Record 1
Date and time – 26/09/2022	09:30					Year Group – Year 8

Where and When: Context of the observation – subject AOLE, general classroom context
Maths, 1st lesson of the day on Monday morning.  Lesson took place in the ‘old’ part of the school, a building separate from the rest of the newer building.  

What happened: a detailed description if the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
It was a computer-based maths lesson, the class teacher had set the task to be completed, whilst most learners were on task, one pupil was looking up pictures of trees and was clearly off task.  The teacher was walking around the class answering questions and ensuring learners were doing what they were supposed to be doing.  When she noticed that this student was off task, she calmly stated the learners name and asked ‘are you doing what you’re supposed to be doing?’ The learner then closed the tab quickly and went back to the task and remained engaged for the rest of the lesson.

Areas of possible exploration: what do you think could be ‘under the hood’ in these incidents?  What avenues of research could you consider?
The most obvious area for research within this critical incident is to look deeper into behaviour management.  There is obviously a reason that the teacher didn’t draw a huge amount of attention to the pupil, instead, just letting them know that she was aware that they were off task was enough to redirect their attention back to what they were supposed to be doing and cease the unwanted behaviour for the remainder of the lesson.

Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions explicit – the more you can refer to the better here).
This class was a large class of 34 learners.  There were no LSA’s in the class and although there was quite a bit of chat, most learners were very engaged with the task – I think due to the novelty of having a maths class in an IT suite.

Record 2
Date and time – 26/09/2022 	10:45					Year group – year 8

Where and when: context of the observation – Subject/AOLE, general classroom context.
Second lesson of the day, subject = English.  Same large class of 34, learners were decidedly more quiet and reserved during English than they had been for maths.

What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
As part of the main task of the lesson, the learners were required to work their way through a sonnet (they had been given printouts and the poem was also displayed on the board), they were then asked to write 3 sentences to describe what was happening in the poem.  The critical incident that I focused on was that the teacher asked them to then swap books with the person next to them to mark.  There was a clear scoring marks system on the board that was relevant to this particular poem with examples of excellent answers as well.  Once the learners had completed marking each other’s books, they swapped back and continued on with the lesson.

Areas of possible exploration: what do you think could be going on ‘under the hood’ in these incidents?  What avenues of research could you consider?
There is clearly a motive aligned with assessment for learning happening here.  I would also be interested to see what the research suggests as positive outcomes for peer assessment.  Also, the inclusion of good examples at the end of the task so that the learners are aware of the best possible outcome.

Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit – the more you can refer to the better here).
Differentiation, the learners were given the opportunity to mark their own work if they weren’t comfortable with someone else marking it for them, however, no-one took the opportunity up and everyone was more than happy for their partner to mark their work.

Record 3
Date and time – 26/09/2022	14:25					Year group – year 8

Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context.
The lesson after lunch was Welsh.  Some learners were clearly tired following the lunch break, whilst others seemed more energetic than they had been throughout the day (I had been following the same class all day).

What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work).
The class seemed to be fairly agitated as they were supposed to be doing work on the Chromebooks whilst the teacher worked with a small group that was rotated.  One learner couldn’t log on to the Chromebook and became disruptive, attempting to get the teacher’s attention and permission to swap the computer for another one (these are stored in the hallways and are protected with a code to remove them from the trolley).  Having failed to get the teacher’s attention, the poor behaviour escalated into shouting and wandering around the class.  The teacher asked the learner to move their chair to sit by the door.  Learner did so but clearly did not appreciate being the centre of attention now and began shouting at anyone who would look at them or try to talk to them.  The teacher then approached and spoke quietly to the learner and agreed that they could go and sit at the back of the class provided that they get on with the work and stopped being disruptive.  The learner was extremely well behaved for the remainder of the lesson once they were provided with a computer that they could log into.

Areas of possible exploration:  what do you think is going on ‘under the hood’ in these incidents?  What avenues of research could you consider?
Pedagogical principals such as basic attention needs are the basis for any poor behaviour.  Also, there was clearly some skillful negotiation happening as the learner behaved well once moved back into the population of the class.  Possibly ‘conditioning’ as well as the chair by the door was clearly used as a punishment.
Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit – the more you can refer to the better.
See above for time of day and attitudes, etc – class was taken by a new teacher this year who only gets the class once per fortnight and they were frustrated by the timetable as it didn’t allow for the teacher and learners of the class to develop a rapport or relationship.  


