governments HMPPS jointly funded Accommodation pathway (Women’s Pathfinder, Accessed 03/05/2023). 
This just goes to show how agencies working together is an effective way of rehabilitating offenders as they target different aspects of the offenders needs and in turn this leads to a reduction on the chance of re-offending. 
There is also a Youth offending team within England and Wales which adopt the same multi-agency partnership working in order to achieve the best outcomes and steer offenders from crime. Within the teams work the police, social services, education, probation, health care and a number of other agencies. Different agencies can help with different things such as social services looking at the background and home living of the offenders and look to address this whilst health look at the impacts that criminality is having on their health. All agencies and services provide different benefits. Research has indicated that because of all these agencies working together that the number of youths going to court has fallen. From 2007 there were 110,815 children in court and in 2019 there were 11,928. This is a decrease of 89 percent. Also, the number of children entering prisons has also fallen by 72 percent from a peak in 2009 of 2932 to 832 (Multi-agency work in youth offending, Accessed 03/05/2023). This goes to show how effecting partnership working is to rehabilitating offenders. 
Throughout the research it has identified the effective work that partnership approaches can have to rehabilitating offenders. It has identified a number of agencies and case studies which provides a backing to the effective work of the agencies. 
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