Chapter Three - Research Methodology 

3.1 Introduction
This chapter outlines and identifies the methodological framework used to examine the relationship between police culture and the handling of domestic violence incidents in the UK. This chapter covers the research philosophy, design, approach, data sources, analytical strategies and ethical challenges and considerations. Due to the sensitive nature of domestic violence and the complications imposed on accessing direct participants within police forces or survivor groups, this study uses secondary data and a qualitative method of research. 

3.2 Research Philosophy
This research is guided by an interpretivist epistemology, which highlights the social construction of reality and aims to understand the meanings individuals and institutions assign to their experiences, as described by Bryman (2016). To put this idea into context for the research conducted, understanding how police culture shapes responses to domestic violence requires understanding of the internal norms and values within policing institutions.
Whilst acknowledging the reality of real-world systems like institutional sexism and policy frameworks, critical realism argues that our understanding of these topics are mediated by society (Bhaskar, 1979). This viewpoint makes it possible to examine deeper systemic implications on policing practice through an analysis that goes beyond behaviours at the surface level.

3.3 Research Approach and Design
This study utilises a qualitative, secondary approach to research. Rather than collating primary data, the research depends on analysing existing materials and publications such as academic literature, official reports, media coverage and third-party information. This method of research is especially suitable when examining ethically sensitive topics such as domestic abuse and misconduct within the police (Snyder, 2019). Understanding how police culture influences the reaction to domestic abuse is the goal of this qualitative and analytical study. Instead of testing a specific hypothesis, the aim of the research is to seek answers to the following questions:
What is the institutional reaction like to domestic abuse influenced by police culture in the UK?
What patterns of behaviours are observed and is there any accountability within the secondary data?
How have the police responded to these issues and is there support from external institutions such as the government?
By identifying these topics, a triangulation of viewpoints can be expressed, which permits a multifaceted investigation of problems that can arise. 


3.4 Data Sources
This research draws upon a wide range of reliable, relevant and credible secondary sources which have been identified in the following subcategories:
3.4.1 Academic Literature
Books and essays published in peer-reviewed journals offer both a theoretical and empirical understanding of gendered violence, police culture, and institutional responsibility. There are various sources readily available to access, however the primary databases used for this research was Scopus and Google Scholar. By searching terms such as “misconduct in UK Policing”, “domestic violence UK” and “policing culture” allowed for extensive reviews to be accessible whilst also ensuring that there is a certain amount of credibility to the research before analysing further. 
3.4.2 Media Reports
Investigative journalism and media articles from the likes of the BBC and The Guardian were also explored which provided information on high profile incidents which outlined failures identified within institutions. Again, testing the credibility of the sources and identifying if these companies had a specific agenda towards domestic violence is a pertinent issue to be mindful of. 
3.4.3 Government and Statutory Reports
Official Reports from the Home Office, HMICFRS, and the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) offer quantitative data and policy evaluations. The information provided by these sources are crucial in identifying institutional perspectives and outlining any prevention methods for the future.
3.4.4 Third-Party and Advocacy Reports
Charities and organisations such as Women’s Aid and the Centre for Women’s Justice publish reports based on victim’s experiences and highlights issues raised in the protection of these people. These materials offer critical perspectives on policing practices from outside the institution which have been drawn up based on first hand experience by people who may be deemed as vulnerable and in a position where they may require the most support.

[bookmark: _Hlk199933925]3.5 Analysing Data
This study uses thematic analysis to find recurrent patterns and narratives within the chosen field. This method is appropriate for qualitative studies that seek to explore the same meanings across a wide range of sources (Braun and Clarke, 2006). Thematic analysis was carried out in this study with Braun and Clarke (2006) identifying 6 steps for thematic analysis:
1. Familiarisation of data – The initial reading of sources to gain a comprehensive understanding.

2. Coding - Identification of key ideas and recurring themes (e.g. “victim-blaming,” “police accountability”).

3. Generating themes – Grouping codes into themes by gathering all relevant data and categorising them.

4. Reviewing themes – Ensuring the validity and reliability of the topics and checking themes are relevant.

5. Defining and naming themes – Ongoing analysis to refine the specifics of each theme and give clear definitions.

6. Interpretation and production – Linking themes back to research question and theoretical frameworks.


3.6 Ethical Considerations 
Even though there are no actual participants in this study, ethical integrity is paramount. This study follows the British Sociological Association’s (2020) ethical guidelines for secondary research.
Key ethical measure of this practice include:
Responsible representation - Care was taken to accurately and sensitively present cases involving domestic abuse and police misconduct.
Credibility of sources - Only verified, reliable sources were used to ensure credibility and reduce the risk of providing incorrect information.
Researcher reflexivity - Awareness of the researcher’s own perspective and potential bias was maintained.
Even though this research does not involve handling of personal data, best ethical practise was conducted throughout to prevent any breaches of data protection and protection of victims.

3.7 Limitations
Whilst this methodology provides a robust insight into the research aims, it still comes with some limitations.
Lack of primary data - The absence of interviews or questionnaires limits the study’s ability to explore personal experiences or frontline officer’s perspectives. 
Reliance on published sources – Public reports may be biased or complete. For example, police reports may downplay any issues surrounding institutional culture, and media reports may fabricate stories.
Area Scope – Whilst this study focuses on England and Wales, which covers a high percentage of the demographic of the UK, structures and legislation in places such as Scotland and Northen Ireland may differ. 
The utilisation of a wide range of sources improves the findings' validity and depth despite these limitations, and cross-sector triangulation makes conclusions more credible.


3.8 Summary
This chapter has outlined the research methodology for a qualitative approach on exploring domestic violence and police culture in the UK. The research draws on a wide range of secondary data to explore institutional behaviours and systemic issues. The use of thematic analysis allows for a rigorous and detailed interpretation whilst ensuring ethical standards and requirements are maintained throughout. Whilst it is important to understand that there are limitations to this research, the use of personal data is not appropriate in order to protect victims and personal working for Police forces in the UK. 
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